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our proceedings from Billy in trne to
start on the emcpedition which ende-d
,o disitstrously for hlm," laughbed Diaz.
1I shculdn't wonry, Lance."
ît <was obvioUS that nothing was to

be gained by worrying, and the sub-

ject of Billy's absence was dismissed,
only to be referred ýto afterwards in1
its bearings, on the comfort of the
captain and the officers. Their sprite-
ly attendant was missed twenty tîmes
a day, now that the slower400oted,
steward had the entire saloon service
on his hands.

The old tramnp steamer was no0
crack "liner," devouring four hundred
miles of ocean a day. Against head
winds, which prevailedi througliout
this voyage, a steady ten linots an
bour was lier beet speed. She had
been a montli out of port when the
look-out mani slghted the great
mountaîn range which forfs a barrier
between the coastline Of GuYaca and
the interlor of that troubled land. It
was dirty weather, 'wltl guets Of
sultry wInd frein off shore <churnfiflg
up a cliopy sea.

Hi AVING satisfied himself that the
ilcry of "Land Ahead!" was cor-

rect, Lance went jnto the chart-
room, where Diaz shortly joined hlm.

"Your native cou.nt'ry le in1 siglit,
Ton," lie said. .,I was just goiflg to
locate the bay ,where we are to
rendezvous -wîth youT noble patriots.
Ah, here it le, at point nortli of that>
la! ty Vpeak ln the centre o! the range.
Shali we run In I hbroad- daylight, or

waît tîll ofter dark?"
".Time le the essence of the con-

tract; my poor people need these
guns badly," responded Diaz. "It le a
lonely spot, cliosen for that reason.
The only danger woild, be If nows of!
our co>ming had been caeled !rom Eng-
land to the Governflent. Yes, rny
friend, lI think the advantage of early
delivery rweýuld counterbalance the
,riaI."

> "RWglit-o!" Lance assented. "We'l
-take that rlek. Corne up on the
brid-ge, and watch the skipper of this
pea>ce!ul brader inake hie fIret essay
In gun-rumid4ng. Old Jacob Polgleaze's
hair would, stand on end if lie côuld
,see us, eh?"

'It certalnly woul have, baad flot
that grlm Falmothlan ahil-owfler been
laid under the sod lI Penrhy-n churcli-
yard nearly a noatli ago. Fer after
"The Lo'deotar" liad iplodkled on for
three more weary hours, a.nd when
the land was loomlng n.p distinct li
every detall, there swept into vlew
froin the lIttle sequestered biglit for
which they were steerlng a low, diarli
huil, topped by a smother of black
smoke. Diaz, at Lance's elde on the
bridge, gasWpe a Spanlali maledctiofr.
Lance ftirng ail order to the quarter-

master at the wheel, whl0h caused
the steamer's course to be altered.

"The Guyacan Navy, eh, my son ?"

ho sald,
Autonlo Diaz was proud of hie Eng-

lilh colloqualîsOfs. "That's about the
sîze of It," lie made answer. -We are
betrayed."

"«Well, we've got to jimip to a
pretty quleli declon, Do you lcnow
that boat? She can overhaul us
easily, I sbould. gay."

Lance had ralsed bis binoculars and
was, spealclng as lie got bis focus.

"It is not diffleult te know lier, con-
siderlng that the Navy of Guyaca con-
sistsý o! a brace Mf guli!boats, only," re-
plied, Diaz. "They are both Tyne-
built and fast , thougli. That la the
'Cortez-the <astest Mf the Ùwo-and
she Is afteir us wltliout doubt. She'11
catcli us easily enougli-"

"They wlll shoot you or bang you,
If they llnd you on Iboard wlth a con-
signment Mf guns for the enenxle:3 of
the Goyerninent?"
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