
by machiner>-, as sociali.-^ts urgp, but all work cannot be made
equally pleasant. To parallel Lassalle's contention, to the
scavenger it will not matter thac he is better e(niipped than
the scavenprer of a century before; il will matter that he is

not so comfortably ot-cupied as his neighbor who Is a clerk in
the central bureau of the Commonwealth SeaveuKer Service.
Compulsion, the ordering of new n-cruits to this or that occu-
pation, could not long be tolerated. (^)uld the problem be
solved l)y varying the wages to balance disagreeableness?
What, in short, is the socialist principle cjf justice in distribu-
tion'.'
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>iiil
To many socialists the old solution ol' ..([iial -hariii'r

appeals mo-t strongly. It has the merit of sinipli<'iiv : if it

worked ,-it all it would lie i>asy to work. It is. in fact, largely
from >heio- desp,-iir of tin •Wwv -^olnlions tliat snnx. have been
(h-i\.'ii^ to ad'.ot.'it', it. "Thi inin"ssibilily." eoi:fi>ses a K.'diian
Essayist, "of estimating the separate \alue of each miiii'- laljor
with any really vtdid r.sidt, the frictit)n which would be pro-
vokeil. the ine^itable discontent, favoritism, and jobtiery that
woiil<l prevail—all th( se things will <lrive the Commiinarroun-
cil into th right [lath. the e(|ual remuneration of all workers "

The comp.ete disregard of the standards of need anil of merit
stamps this standard as unsalisfactorv whether from the
.standpoint of uisticf^ or from thr standpoint id' pract icahilitv
Its adoption could weather the di.^^eontent of the abler merii-
bers ot the community only at the cost cd' a slackening .d' effort
which would make the maintenance of elliciencv in produc-
tion impossiide.

The traditional communistic standard is "to each accord-mg to his needs." This solution would be the standard of a
community served by the genii of the lamp, able to call wealth
into existence by a wish. To a limited degree, indeed, it might
prove practicable: to a limited degree it does prove practicable
to-day; the amount of police protection or use of the king's
highway a citizen obtains is not based on equality or merit
but on need. This degree of c(mimunistic distribution i« how-
ever, feasible simply because limited, and because the expense
IS met by levies on competitively earned wealth. Kven were it
desirable to adopt as the basis of distribution a standard which


