
Bis Majesty and HisImperial Parliament would cori.
cur in enacting such Laws and in giving such facili.
ties and encouragement to this stupendous underta"
king as would insure its success.
- To entitle ourselves however to the active aid of
the Imperial Governîment in this great nieasure, we
nust evince a disposition to contribute to it to the
extent of our means, and even, if it were possible, to
go beyond them ; for we ought not to expect our
Mother Country to expend her resources for our be-
nefit,while we, who will so immediately reap the ad-
vantage, are restrained by cold narrow selfish feel-
ings from giving our fullest support to the measures
necessary to its success.

By the Report of the American Canal Commission-
j ers in January 1817, it appears-That the great

Western Canal, when completed, will be in length
353 miles, 29 1-2 chain, in width on the'water sur-
face 40 feet, in width at the bottom 28 feet, and in
depth of water 4 feet.
That the length of the Locks is ninety, and their

width in the clear twelve feet. That the estinate
of the total expense for completing the said Cariai,
is $4,881,738 ; or at thé average rate, including
the expense of constructing seventy-seven Locks, of
about $13.830, or a little more than three thousand
Pounds Sterling per mile. And from subsequent Re-
ports of the- same Commissioners, it appears, that
hitherto the work bas -been done at a rate greatly
within the Estimate. This then is data for us to go
upon, and by which we may be'enabIed to form a
tolerably correct estimate of the sum it would re-
quire to complete a work of such vast public utility.
Your Committee, in this first Report, do not consid-
er it necessary, neithet a~re they prepaí-d to go into
any detail respecting the Carial ; they wish merely
to draw the attention of the Governnwat and the.


