DAVID THOMPSON, A GREAT GEOGRAPHER.
By J. B. TYRRELL, Toronto, Canada

From ¢ The Geographical Jowrual” for January, 1911.)

Ir gives me a great deal of pleasnre to have the opportunity of sul.-
mitting to this distinguished assembly a few of the facts on which

I venture to claim that David Thompson, of whose achievements but
g little note has been taken, was the greatest land geographer that the

British race has produced.

A poor boy from a London charity school, he spent most of his
life on the northern part of this continent when it was a wilderncss,
peopled only by the natives and by a fow fur traders, who had little
groups of houses or factories, often hundreds of miles apart, scattered
along the principal waterways.

He was
West ('uln|-:mi«u. and in the ]!luwvlllinh of this trade he travelled

a fur trader in the employ of the Hudson's Bay and North

many thousands of miles in canoes, on horseback, and on ‘vot through
what was then a vast unmapped country, extending from Montreal on
A




