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On the afternoon of the second day of the

oonferenoe a discussion on Empire partner-

ship was opened by Mr. J. W. Dafoe.

Mr. Dafoe: In opening this discussion I

do not propose a resolution because I do

not daim to speak for anvone but myself,

and those who agree with me (lat^hter).

Those of tis who were privileged to be mem-
bers of the first Imperial Press Conference will

remember that a somewhat similar subject

occupied a great deal of our time. In fact,

it occupied two thirds of our time. It is

a agnincant fact, showing the change that

has taken place, that today we are discussing

empire paitnership while eleven years ago the

diacuss^ turned upon empire defence.

Thete was a note of warning and appre-

hension running through all the discussion at

the first conference. There was one wwd
mentioned over and over again—the word

Armageddon. In Lord Rosebery's famous

Kwedi, to whidi so many aUusions have bem
made the word occurred and Stanley Reed

of India, in arguing for unity of naval control,

said that the Armageddon of the world minit

be fought at Cape Horn. He was not so far

astray, seeing what took place at the battle

fought later near the Falkland Islands.

Mr. Balfour was still more accurate as a

prophet when he said that the naval Armaged-

don would be fought in the waters of the

British Islands, (hear, hear.) But amwig the

prophetic speeches made at that conference

that of Lord Roberts' took first place. I

made a reference to this the other day. Smce

then I have looked up Lord Roberts' words.

He foQowwl Mr. Haldane, as he was then.


