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Septeinber is a busy mionth vith the lover of flowers, so
iuch enjoyient and pleastre depending ipol the forethoauglt
of the gardener and the amaount of work accomplishiei riiag
this and the folloawing mîonîth. A little negle't of imatters wvlhiX'l
should bc attended to now may cost those who live in the
North the loss of iany of their miost cherished Winter-blooi-
ing plants.

A humorist declares that the waiy to make a short Winter is
to give a note in the Fall due the next Spring. I canii suggest a
muicl better and pleasanter way. It is to keep plenty of Winter
and Spring llowaering plants in the house. By " plenty " I mean
just ais Imiany ais one cau care foi proierly. Better suiceed with
one plant tlan liave a liiilrtd ieglectel, dilalildatud. sorry-
looking talnes. A few healthy plants-and they w ill be lcalthy
aid thriftv if but a little attention is bestowed upion themi-
will, in their grautitide, give fortha a profi,ion of bloom to chier
and enaoirage their care-taker. ''lhe amateur shuldi keep this
advice in mlind, as I believe the pri ilal soU e of failaurc lies
in commaaencing with auri planits than one cain properly care
for. Start w ith a fc'w this a 'ar and aidd to themîî frot timie to
timie as you gainico alenc by experience.

There are a fewt important point., neessar to keep in muind.
First of all, plants naust have liglt, and îmst plants suinligltal
therefore, a awilial w facing, the South sioili, if possible, be
selected for the wiindow gardeu. Phats require fresl air just
as do humain beings, and it seeis tao prula e the saime effect
ipaon thci. A plant housed lp waithouît frel air s' oon beco sme

pale, a eaîk and die:, w hile direct draulàts of i old air are eqaîiiillyN
fatal. A little butsid air shoald be adintted t the roui diring
the iiddle aor nariitest part of the Whiter dlaî, in tich a waiy aîs
not to greatly reduace the temiiperature and withouat allowiiig a
irect diraugh lt strike the phîta. Water shiould bc given very

day. nless the suil lajja.s to be iflit iiitl3 moist fromt the
previois watering. Do iit ket i aat era under the pots aiiuless
it is actilntly ncsalr to ave the carpets. I belieca this prac-
tice is the direk t caîuse of a great pt n ciitage of the ainati ur
gaîrdieier's loss. Water statiiig in the sauiters keeps th
soil in the pots soggy. a condition few plants will stand. If
saucers are used, care shouild bc taken either to eipty themi
vlien the water has drained thiroigli, or to water so carefully

that there is but little or no excess of inoistuîre. It is truc there
aire .\ceptions to iarlî etvry iAlc above meniond. Wc havc
plits-thie pahas, for instanutc-tiait thrive auit h little or nu
direct sunlighit. preferring ai àhade positivn. Otiers, like the
cyqperu. aîltrwuaa, thric ii a souil nialla soaked n ith

water.
One of the first things tu be Lait this iîonthi to select the

Iolland bulbs, muorec cuclîla.ulled'î "FaIl bulha,' utated
both for indoor and uutdoor platiig, aind scnd the order for
thicim to a reliable seesian or florist. Tis shou lic L ie as
early as pussibae, since these ulbs must b plaintcd during
October or Nusmber, ahether for Winter flouering in the
house or for flouering in the gaden t following Spring. The
bulbs aire imported and freq-utientl the dealers sell out and are
unable to suipply orders se;at inte in the Fall. Thecse bulbs are
just nouw ver3 cheap and 2gi grand display calie madte ait siall
cost. For pot culture, any good garden soil will answer for
Autaumnî bulbs. If the aoils somuenlat sandl or porouis and
rathuer rich, it twill best contribute to a healthy groNthli. After
planting and before Winter setb in cover thl beds outI of doors
with ai goud dresing of leaes, say fivc, six or mure inchts
deep, and over this thîrowa a little bruishi, earth or manure, to
prevent the leaves bloning off. CoaIrse miiaaire will answer
in place of leaves. In the Spring rake off the covering, taking
off about onte-halhf at first, and theii wait about a waeek before
reioviig the reiainder. Reinove all flouers as the3 fade.

The hyacinth, narcissus and trotus will grun ln ghii s of
vater, speciali glasses fur the purpose beinîg sold by the seeds-
amîenl, but pot culture is mure natuiral aid affurdis blettr resuls.
Tulips are excellent put plants, muust of the eariu sinigle varieties
being suitable for the purpuse.

An excellent plan is tu plant a varicty of bulbs ii one box.
Take a common wouleun box tf any dcsired mize and about

eiglit inches deep. It may ie ornaniented by painting it or by
covering the surface witi split sticks from wvhich the bark has
not been renoved. Fill the box vith good garden soil inixed
waith a little sand to improve the drainage and to keep it from
baecoinîg ipacked or heavy by frequent watering. The box
nay bc planted with bulbs of a single kind or of several varie-

ties, planting the tall-growing sorts in the center surrounded by
the lower kinds. When the box has been planted place it
in a cool, dark place, watering frequently to prevent the soil
froma becoming dry. About the last of Noveiber or the first
of Decenber place the box in the window of a nioderately cool
rooni, and the ilowers vill then mature slowly aniîd keep in per-
fection a long tiuie. If forced forward in a temperature avcrag-
ing 70 to 75 legrees. they wili blooi too carly and soon fade.
By tilling a inuber of boxes in this way and bringing them into
the light several weeks apart, a continuous sucesson of blooms
m1a1y be had throughout the season, as the bulbs wien planted
and kept in a cool, dark place lie dormant unitil brouglit out into
the liglit and il warier teiperatuire. This is ailso true of bulbs
growa n in water. ''ie water should be kept juîst bclow the base
of the bulb, not nearer to it than an eigithi of an incli, and should
be chan etd ais it becones discolored. X s soon as the rilowers
begin to fade they should bc remioved. The bulbs should then
bc plant 'd in carth, ais they vill answ er for the garden, though
they caiaut bc flowered in water twice with good results.

With the exception of lilies, aill Aaitun bilbs should be
taken up as sooi ais th leaves becone brown and put away
antil the nlext planting time. Wlien the bulbs are taken up,

allow then to ripen i the shale for a few days; then renove
the tops and roots and put theml away i ai cool place until
wanted aîgaîin for planting.

Ilyacinths planted in the optn grouind shinuli be set three or
four inches below the surface, while for hoise culture lialf of
the bulb shoild be allowed to remiiaiiii above the top of the soil.
Roaina hyacintlis are the earliest, fioweriiig about the iolidays.
They aire very beautifail and deserveuly popular.

Tulips should be planted abouit fiae inches alairt and three
inches deep in the garden, and about lialf ais deep for louse
culture.

The crocus is one of the first flowers of Spring in the North-
ern States, the bulbs throwing up their Icaves before the frost is
fairly gone, and thiir flowvers baurtiang forth il Marclh and April.
Plant in the gardeai ait leaast two inches dieep. The crocus
flonrs vell in the house in Wintcr and the bulbs nay be
plantcd a closely together ais possible. As the bloons endure
but for a short time, they are not ais great favorites as other
bailb flowers for w indov gardens.

The galaithis, or snondron, is the first floter of Spring,
beautiful, delicate, pure white and flowering about the first of
Marc h. The bulbs shoild be planted lia clasters about two in-
ts deep and about the sane distance apart. For the house,

plant about a dozcin iii a sinal pot. A few sanow-drops and
crocuses plantcd ou the lawn give a refreslhing effect in the
carly Spring and miion ing does iot effect the bulbs. as the leaves
ripen before the grass needs cutting.

The arcinus, including the vell known daffodlil and jonquil,
is a fine carly-blooming Fall bulb. Most of the varieties are
hardy and mîay be set out in the Autun, like the liyacinth, and
allowed to remîaina in the ground for yeairs. The polyanthus
narcissus, known as the Chiinese Sacred Lily ainl 'he Chinese
Nat:oinail Flower, is not quite hardy in this climate, unless
planted in sandy soil and vell covered before Winter, and even
then it inat y fail. For flowering in pots in the haouse, or in
dishes of watecr pairtly filled with gravel, nothing is more satis-
factory.

Dairing this month in Northern latitudes one shoaild reiove
tender plants front the flower b d to the bouse. Callas, lan-
taias and all ther very tender pl mts should be taklen in before
the night be<.oin frosty. These plantt, together withi gera-
nimiiii, iaontlhly roses and inost other tender plants, ea be kept
dormant over Witcr wlaeia potted and stored in the cellar,
placiig themi ahere they receive sone light and giving them.an
occasiunail watering tu prevent the soil fron drying out.

384


