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with liquor, and tramped away bravely, swinging their
cudgels to the dire menace of the trees on either hand.

So they marched with song and shout to Dundas
Street, and down it a couple of miles eastward, until
they camne to Sandon's bridge. There they came to al
hait. The rebels must pass that way if tlxey were heiid-
ing for Hamilton. Major Strong, arranged themn ini what
order lie could, but they were, wildly excited and pre-
ferred to expend their strength in mad capers and
clamorous vociferations.

But their ardour liad time to, chili as the uineventfuil
hours crawled on and on. Vie mien began to leail
wearily on their weapons, slapping their frost-biitteni
hands to and fro, and listening with sharp eare for
ominous sounds. Only the dull thunder of Ontario,
la.shed by an east wind, answered them,. Somretimies ice
rattled down fromt the bare limbe of the trees with
startling rev'erberations. Once a dog ran throiighl ilth
woods, shivering thxe eqùilibrium of the finely balaliced
night. Ht barked at the strange sight ; then înitiidated
by a hundred echoes. of hie own noise, curled his tail
between hie legs and slunk,on.

Presently there grew a sound out of the fo'- whichi
caused the shiveri Hank to utter a cowardly "By
Jing, what's that. E very ear was painfully alert.
Hank was seen to slip behind Big .Jin. In facto' a shud-
der went through ail the ranks, for they now realised
their utter inadequacy to, cope with the foc. Again the
sound came and nearer than boefore-the tramp of horsts'
feet shivering the ice crust. It was impossible to caîcii-
late their number for the countîtess echoes among the
tree trunks. Then, too, they were flot couiing along the
road, but througli the forest trail, where their move-
ments were completely coucealed. The MUajor loe
grave. "Men are flot like tlieywere ini 1812," lie muIItter-
ed to Big Jîim. But to the meun lie showed no sigu of
waveriugz. He walked ini front of the ranks, imploriug
them to be steady, and not attacc before the word was
given. They proised betweeni chattering teeth and lie
stepped back into his place. "Yocu will leave hinm to
me," lie whispered to Big Jim. "Hlave mercy on youir
own flesh, Major," entreated the blacksmiith, but the
Major shook hie head.

"Look sharp,imen 1 Ready roi As tht command rang
ont tht vague outline of horses, looking twice thieir size
iu the fog, came into view. "What fools we be, to stay
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."Can't yutel us wliat it meane, lad ?II askcd Big
Jiun.

"Indeed, no," said the boy, pnzzled.
"Are youi-are you a rebel, boy ?" faltered the Major's

dry lips.
"Rebels ? Ha 1 Ha ! Arc we rebele, Barby, old girl?

Gues mtaybe we are. Or do y ou cati thtm revolution-
iets when it turne out successful I

Snell bantering was ixtoltrable to the sore pride ofthe Major. Barbara eaw it. "'Dear, dear Ia.jor," shecricd, leaxiing over lier horse's ueclc, "don't blame us.You don't know the tyranny frorn whicli I have escapcd".Oh, tlie horrors of nxy 114e Bound out to a dtvll !"
"Lande ! But it was fun 11 laughed Sandy, as the

xnidnight escapade camne to his mind again.
Light broke clear over the Major. "Il you nicanyou're rebels froin. the, tyraurry o!f old Stsiiford, thtn,God btess yau, youugsters, lu vitil you t",
"Dad," cried Sandy, catdig the uld man whilt hiehumour was goc>d, "for fear there nuiglit be some fus.s

froun old Stanford-thongli yau know ]Barby's cigliteen,

a-nd old enioli ta act for hierself-l tok hrri into Par-soli Browýn's as Wt canee on

waLS 90od to hear, for Ille mlottai pa;oin ha.d gonel mut o
hie breant, and ail thinge seee to lic aj111,tiiig thecin-
selves, well.

"And1( whetre are tht rebuls andMaeri?"dna-
ed Iiig Tint, iwhen thte>ctmn haid silbsi<led.

-MVhv, Mackeuniie waheetdiv n71>tlMua t
Vork, of ourse,"' shouitd the youitli, Nho lwy ris
joicedl Ii thtsuce of hois patron ; 'andio lit- li1s goeto
the stateis with aàewr of ont thouis.1id î>uîîiide% m hi$
htaid !'"

At that grealt good neshis rathier prvsýsseîl al kiss on
tht littIv hand thait hiun.v 1), thlt gru%, ilig's sidle, îîxuir-
tmlried "My daotexith ra wrnhaî forgavet

alroulnd.
Boit there a ont and dil nlot forgive iu a1i.V

'W sr le ilnk ", lie asepriînl.No onc kiiewÎ.
"Weeis lanik ?" leic sked( agaîn i tht 1 ige. No

ont' kntew. A 11onlth litcur, 1.11k s1lunik 1,açk to his aICue-s
tomled place, buit ýalldy liad çeouled ofi iiîew lt, in
had reconsidered hie dlecision about knÉcking the dlay-
lîghits onit of hua ____________
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toilet art-icles doni't gossilp. S,1 ll go to1 bud antid to

liai! ant hlotr inter wbnci Njlt-iie reýignied throuiglot
tht lionnse, a. siînail gauzet fani that laýd beenl thirowi dnwi
witli a. liandkertchief on thte iisordered drsgtahlIc
opetned softlY, and a tiny fairvl cpe froxil al rose gar-
land painitcdl ip)ni it, ai sLciîîped llhlvlither aud
thithr, toncliedeveýkrY irtiçl-ie upol the talle with a

cuver wad, "Wa1)u, wilkce Ip, stic whiepecred, "andl(
talli. Amuise me" TIen 'tI- 1 ercheil herisoif uplonl a
photograpfli of a soldier iii khiiki, ai dangk'-d hier tinly
feet. A mtoonbeamii struggling thr'ough thu winido)w il-
luiniated her faiutly.

l'ht silver backeil b)rueli Illeth firest tg) stir. It
qutiivercd ai said huklo the bail programmeît near,
"N'ont have jiunt :Irrivecd, hvntyu?

"Yn, eghed thte lrogranîIeTI, "'i mir ot, andl
nII Wonder, for 1 a tiakenr onlt for eeycnl ac,

'"IVerc voit i1earV' iii-nurr at Liwngud pink t)!,"I
liad a lovciy eN. in too, d T thinkl 1 have\( al riglit to)
fteel flaittered.( for on1t. maltil said 1 IVw1s t he imai;ge of

- )l o listeni to, fie 1" 1>rst oit al whito glo\e ex
cltcdlyv, "lials aliy onto sci1 fiv siicter? T arn ufraid suer
has g ot off with Capitain Bie,

"Nusnn,"saîd al pink belt rihboni, "'mn houind to
sayv thaot he( nieyetr took libertien with von, at iiny rate.

"No," giggled tht nlail file, "she's alasleft."
"I feel siu nnid," iid tht- lace hadecifto the

scent b)ottît."Me are sa rouîghi"
"Vonl shouild hlave more sne"retorted lier friend,

lout as site waes ordlnarv sle proiouncedl it"cnt"
"Wýhoý lu tht worldï are yout ail taldnig ablouit?" askedl

a powdtr pullf lying oni tht Dresden tray.
"Cataî. Bile, excliiinedl al choruis, " 's the

catch oIl tht wi1a9on."
"Ht est tare ak particle. for anyv of o, exclaini-

td tht hiaud glane sçornfniiyl.v "von are aL lot Of blinid
geese.Q

" Vouir rtflctioun art so vopluicnar,"mrmuircd
the pin cushion sartastitallyv.

"Wlion dots lie tare for tlien?" e-xcýlaitd Reveril
voices appealing ta tht mnirror.

"Captain Biailey, le in lov-e with Magrt"annlounced
tht mirror sttniul,"Margaret told fie so hierseif
as soon as shec camne homIe to-iniglit."

"lena flirt thien," exclainied the hiandkerchitf via-
lently.

"A sob!"critd tht belt ribbion with a sol),
"Aperfect birute!" gasptd tht glove., "Oh my poor

sisttr! "
"Oh do ehuit up!" exclainmed tht fan in a fllutter o!

excitenient.
"Voit are ail wroug, and perliaps T liadIt better waiveteremiouy for once aud explain. Captain Býailey pro-

posed ta nie ini tht conservatory this eveixin g."
"S-s," o>ne. whisperc< lu afiriglit. Margaret

had stirred lu lier sleep.
"-Oh," -,ite nurmurtd, tossiug iineasilyv, "How tht

girls do chatter." There was a short silence, and theaia weary sigu. "Sucli a flirt-but T've won-dear."i


