Page 8 — Gateway

o e T

'I'hel‘ringehiﬂhestreet!hisyear,ﬁithabang.

Photo Angela Wheelock

reviews by Suzette C. Chan
and Gilbert Bouchard :

Gimme That Prime Time Religion (Nexus
Theatre): Preaching to the converted: liber-
als telling fellow liberals about the evils of
right wing showbiz evangelism. The jokes
were funny but the play was pointless.
Attempts to show how someone can be
attracted to TV evangelism were unconvinc-
ing despite superior performafices by Mur-
ray McCune and Audrey Webb. Prime Time
Religion is scheduled for the upcoming
Nexus Theatre season. Hopefully the show
will have become more substantial.

SCC

Penumbra (Penumbra Theatre) This
Edmonton company lived up to its billing of
presenting “an exciting evening of corporeal
theatre.” Mime and dance combined to
comment on inter-personal relationships or
the lack thereof. Crowd favorite: the amus-
ing (and dangerous) stilt scenes.

sCC

The Citizew’s Tango (Nebulous Rebels):
Calgary’s David Cassel was inexhaustable in
this hour-long performance piece dealing
with fear and loathing in the big city. There
were few fresh insights, but Cassel’s highly
visual interpretation of dehumanization and
alienation were intriguing nonetheless.

SCC

" ATTENTION:

ALL PRE-MED STUDENTS
So you want to go to Med School?

But do you know what the Med School at the

From the Memoirs of Johnny Daze (Toy
Gun Productions): Ava Rave (Ava Rave), an
emerald green-haired caricature of a human
being, is addicted to art. Luli Zinc (Shirley
Sutton Jones), a contemptuous, shallow per-
formance artist, is the only thing or person
who can satisfy Ava’s need for a daily fix of art
— that is until Ava starts demanding too
much. Johnny Daze (the play’s author John
Beckett Wimbs.) all icing, no cake a kept boy
living on welfare till he can find a sugar
mama, is Ava’s best friend, and can only
watch helplessly as Ava succumbs to her
obsession. From the Memoirs of Johnny

Daze, chronicling a vicious circle of exploita-
tion and possession, played out on a set with
golden garbage cans and broken baby dolls,
is a wonderful satire of everything from bad
movies to instant art to trendies. The winner
of technical and originality awards at the
Quebec Drama Festival, it could have won
the same in Edmonton if (God forbid) the
Fringe gave itself awards. Here’s hoping Toy
Gun Productions returns next year with such
a brilliant flash.

GB & SCC

The Metamorphosis (The Acting Gypsies):
Irreverent adaptation of Franz Kafka’s no-
vella. Gregor Samsa is reincarnated not as a
giant insect, but as a homosexual couple

handcuffed to each other. The laughs are fast
and furjous, but with a wee bit of character
development, it would have been a perfect
lampoon. A shame the Acting Gypsies don'’t
plan to mount The Metamorphosis again.
SCC

P.S. Your Cat is Dead (P.S. Productions): A
pointless, badly scripted, insensitive “co-
medy” about a loser who goes bonkers and
ties up a gay cat burgler in the kitchen. Don’t
ask how the loser discovers the burgler is gay
or why it should be important. Every situa-
tion in P.S. You Cat is Dead arises as unnatu-
rally as the Swamp Thing as excuses to launch
rafts of bad jokes. Adds a whole new mean-
ing to the word homophobic.

GB & SCC

Sometimes She Lets Her Colours Out
(Mary Jo Fulmer); Calgary dancer Mary Jo
Fulmer spent six months in Japan and bor-
rowed Japanese themes and aesthetics in this
uneven presentation of dance and poetry.
Some pieces were very strong, others seemed
flat or superficial. Ten-year-old Jocelyn
Thierrian and 13-year-old Megan Kinny stole
the show with exuberant performances

GB & SCC

Fantastic Fringe Finishes Fabu

Free Food and Beer; The Comedy Com-
mission: Two Edmonton comedy troupes of
the SCTV persuasion. Free Food and Beer
would have benefitted with better pacing.
The first half of the young company’s set was
bubbly, but the second half was flat. Skits
ranged from the hilarious Michael Swell
Meets the Dull Family to the unfunny For-
eign Fiilm Festival. The Comedy Commission
is a professional quartet of warped souls.
Their visions of Jim Keegstra discovering that
God is Yiddish and of Friendly Giant’s Jerome
the Giraffe as a minor political philosopher
had the audience in tears. There were only a
couple of boring skits that could have easily
been chopped from the program.

SCC

Issues in the Loo (Loo Enterprises): Disap-
pointing - series of vignettes probable in-
ended to lampoon aspects of modern life.
Biggest problems: lack of funny jokes or
situations, no sense of timing.

: S6C

Red Sands and Strange Remembrances did
not belong at The Fringe. It is nothing more
than a badly-typed collection of hotrible
prose poetry. The Fringe is a theatre festival,

A juggler entertained an evening crowd at the street dance.
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University of Alberta is all about? Do you want to
find out? There’s only one way to do so: get a copy
of The 1984-85 Medical Students Survival Manual!

A limited number of copies of this important, comprehensive
publication are now available for sale to pre-med students. Written
by medical students, the Survival Manual contains valuable
information on admission procedures and all courses offered at the
U of A, the textbooks you will and will not need, all the profs and
clinical instructors you will encounter, the social life (and the Med
Show!), research opportunities,
as well as many articles on
medical education and
medicine. Simply put, it’s just
about the only aid to surviving
the U of A medical experience!

OCTOBER 12 ppla NIV H OB Japanese Story Theatre - JOY FROM
JAPAN!

NOVEMBER 1 [I[M;|IQW(IIIII] Montreal's HOTTEST NEW MUSICIAN

NOVEMBER 11 NGTINIIINIHARS speaking on THE NUCLEAR THREAT
AND THE CRUISE MISSILE IN ALBERTA at the UNIVERSIADE PAVILION

AL LR PARRCHINE SE MAGIC REVUE

physical law

SLLIEUARZ R JBCOMPAGNIE DE DANSE EDDY TOUSSAIN TRRSICIullsle1aY

Ballet from Montreal

extraordinary feats that defy

Sa 4 Gt your copy of The FEBRUARY 19 [[EMIEFILE traditional music from Ireland
3 & §§\ vi o 6@\? % hSurwval Ma_nual today! But .
955 PO e g i g MARCH 30 [EEEIINITELIES at the JUBILEE AUDITORIUM returning to

celebrate the TRI BACH Festival
REMEMBER we aiso show FIRST RATE MOVIES at Super Low Prices!

Faculty of Medicine office,
13-106 Clinical Sciences
Building.

The 1984-85 Medical
Students’ Survival
Manual. Published
by the Faculty of
Medicine, University
of Alberta (1984).
$15.00 (cash only).

with assistance from

114 St. & 89 Ave. 432-4764,
Box Office 432-5145 CULTURE

ENTERTAINMENT AT ITS BEST!

STUDENTS' UNION

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA FEFDUMONTON
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