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ALL THINGS CONSJDERED
By PETER McARTHUR,

A LL the timne and in every town and city men and women are
talking of moving to the country. The failures, the misfits,
the unfit and the weary are ail looking to some land of promise

wliere liappiness awaits themn if tliey could only get up the energy to
inove. The pathetic part of it is that few of those Who are longinig
and talking will ever mnake 'the change and of those who do few will
dIo it in the proper spirit. Tit is ail nonsense for the man who cannot
get aliead-remember that phrase-in the city to think lie cottld
retrieve his fortutne or make his fortune in the country. As far as
money-riaking is concerned the farmers, fruit-growers, market-
gardeners, pouiltry men, bee-keepers and others can beat the amateur
every time. The city man who tries it wilI firnd that he is only trying
to make mnoney in untamiliar surrouindings, in unfamiliar ways with
competition that is muich too keen for him. The man who could make
money on~ a farm~ could make money in the city by employing the
saine industry and tirift.

And yet in spite of this 1 shall neyer cease uirging everyone to
move to the country and live there. Thle explanation is that no one lias
yet been able to convince me that it sliould be necessary for anyone to
"Iget aliead~" or to make money. To the man who liaving food and rai-
mnent is tlierewith content there is no place in aIl the world like the
country. Moving to the country in the right spirit is mucli tlie same
as gettiug religion. You must give up ail the things. tliat you are
better withotit and then it becomes to you what it sliuld be-a land
of refuge. Its offer to the weary and heavy laden is flot wealtli or
fame or social distinction but "Rest."
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a bountiful harvest. If we could ouly ive in a state lu which
dealings would lie entirelywith Nature there would be no nee
judges or of courts. Taking it year lu and year out Nature givE
those who deal witli her more full returus than they can get froni
earthly partnership.

Thougli Nature lias 'been teaching this'trutli from tlie begin
man is full of distrust. He lias no faith that slie will treat hin fý
next year s0 lie lihas inveuted money in: order that lie may be ab]
buy from tliose wlio have an abundance. Frai this one inver
lias restilted aill tlie s1truggles tliat have defilled tlie life of ian. 3
tlie invention of money a man's wealth, consisted of corn and
and oil and lis 1flocks. Tliese were aill p erishable and could i'a
placed in trust for generations yet unboru. They must be rene
yearly by fair dealing witli Nature. -Because of this the prini
ricli man could ouly make display of his ,w'ealth by 'tlie 'extent o]
hospitality. Hie lived near to Nature and was lier almouer to aid
ueedy. It îay surprise you to know it but it is possible to get be
the mony-ciangers and resumne the olden compact witli Nature,
only tliose wlio do it in sincerity enioy lier largess to the full. T'
wlio try to live the Simple Lif e and mdake îoney and 11get ah,
Would do mucli better to stick to tlie streets and tlie skyscral
Whule Nature is bountiful man does flot get ricli iii dealinig witli
Riches are acquired by dealing witli or stealing froni our fellowi

N talkiug witli city men who are dreamîng ofwliat tliey couhi
iu the country 1 find tliat aIl of them,'are liaunted by one te:

They do flot know what they would do in case tliey should lose 1
jobs. If tliey are past middte-age they kno-w it would lie practi(
impossible for theni to get eîployment again in any office posi
The commercial world is beiug more closely organi'sed every 3
so that the needed work can be doue by tlie smallest possible nusr
of mnen. Wheu a vacaucy occurs the position is almost invari
given to a young man wlio will grow up witli the business. T
is no place in this vigorous age for the old employee. No wo
sudh men are dreading a possible discliarge and thinkiug of a clii
farn or gardeu soîewliere wliere tliey can make auother start. 'J
can makce a fresli start if tliey give up all notions of "getting ahe
Nature is~ the one employer wlio wiIl never discliarge theni. Wl
very modest start they can raise their own food aud necessaries
if tliey are capable of the niot very trying act of faith ueeded to bel
that Nature will give tlièm secdtime and harvest in the folloý
year tliey can erijoy comfort and happiuess.

1 have stood beside tlie grave of more tlian one man who
charged ail lis obligatious iu ]Ife aud at bis death left no causE
à, Villon to write a ballad mourning because lie liad died with a co
of sous that had not been spent. But in the short and simple an
of the poor the names of sucli men should lie blazoned. If yoi
not like the pîcture do not look to the country as a place of ref
Stay ou in the cîty aud try to "get ahead.Y
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