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uneducuted child in this Pr<»vince, when the mind of every one will

liecoine s(( enlightened as to make him consider the support of
schools and of eomoeteiit teae'iers, as matters of the first

importaiK'c. Think v Ml then over this; consider what position

your sons will occu|)y in such a community, ami educate them that

tlii'y may not become olijects of ridicule to the intelligent. Hut I

must bring my introduction to an end ; yon will think me (as

indci'd i really am) wandering from the text of my subject, and I

will now attempt to explain to you the «A,vo/*//p necessity there exists

that \ou should bestow njtoii your children the best Kdncation \on
can allln-d ; and that yon will exercise a wise discretion, if instead

of hoarding up '(dlars in order to establish them in business, you
expend a t\'\v of them in elesating their minds, and in endeavouring
to raise them to a respcctal>lc position in the intelligent com-
munity.

I will now therefore advance my first ste[), namely that " Educa-
tion is necessary for preventing <-rinie and civili/ing the masses."
If there arc any here who should tliiiik my assertion too sweeping
to be snpi)orted, I would say, take the history of any nation you
please, and you will invarialily find that the Conntry which'has
the best system of National Kdn<ation, is at oiicc more advanced
both in moral dignity and inti'Mectnal culture. The best Educated
people in the world (ndnd I a u speaking of the mass) are the
Aiistrians and Prussians, and in 1. other Conntry is crime at so
low an ebb. How is it that England stands nearly first in the
catalogues of crime >. IIow is it I repeat that she the Hrst of
nations, whom minor States obey, and mighty ones endeavour to

imitate. Ibiw is it that she upon wh()se lioiuidlcss tcrritorv the

sun is constantly shining, whose power encircles the (-ilobe like a

ginlle, has prisons crowded with criminals and colonies with
convicts ? How is it I ask, that snchis the case ? 1 havt' .ulvanced
the question and will answer it that y<Mi may judg<' for yonrselves.
The ['nitcd Kingdom of (ireat Britain and Ireland contains a

population of thirty millions of people ; indeed so densely is

England po[)iilated. that there are nearly four hnndred inhabitants

to every scjuarc mik^ of ground, and as crime is ever greater in

towns and cities where the nuisses ari' concentrated tl in in the
country where the |)opulation is comparatively scattered, it

necessarily follows that in so dense anuiss, where even the (^)untry
frequently presents the appearance of Towns, crime nuist have
full sway and vigour unless there is someantidote in force [)ropor-

tionatcly strong to keep it in <-heck ; and what is to be that
antidote >. I answer. Education ! Various kinds of pimishment of
greater or less severity have been invented and enforced for the
suppression of crime, but who will dare for a moment to say that
crime has abated one atom ? Nay ; do not our criminal returns
shew a steady increase ? Murder is made punishable by death,


