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On very ptMir soils linn- iimy •iiii^e Imtli an iiHTcn-ri! vicld and bcttir (luality due
to the liboratioti of nceilcd plant food.

With soils on which tho rocit rot is trouhi.sonio tho iiso of liuio woidd jiroliably

be distini'tly injurious. Invcstinators niK.rt that an a> •! soil is lio-t ns a hindrnnpo
to tho spread of that disoase; and hy liinin^r that acidity \vo\ild he eorriM'ted and con-
ditions made more favourable f its sjjread.

As a rule, it would he be.-i o apply tlie lime to some otlier erop in the rotation
coming after the tobacco, and two or three years before the tield is to be jiut into
tobaeeo again.

About 5(X) pounds of air-slaked lime or l.fHW) iniunds of hi>rh-grade limestone per
acre should be sufficient. This should not be applied more fre(piently than every four
or five years.

TRANSPLANTING.

Transplanting should be begi « soon as all danger f fro>t Is ever, during the
latter part of ^fay. if at all favourable. As a rule the earli(>r the i , ,risi)hinting the
earlier the erop will ripen and the better the conditions vvill he for curing.

Selecting the plants.—X careful selection should 1* made when drawing the
plants; only the thriftit>st, most robust plants, which show no signs of being diseased,
should be used. It is also very desirable to have the plants straight and of a uniform
size, and to have a good lot of roots remain on the plant; however, too much of the
plant bed soil should not be allowed to remain on the roots. The prest>nce of this soil

in large quantities tends to retard the sending out of the ri'^w rootlets hy the i)la!

consc<iuently it does not start off to growing a* quickly Ir the field and beconn^ more
susceptible to the root rot.

Transplantitif}.—In transplanting, the plant> should be >et so deeply in the sround
that only the hud and leaves remain above the nrfac(\ When much of the stalk is

left exposea it generally becomes hard and woody very quickly, es-peeially in dry
seasons, the development of the plant is seriously cheeked and it s€?ldoni attains its

faM growth under those conditions.

Spacing the plantn.—On fertile soil, the tcndeix-y to produce tobacco which is

too hea\'y in body can be rectified somewhat by setting the plants close together in
i.ie row. On such soil the rows shouM be aho\it threi- feet apart and the plants
should be set about 20 inches apart in the row. On a lighter soil, where the tendency
is to produce tobacco which is lucking in body, it would probably be more satisfactory
to have the rows 3J feet apart and tlie plants about 2* inches apart in the rmv.

A good uniform stand i« also of importance in procnrincr a fine, smooth, nicely
ripened crop. Where some of the plants are missing, the surrounding i)lants will be
overf(vl and rendered coarse and overgrown; and on that account will neith(>r ripen,
yellow, nor cure satisfactorily.

About four or five days after transplanting the field should be gone over and reset
with the best ])lants available.

rri-TlVATlON.

The first cultivation should he given as soon as the tobacco has taken mo', usiially

from eight to ten days after transplanting, care being taken not to disturb the newly
estahlishrd roots. This cultivation should be fairly deep and each succeeding one more
and more shallow until towards the last only the crust is being broken.

A good hoeing by hand, especially at the time of the first cultivation, is very
helpful in starting the plants to grow. The soil can be loosened more thoroughly
close to the plants without danger of disturbing them too much with the hoe than
with the horse-drawn cultivator.
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