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have been so acquired, shall be ini-
tiated or perfected, except as in this
section provided.

Ljands purchased under the pro vi-
sions of this Act are to be adminis-
tered as 'national forest lands' un-
der Sec. 24 of the Congressional Act,
aPProved March 3, 1891, and vani-
Ous supplemental Acts. The Secre-
tary of Agriculture is authorized to
divide any lands purchased 'into
such specifie national forests' as may
to him appear best for administra-
tive purposes.

The Act provides that five per
Cent. of any money received duning
tJie fiscal year £rom eacli of the na-
tional forests thus created shaîl be
Paid into the treasury of the State
in which any such forest is located,
'to be expeuded as the State Legis-
lature may prescribe for the benefit
of the public sehools and public
roads of the county or counties in
Which sucli national forest is situat-
ed.' No county, however, is to re-
eei've an amount in excess of forty
Pýer cent. of its total income from al
Other sources.

Pinally, the Act appropriates $25,-
000 per year for the expenses of the
National Forest Reservation Coin-
flission, the mouey to be immediate-

Lands may be bought only in the
8tateýs whose legisiatures have con-
ae'nted to'the acquisition of land by
the' Itluited States for the Ipurpose of
Pl'eserviug the navigability of
streais. The States whieh have al-
l(eady taken the necessary action are

naie" New Tlampshire, Maryland,
'irgin ia, WetVirginia, North Caro-

lia Ten ee, Southi Carolina and
Qeorgia. The first lands to be ex-
amliued for purchase will be in the
Alpalachiian and White Mountains,
W'hiCh b)ecauise of their altitudfe,
steepness and lack of protection are
i a class by thiemselves. Carefujl ex-

aý1niations which have b.een going on
frthe last ten years have proved

Iba the conditions whichi affect
Sti("6&1flow to an extremne extent
el' to be found iu relatively limited

areas, which are scattered more or
less widely. By careful selection it
is believed that much eau be doue
for the permanent improvement of
the watersheds with the purchase of
a relatively snmall part of the land.

Timbered lands may be bought
either with the timber standing on
them or with reservation by the
owner of the riglit to cut the timber
under certain rules to provide for
perpetuation of the forest. These
rules wiIl formn a part of the agree-
ment for the purchase of the land.
Since, however, the goverument eau
not; pay higli prices, it is not regard-
ed as probable that mucli land bear-
iug a heavy stand of merchantable
timber can be bought. Culled aud
cut-over lands may be bought, as well
as land covered with brush which is
useful for watershed protection,
burned land and abandoned farm
land, whether cleared or partially or
wholly covered by young tiinber
growth. Goodý agricultural lauds
will not be considered.

Hon. Jas. Wilson, Secretary of the
federal Department of Agriculture,
indicates that the policy of the Com-
mission will be to make the money
available go as far as possible. 'For
the most part,' he says, 'wc shahl
have to buy cut-over lands or lands
without mucli merchantable timber.
1 want to make it plain at the start
that T shahl recommend this class of
land only when it is offered very
che3ap. The lands acquired by the
Goverument will be held as National
Forests. They will be protected from
fire and the growth of the timber
will be improved as munch as pos-
sible. The lands will not be gamie
preserves, but will continue to be
open to the public for hunting and
fishing in accordance wîtli the laws
of the State in whichi they are situ-
ated. Ail their resonrPes will be
available for the puiblic, under rea-
sonable conditions. Another point
whichi 1 i to mhaieis that we
atre, not going to take from people
thepir bnqin '~drto pi.4 the lands
into National Forests.'


