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Annexation.

N OW that the elections are ver and people are
more prepared to look at the question of
Canada's relations ta the Uniteut States in a

non-partisan way, it may flot be amiss ta, discuss
some of the points raised during the campaign., Our
situation on this continent campels us ta study these
international relations very closely, and, in times of
political peace, to arrive at convictions and con-
clusions of a reasonable and practicable character.

There is first the question ai annexation. The
Conservatives attacked reciprocity because they
claimed it would lead ta annexation. The Liberals
answered that thec idea was nonsensical. Perhaps
it would be wisest ta say that bath were wrong, bath
were extreme. No enlargenment of trade between
the two countries would Icad to annexation, if the
Canadian people reniained thorough loyal to British
connections. In their contention ta this effect, the
Liberals were right. Nevertheless when these saine
Liberals dcnied that there was any annexation sen-
timent arnong the. public men of the United States
they were wrong. Indeed, there waa as much truth
on the one side as on the other.. There are a nuin-
ber of mnen in thxe United States, men ai light and
leading, who desire to sec one country
from the North Pole to thxe Panama N
Canal and. who would go a. long .way
in attempting ta gain that goal. Anid
it is a reaanahlt- imnArinl fpln« eaL4

were generally understood that Canadian annexa-
tion was the. purpose of the. pending pact, it woulddoubtiesa help the. measure to, become law. ýSen-ator McCumber of North Dakota said that Canadianannexation is the logicai conclusion of reclprocity
with Canada, andi Senator Jones of Washington,more modeat than tii. rest, conflned himeel! to anexpression o! hie desireto se Vancouver and'Brit-lish Columbia an Integral part o! the American Union.Tiien there were newepapers Which laudly pro-claimeti that, the. reoIproclty agreement was ýthe- lastchance to '!head off" the, federation o! the. BritishEmpire, and who saw In the, agreement a ýcheckupon the east and west develapment af Canada,making that country a business part of the UnitedStates with the Uine of traffic runnIng more to thenorth and oEouth. More speciflcally, these journal-Istie pundits found that reciprocity would really cutCanada Into two countries-the section eaet of LakeSuperior merging with New Eng1land andi the. East-Crn States and the, West becoming part o! the UnitediStates."

Sùrely, no further proof is neecled to show thatthere is a decided feeling towards annexation among
public men in the United States and that the people
in this country had same basis for their statements
and arguments. Eortunately, the feeling is wholly
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pening in Ontario, and will later on prevail in the
oider portions of the Canadian West.

The Situation at Ottawa.
E VERY Cariadian interested in public affairs and

public men has been greatly interested -in the
happenings at Ottawa during the past fort-

night. Sir Wilfrid Laurier and lis colleagues are
winding up the business'of an administration which
has been fifteen years in office. Mr. Borden and
lis colleagues-to-be are arranging the preliminaries
of the new administration. it is an intensely human
draina. It is fraught with men's highest ambitions
and a nation's greatest interests. He who is not
interested nmust be devoid of civic .spirit and
national intelligence.

The, drama is rendered the more spectacular bythe closing incidents of the seven-years reign ofour Governor-General and the preparations for theadvent of a new Governor-General, a prince afroyal blood. IEarl Grey is saying good-bye and re-ceiving the last congratulations of 'a people whoserespect and love he has fairly earned. Preparations
are proceeding for welcoming the Duike of Con-naught, uncle to King George V.,,who has alreadyr
begun his journey f rom London to, Ottawa.

The men who have ruled and will rule are beingmoved about on the chess-board 'of a nation'sdestiny-kings, queens, bishops, knights and pawns.It is a great game, spectacular in its living imnport-
ance and political significance. It is a great game,and a nation may welI view it with breathless
anxiety and interest.

Criticism Gives Way ta Fraise.
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