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"WiiAT the learned Blackftone fays upon this fub-

jec^ in the 424th page of his Commentaries, will Ihew

that I have had a right apprchcnlion ot the opinion ot

the Court, as it (tands reported in the preceding Cafe

by Salkeld and Raymond. This profound Lawyer,

Ipeakinp of the abhorred ftale of Slavery, has thcic rc-

markabtc words :—" And now it is laid down, that a

" Slave or Negro, the inftant he lands in England, be-

'« comes a Freeman ; that is, the Law will protcd hiin

'' in the enjoyment of his perfon and his projicrty."---

Two things decidedly appear from this recited claulc.

Firfi- that a Ncrro, before he lands in England, cither

is or'may be a Slave. Secondly, that the inlhnt he

lands in England, he becomes a Freeman. He next pro-

ceeds to defcribethe dilfinguifiiing badges ot Freedom;

and accordinglv he adds, that - the Law," (meaning

the common Law of England) " will proteil him in

'* the eniovment of his perfon and his property. —
Hence it is clear, that a Negro, who had been incapa-

ble of acquiring property, while remaining under the

Plantation Laws,mavneverthelefs acquire property after

he aets to England. He is now capable of taking by

devife, or gift, no lefs than acquiring property by law-

ful traffic. But this he could not do, while he remain-

ed under a Plantationjurifprudence. Nor could he hold

property acquired in England, after his return, if h";

took it along with him ; for then his property, as well

as his perfon, fall immediately again under the power,

and dominion of his owner.

This fame learned author tells us before m p. 127,

pretty nearly what he tells us in the before recited paf^

iVe. Here he favs, that " the fpirit of liberty is fo

"deeply implanted'into our Conftitution, and rooted in

" our very foil, that a Slave or a Negro, the moment
" he lands in England, falls under the protection or me
'* Laws, and fo far becomes a Freeman > though ms Mal-

n "ters


