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THE COURIER.

our proceedings from Billy in time to
start on the expedition which ended
so disastrously for him,” laughed Diaz.
«] shouldn’t worry, Lance.”

It was obvious that nothing was to
be gained by worrying, and the sub-
ject of Billy’s absence was dismissed,
only to be referred to aftenwards in
its bearings on the comfort of the
captain and the officers. Their sprite-
ly attendant was missed twenty times
a day, now that the slower-footed

steward had the entire saloon service
on his hands.

The old tramp
crack “liner,” devouring
miles of ocean a day.

steamer 'was no
four hundred
gainst head

winds, which prevailed throughout
this voyage, a steady ten knots an
hour was her best speed. She had

been a month out of port when the
look-out man sighted the great
mountain range which forms a barrier
between the coastline of Guyaca and
the interior of that troubled land. It
was dirty weather, with gusts of
gultry wind from off shore churning
up a choppy sea.

AVING satisfied himself that the
cry of “Land Ahead!” was cor-
rect, Lance went into the chart-

room, where Diaz shortly joined him.

“Your native country is in sight,
Tony,” he said. “I was just going to
locate the bay where Wwe are to
rendezvous with your noble patriots.
Ah, here it is, a point north of that
lofty peak in the centre of the range.
Shall we run in in broad daylight, or
wait till after dark?”

«pime is the essence of the con-
tract; my poor people need these
guns badly,” responded Diaz. “Itis a
Jonely spot, chosen for that reason.
The only danger would be if news of
our coming had been cabled from Eng-
land to the Government. Yes, my
friend, I think the advantage of early
delivery would counterbalance the
risk.”
 “Right-o!” Lance assented. “We’ll
take that risk. Come up On the
bridge and watch the skipper of this

.peaceful trader make his first essay

in gun-running. Old J acob Polgleaze’s
hair would stand on end if he could
see us, eh?”

It certainly would have, had not
that grim Falmothian ship-owner been
laid under the sod in Penrhyn church-
yard nearly a month ago. For after
“rhe Lodestar” had plodded on for
three more weary hours, and when
the land was looming up distinct in
every detail, there swept into view
from the little sequestered bight for
which they were steering a low, dark
hull, topped by a smother of black
smoke. Diaz, at Lance’s side on the
bridge, gasped a Spanish malediction.
Lance flung an order to the quarter-
master at the wheel, which caused
the steamer’s course to be altered.

«The Guyacan Navy, eh, my son?”’
he said.

Antonio Diaz was proud of his Eng-
lish colloquialisms. ‘“That’s about the
size of it,” he made answer. “We are
betrayed.”

“Well, we've got to jump to a
pretty quick decision. Do you know
that boat? She can overhaul us
easily, I should say.”

Lance had raised his binoculars and
was speaking as he got his focus.

“It is not difficult to know her, con-
sidering that the Navy of Guyaca con-
sists of a brace of gunboats only,” re-
plied Diaz. “They are both Tyne-
built and fast, though. That is the
Cortez—the fastest of the two—and
she is after us without doubt. She’ll
catch us easily enough.” :

“They will shoot you or hang you,
if they find you on board with a con-
signment of guns for the enemies of
the Government?”’

«phat would be my fate to a
certainty.”,

“Then neither the guns nor you
must be found,” said Lance with de-
cision. “The guns must go over-
board, and you must play possum.
It’s a dead frost, but we are no match
for a war-vessel. She’d sink this old
hooker from a mile away, without
giving us a show.” Sy

(To be continued.)
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CANADIAN NORTHERN
- ALL THE WAY

BETWEEN

TORONTO
WINNIPEG

VANCOUVER

VIA

PORT ARTHUR FORT WILLIAM
SASKATOON EDMONTON

Connections at Winnipeg Union Station for Calgary,
Prince Albert, Regina, Brandon, and all important
points in Western Canada and the Pacific Coast.

LEAVE TORONTO 1045 P.M.
MONDAY  WEDNESDAY  FRIDAY

ALL MODERN EQUIPMENT
RELIABLE EXPRESS SERVICE

and

Through tickets to all points and Berth Reservations
from Local Agent, or write to General Passenger
Dept., 68 King St. E., Toronto, Ont., or Union Sta-
tion, Winnipeg, Man.

HOTEL DIRECTORY

THE TUSCO Comforts of your home.
American and European.
(Private Hotel) Moderate rates. Hot and
cold water in every room.

B. S. EDMONDSON, Prop., shopping dis-
triet, 235 Jarvis Street, Toronto, Ont.

KING EDWARD HOTEL
Toronto, Canada.
—FIlreproof—

Accommodation for 750 guests, $1.560 up.
American and European Plans.

RITZ CARLTON HOTEL
SHERBROOKE ST. WEST, MONTREAL
TARIFF

Single Room and Bath from $3.00 up.
Double Room and Bath from $5.00 up.
Table D'Hote and a la carte Meals at Moderate Prices.

CANADA’S FINEST HOTEL FRANK 8. QUICK, Manager.

glgonuulp Provincial (Ontario) Park

Ideal Canoe Trips—A Paradise for Campers—Splen-
did Fishing, 2,000 Feet Above Sea Level.
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‘“Nemlnigan Camp’’—Smoke Lake.

The “HIGHLAND INN” affords fine hotel service. Camps ‘“NOMINIGAN"
and “MINNESING” offer novel and comfortable accommodation at reasomn-

able rates.
‘Write for Hluustrwted advertising matter giving full particulars, rates, etc.,

orning, Union Station, Toronto, or J. Quinlan, Bonaventure Sta-

G. T. BELL, Passenger Traffic Manager, Montreal.
W. S. COOKSON, General Passenger Agent, Montreal.




