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^°"" " ' ""'""P"" ">^' " advo«t«l byBenth.™, the «lop..on of . purely ideal .y,tcm of l.w. fottnd«lon reiaon «d natural jurtice. Th* however, i. not fe«.ible

for no pMple are likeJy to abandon the re.«,„ably ,p»d body oflaw evolved .„ their country for the .cheme of a philo.„4er
however excellent. No code of the Engli,h law or any of it.
branchea haa been of the third clan.

Ilbert, in his "Legidative Method, and Forin»," My,._"We know that enacted law i, moat useful if contmed to the
statement of general principles, and that the more it descends
into detail, the more likely it is to commit hlunders, to hamper
action, and to cramp development."

In the early stages there was some .odiflcation of the Eng-
hsh law such as "The Mirror" professing to be an abridgn.ont
of the English law from King Arthur to Edward I., commendca
by Lord Coke as more illustrative of our whole legal history for
the penod from the Anglo-Saxon monarchy to the Great Char,
ter than any other extant. "Leges Hcnrici I" professes to be aCode of the er,tire kingdom. Hallam attributes them to a com-
piler in the reign of Stephen , they may have been later. I have
already referred to Olanville, Bracton and Flcta.

Over three hundred years ago. Sir Francis Bacon wrote—
Of the laws of England: I have commended them before for

the matter, but surely they ask much amendment for the form
which to reduce and perfect I hold to be one of the greatest
doweries that can be conferred upon this Kingdom." Lord
Wcstbury said in the House of Lords in 1863:-"The wisdom
and excellence of Lord Bacon's proposal for the compiling and
amendment of the law of England have been admitted from age
to age, and the fact that nothing has been done to give effect to
It, we must attribute to the singular inertia that characterise,
the English legislature." And in 1869, in an addres, to the
Jundieial Society, Lord Westbuiy spoke as follows:-" So far as
the condition of our law was concerned, we stood completely
alone in ».- -i-I-zed world. There was not a nation in Europe
which had not made in that respect greater progress. It was the
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