PREFACE

eporl presents the resulls of « weestigation undertaken duri
the sunwimer of 1917 in response to an invitation from the Honourable George
Langley, Mini of Municipal Afia of the Province of Saskatchewan
extended through a letle gned by Deputy Minister J. N. Bayne and dated
Vay 7. 1917 The letier requested “‘a general survey and investigation of
the incidence of taxaiio n the wrban municipalities of Saskatchewan
it was explained that a committee of t city vesidents had “expressed
he opinion that «a change in the of taxation which exist 1a
desirable in order that the burden may be more equitably spread
V (ler somie P eliminary study of documentary material. the writer arrived
n the province on July 23 and remained until August 28 During that
weriod he i ted the following municipalitie for the purpose of wathe i
nformation bearing upon the problem: the cities of Reqgina. Saskatoo

! /
WVoose Jaw. Prince Albert. North Battleford. Swift Current and Weubur:

the towns of Watrous, Battleford, Scotl and Melville and the villages of I
Grey and Waldron In a letter dated July 28 Deputy Minister Bayne

nvited the clerks of all cities and towns and the seerelary lreasire of
Hages to submit representations on the question of laxation In response
elle 10 ng interesting points wer recerved from a considerable wumbe
i e /r!"‘/v m”(r onally tled by the investiqalo
The aeneral plan followed in the investigation wa { to secure |

hie ovincial officials their eriticisms of the existing system and the e s-
ons for modificatior Next the investigator conferred th representatives
f the y commitlees organised to consider the proble aof laxalic in the

micipalities of the provinee, viz.: the Provincial Committee on Taxation

d the committee of the Union of Latehewan Municipalitie He then

ted 1 S /lul/l!l,//!r’u onferring with public officials and witl
CPrescl re cilizens Yt the suqgestion of the local authoritic public
Lhearin were held in Moose Jaw, North Battleford and Saskatoon at which
opportunity was gren lo any on who desirved to state his views or to g
nformation \fter further conference ith provineial officials, the investi-
qator met in Regina on August 28 the membi of both commitlees to discus
at lenagth some of the questions upon which therve wveve diflerences of nior
Finally. an extended conference was held th Deputy Minister Bayne in

the East concerning the desiral Ly and practicabiclity of certain of the proposed

MCasITe

The investigator de es Lo record | appreciation of the aid given in

the cou

of his work by the member of the tiro committee by the various
provincial and municipal officials and by the citizens of the province—all
of whem co-operated in a most helpful manner.  Especially does he realise
his indebtedress to /)z/ml'( Vinister Bayne whose assistance was invaluable
all stages of the investigation.  Finally, thanks are due to Professor Ediwin

1 ; ! ]
A. Seligman, whose counsel, so generoustn qiven, makes f possible fo

i/
4 the investigator to present the plan of readyus'ment with a high degree of

confidence



