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Written and Illustraited by Bonnysastie Dale

F,____ r0 paddling home from
pting the Mowich, aur lit-

tie bundie of trouble càlled
_____a motor boat, away. We were

skirting the north side of the
Island of the Beaver, when Laddie Jr.,
called from the bow, "Look at the big
muskrat! "

"«It's a mmnk! " I called. We had
just arrived ini time to interrupt a
tr age4, for up out of the weeds ahead
leapod aur oid lune grouse and whir-

ed away. Mr. Mink just missinga
fine Novembor dinner.

Look at those now.

"Run ashoro," the boy pieaded. 1
groundied the canoe and wo ioaped out
in chase of the long litho dark brown
memibier of thie Marten famiky. It
ivas Impossible to have dug the beast out,
as it non into a bank burrow under a
shore growing codas-.

"1l1 stay hore and you hustie to camp
and get haîf a dozen traps. "Off up the
steep isflands bank scrambled Laddie Jr.,
while I remained on guard.

We most carefuily examined oach path
in and oit of the burrow and set the
traps in each likeiy spot, and covcrod
them with leaves and dry codar spines;
but that bright oyed rascal stepped cau-
tiousiy out of there that night without
springing a trap. Nowv Laddie Jr. built
nice littie ish baited pockets in the bank,
made very attractive sets along the shore
edge with whoie wild ducks as liait. The
cloyen mink just reaehed out and lifted
the duck clear over the trop, and carried
it to the bank cdge, and pushed it far
back into a hode. Juist in front of the
hidden duck the lad &et a trap; but the
fur bearer wvas too clever. Each morn-
ing, after we had sat bohind the de-
coys f orc, an hour the boy would run
Off and examine hi& traps, returning
with a face piaînly marked, "No mink."

By this time twelve trops were ont
on the Beaver and hie had aiea set thre
on Sugar, the neighboring isiand, on
which ho had permission to trap. (Just
a Word bore, boy% if you wilu ask the
owners of the various places. you will
u-9uaily get permission to trap. The
sneak along and drop your trop, the
owner ain't hopne style is getting play-
ed out, and trapping grounds are heing
shut up.)

About two weeks later I eaw the boy
réturni!ng from his mink traps with a
whoily different expression written ail
over his face. It said, as plain as if it
was printed there, "I've got him" and,
indeed, lho bad, a fine oid dark browN.n
aduit, 22 inchos from hoad to tail, and
the verv next visit ho made to Sugar lie
camie back with a 120)-inch one.

Thero are more mink and fûxe's too,
thon I have ever known. Whiio ou
boys woro smoking the Big Skunk out
'If Europe the fur boarors had a chance/
te Multipiy, and if it bad not been fo
the terrifice inter of 1911748 they wouid
have 'een in stilî greater numbers.
Stiil a groat number were caught, as
the ast St. Louis fur sales had one
hundred thousand mink, and almos't as
mDany Japanose xink.

It is wonderful bow the trops cover
the oarth, and bow the tiny dribiets
Of fur f orm the mighty stroamn that
cnters iln St. Louis from the northorn

Aleutians Itoi Terra-del-feuge, and right
across the wide earth ise mre trappimg
ground. And the total value of on'
day's sales goes away over a million
dollars, and thie sale continues for nino
days. The mink are the moet numner-
ous of the Marten family. I muet tel
you of the iast Marten I saw in B.C.
There are quantfties of them out there,
but if they live below the Soothil. they
are very pale and yellow. You have to
go,> up into the centrail Rockies to get the
fine darkish peits. Near my shore buit
bungalow there was a sandpit piled
high with oid ocean's debrie. Ofteu
while seated shooting at the flight of
wild fowl over the spit have I seen the
dark yellow head and bright eyes of a
Marten watching me. And oniy once did
I kili one, as the pelt is e.o light colored.
But I aiways wanted to picture one, 80
one day, as I ws>s seated in the boiw of
the treacherous old log canoe with the
lad paddiing ever s.o gently ini the stern,
1 saw a commotion in the water ahead.
"Stop," I whispered. A rapidly darting
brown figure had driven a eunfish into a
tiny cove and promptly grabbed it with
its sharp tee'th, and was just about ta
emerge and eat it when, it epied us. The
red granite boulders of the shore line
were smooth and steep and he no'eed that
fish viciously ahead, watching us ail the
while, pushing, bun*ing and swimming,
he finaliy got the flsh up u the rock
and' scrambled out himself, seized it
and scampered up the sunny siope like a
long litho shadow.

"Gdt a giood picture of hi-m?" ques-
tioned the boy.

I wasasahamed to answer. Thero I
had.been for two full minutes with a
set camera in my bond, ail too inîtrest-
ed to snap the action, and altbough we
often saw the Marten we nover did got
a picture of one. They are much more
plump than a Mink; there is a Maten
which ie a tree climber, but you ail
know it as the Fisher. It is biggor thon
the common Marten.

Thero is no limit save exhauation te
the killing powers of a Mink. Horna-
day tells of one in the Beaver .pond in
the big New York park that killed six
wild geese in one night, and of another
that slaughtered ten herring gulis. il
have seen a.pile of deadi frogs, with the
hearts tomn out, just a neat suit in the
neck of each; f uIly fifty titbit hearts
liad this epicuro demanded.

The shy mother and the nimble trip-
ping tumbling youngsters are a sight of
wionder if you happen acroffs them on
sonie summer dry creek. They ail copy
the hcad of the famiy-the Otter-in
their fishing and hunting. Do not get this
smaîl Land Otter mixed up with the
big threo-foot Sea Ottor. The land ono
is on% a bit bigger than the Fisher, who
is a bi bigger thon the Marten, who
just overtops the Mink. But the Sea
Otter is a magnificent animal. Wbat
do you tbink of the captain of a sea-
going seaiing "schooner, with a large
crew of hunters' ahoard ropoting "ga
good catch" to a paseing scaler, when be
had but ten skins ini skin room? Yea!
but 'they were thon lawful prey and

À à
Proud of bis limn.

worth five bundred a pioco. Now none
but Indians may kili them, and tbey
arc worth three times the figure 1 men-
tioned.

It used ta instil a fèiing of awe in
our ]and born bodies to see two or tbroo
coast Indiens. staît off with the tide for
the migrating plagic seai. These by
law cannot bo killed off the Inibiioffs
and breeding islands with firearnis; but
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