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lloliiii. Ifirt vdicf Hinl f(]riu urc fiiiiilrir

from ffiulKdii'H Hay Ui tin (tiiif i>f

iMaxico, tniui Nova Heutiii to H i^i^li

Colinubi<>. Ni'ud I iloncrihc liim? Is

thrro oni) here who linH not 1 olail ml-

niiriiiK'l.v iiiion iiis juiiii l,rowii ccjiit mi.

I

KlowiiiK red veHt, who 1ms not lu'iiul Ihm

widcomo cluicklo in nprin^f wh(>n t):c

ground hiiBhtill hi'cii (mpvcmmI, Ik rr n\„\

tlioio. with Know, wliu hfts not 1,milled
nt liiH liiittlcB Willi tbo woikih lllll.'n^,'st

lilt' (iroen grftss and i.;oldfii diuidchons,
who Lrt8 not enjoyed tlm miiicy cock of

his finely rouiulea heiid, and ntio Imw not
wiUched him rashinK njurii'y thi:ui).'h »

sen of apple blogsoiuH, the vt'iy pcisonili-

ciitlon if ro:iicl<iii|' Imjijii ehs and
hiiBtliiiK mirth ? In f,'iirdeu, or field or
wood, he 18 equally nt huuie.evor active,

jovial and contented. His very sonj;

Bays " Cheer up." In sprinw ho is

welcome as the flowers
; ju buiniucr he

RiveB life to the dullest landscape
; in fall

he remains with na unt'l the hard frost

and falling flakes give Lim ]'ereniptory

nolicfl to quit. We may well c.tU him an

old friend. The same liird returns lo

the same Inenlit/ for ye.i,, h(-.dr,'in
the sanio tree , a id of.eu renewini,' t'je

same nest. I amconvi.iced of this from
personal observations. Four yens a(,M,

a robin wth an injured wing made 1 's

Slimmer home in my garden, and 1ms
annually retimod. and I feel pretty con-
fident that I sha'l renew his acquni:,. .iice

before the end of March, if he , ut, es-

caped the thousand accidents to whiih
Robin life is subject. The Hobiii is a
friend in another sense. He ia the most
determined grub destroyer wo have. The
quantity and number of insests consum-
ed by h's family in the breeding season
is something astonishing, and to a non-

observer statements upon this jioiut are

hard to believe. But his utility in thi.^

respect is eapable of easy proof, and I

would ask every farmer or orehardist who
sets down the bird ,as a mere fruit eater,

and rrgnrda him from that point only, to

watch a pair eh -^ily diiriiij.' the coininB
•"'"• a«i>l then balance accounts be-

l«-en fruit eiiirn ainl fruit preserved
fn ill tho rav,i|.Ts of gnib and cat. rpilliir

iilid gJM. our foathcMl fii.iid the briient
of the reRull. ill incieat^ed ware ami lexn

iininioHity. l',,,f. Treadw.il, „f Cnm-
bridi.'.< Uiiiveihity, .Nfas^., .let. rmiii-d t»
siitisfy hliii-^ilf u;jon this p.dnl, and for

this purpiHc t.H.k two youii).' r.d.iiis from
th.'ir ncHt, inteiiiHng to bring them up
ly band. i;,,ch weighed tw.iily.tivo

lMiiii,vwei|.'lits, and they were both plump
luid slronR. The first night he gavo
thre.> wf.rms to each of thein. Next
day he iTicieased the quantity to ten
.iicli, but feiireil that he wns overfeeding
llieni. and so on the third day dectrased
the supply to eight. One sickene.l, grew
f.rble, and di.d. The Professor open, d
it, and found tlie bird .ntiiely empty and
wisely excluded that it liad died "from
want of. fond. He gnve an incrensed
number of worms lo the s-urviving bird,

iiMowiiiR it on the fourth day lifteen

worms, on the fifth twenty four, on the
sixth twenty five, on the seventh thirty,

and ..n th.' .ighth thirty-one. I'his

iinniber seemed ii.suiricieiit as the bird
was losing plumpness and weight. Ho
thf ref.ire adde.l a supply rf raw meat,
siind anil gravel. On tb.' eleventh day he
gave forty worms, weighing twentypenny-
weights, but the bird .-liU fell off, and it

was not until the fourteenth day, when
the young ll.dijn ato sixty-eight worms,
or thirty. live pennyweights, that ho be-
gan to increase in weight. The l.ngtb
of these worms, laid end to end, was
about fourteen feet, or ten times the
length of tho intestines of the bird.

Tin littlo devourer ate forty-one per cent
more thfin Ins own weight in twenty-
four hours. At tho samo rate, how many
worms would a pair of robins require for

a i;est of young ones during a summer's
day ? Two liundrod and fifty daily, or,

bettor still, their equivalent in tho shape

of insects or their larvre. As the Prt->-

fesaor oftlculates, this would need a worm,

i;f''^/*w»'..


