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profession. He wis adinitted to the bar in iS65, atid coliiiiieliced to
practice in Molitreal.

Lik-e iliany others, Mr. l'ailloli coiiiiiieiiced to tal-ze aii iiiterest
in politics at aii carly age. A very stroiig figliter, lie sooti rose froin

the rallks, aud, il' 1875, was selected Io bear the cosiservative
staiidard iii the electoral divisiou of Moiltreil East, the iliost

poptiloils constitueiicy and the inost iilil)orti.iit in the Proviiice of
Quebec. 'Mr. Tailloii did tiot deccive the expectatioiis foriiied of

liiiii. He was elected by a large majority. Ou subsequeut occa-
siotis, lie asked of tlie electors of this powerftil division the reiiewal
of tlieir cotifidetice, aild eacli tiiiie his iiame was rettiriied it the licad
Of the liSt. 111 1882, %vlieil the Lezgislative Assembly met after the
aliiiost plietionieilal victory of the Cotiservitive party at the Geueral
Electious of Deceniber 2nd, iSSi, 'NIr, Ch-ipleau, tlien prime illitlis-

ter, proposed the electioii of àfr. Tailloii as speaker of the Legislative
Assembly. This propositiou was carried ivith eiitliii.sia.sili, atid Mr.
Taillon moinited the presideiitial chair. iiiiid the acclamultious of the

whole Cliaiiiber. He occupied this dihthiguislied position for two
years, duriiig which period lie displayed his urbanity, his impartial-

ity, and his fâmiliarity with the rules of parliainetitary procedure.
Dtiriiig this saille period, INIr. Cliapleiii liad retired froin provincial

politics, and resigned together his portfolio as head of the Cabinet,
and his seat in the Proviiicial Legislattire, of wliich lie liad been a
iiielliber since Conféderatioii, to accept the post of Secrtt,.iTy of State

in the Fecieril Cabitiet. Tlie late judge ',\Iotissee-tit liad takeil his
place as Premier of the Proviiice of Quebec. The INIotisseau niiiiistry
lasted a year atid a. lialf, -ind was replaced by one headed by Docto.r
Ross, iii wliich 1\1r. Tiilloii received, 011 JZIll'arY 23r(l, 1884, the
portfolio of Attortiey-Gt:iieral. Ou this occasion Mr. Taillon was

elected by acclamation iii Montreal East.
l'lie Ross-Taillou iiiiiiistry lasted two years. With a large

majority in the Le,-islative Assenibly, a majority secured at the
polls oil Deceinber 2iid, 188 1, it seeined to be justified iii claiming a

lon- lease of life. But serious events had happetied in the North'

West. Louis Riel, rettiriied a short time previously from the Utlited
States, liad raised the standard of rebellion througliout, the territo-
ries. Before the country could realize, eveii, wliat was goitig on iii


