
2o6 THE EASTERNMOST RIDGE

the Ottawa arc still and deep; at the left side, tlir()iin;|i tlic intcrvcnini,^ wood , we cm
hear tlic roar of tin- cataract. 'llic slidc-^alcs arc tlirown ojn'ii ; tlic \vat<'r suri^rcs over

the smooth, incliiii'd cliaiincl
; our cril), carefully steered through the i;ate\\a\, slouK

moves its forward end over the <'ntrance ; it advan<:es, s\va_\s for a moment, then, with

.1 sudden i)liMii;c and s|)lasli of water, nislies faster and faster ln'twe<'n tJH' narrow

wails. Tile rellow of tile torrent streams over tlie crih from tlie front
;

jets of w.iter

S|)urt up e\cr\ wliere lietween the limliers under oiu- feet ; ilien dipping;- lu-avily as it

riMMKU si.n>K AT nil: iammi-i iai.i.s.

leaves tlie slide, our crih is in the calm water beneath, the i^lorious scener) of the

cataract full in view. Without knowing it, we have got wet through a trifle not to

be thought of, amid the rajiturc; of that rapid motion which Dr. Johnson considered

one of the greatest of life's enjoyments. He spoke of "a fast drive in a post-chaise."

What would he have said to a |)lunge down the slides of the Ottawa 1

When there is a formidabh' rapid on which there is no slide, the crib has to be

t; ken asunder and the separate pieces sent down, to be gathered by a boom below,

and put together as before. Over a lake or broad river, the crib advances by means

of an anchor carried out some distance, the rope from which is wound up by a capstan

on board. When possible, a sail is hoisted ; at other times, the crib is propelled by

long oars, or sweeps, in the hands of the raftsmen, a tedious and laborious process.


