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white women" and “their cares certainly are not half so numer­
ous, nor as great."1

Sagard notes briefly of the Hurons, a related tribe, that 
“the women are more industrious than the men, though not 
forced to labour."2 *

Both hunting and warfare were arduous, and from the 
formation of the confederacy, at least, down to comparatively 
recent times, the maintenance of their national existence allowed 
of few other occupations. With the removal of the necessity 
for war, the men began to assist more and more. At Onondaga 
Castle, however, some sixty or more years ago, it was still con­
sidered beneath a man to engage in farm work,8 although a 
Brant County Onondaga states that corn-planting was not 
considered especially a woman’s job in this locality.4 *

A growing idea of specialization in men’s employments is 
recognizable. A man, for instance, who through physical 
inability was an indifferent hunter, might employ himself in 
the making of such articles as bows and arrows, wooden uten­
sils, or in silversmithing and other handicrafts. The idea that 
these occupations were derogatory seems to have gradually 
disappeared.6

CO-OPERATIVE CUSTOMS.

The custom of mutual assistance is a very common one at 
present, though the prevailing idea seems to be sociability, or 
the principle that “many hands make light labour.” “Bees" 
are frequent both in planting and harvesting, the women fig­
uring prominently.

There is also an organized society for mutual aid for those 
requiring it through age or sickness. This belongs essentially 
to the more conservative element, and is noted by A. C. Parker 
under the Seneca name of Gai'wiu Qdànnide'oshâ, “In the good
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