14 8th February. 1878

North-Western Territories and the Province of Manitoba, is sure to attract a larger
number of settlers every year, and as much of the prosperity of the Dominion depends
-on the rapid settlement of the fertile lands in these Territories, it is desirable and
necessary to faeilitate such settlement as much as possible. In order to effect this,
measures will be submitted for your consideration concerning the registration of
titles, the enactment of a Homestead Law, and the promotion of Railway enterprise
in districts not touched by the Canada Pacific Railway.
Your attention will be called to a measure for better securing the Independence
-of Parliament.
Experience has shown that certain changes may advantageously be made in the
- depurtmental arrangements existing at present. A bill will be submitted to you for
accomplishing this purpose without increasing the expenditure, or the number of
Departments. :
It is very desirable that there should be uniform legislation in all the Provinces
“respecting the traffic in spirituous liquors. Hitherto that trade has been regulated
by Provincial laws, or laws existing before the Confederation of the Provinces,
-although there has been lately a conflict of authority as tothe jurisdiction of the local
authorities. A bill making the necessary provision will be submitted for your con-

.sideration.
Various measures found necessary for the amendment of existing laws will also

be submitted for your approval.

G'entlemen of the House of Commons :

The Estimates for the ensuing year will be laid before you at an early day. They
have been prepared with an anxious desire to provide for all the branches of the
public service and the execution of pressing public works within the limits of the
-expected revenue, without increasing the burden of taxation.

I have directed that the Public Accounts of the past financial year shall be laid

+before you.

On motion of Mr. Mackenzie, seconded by Mr. Laflamme,
Ordered, That the Speech of His Excellency the Governor-General to both
‘Houses of the Parliament of the Dominion of Canada, be taken into consideration on

Monday next.

Resolved,—That Select Standing Committees of this House, for the present
‘Session, be appointed for the following purposes:—1. On Privileges and Elections.
~—2. On Expiring Laws.—3. On Railways, Canals, and Telegraph Lines.—4. On
Miscellaneous Private Bills.—5. On Standing Orders.—6. On Printing.—%7. On Public
.Accounts.—8. On Banking and Commerce.—9. On Immigration and Colonization,—
which said Committees shall severally be empowered to examine and enquire into all
such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House; and to report
from time to time their observations and opinions thereon; with power to send for
‘persons, papers and records.

Myr. Speaker communicated to the House the Report of the Librarian upon the
state of the Library of Parliament, (Sessional Papers No. 11.)

And then The House adjourned till Monday next.




