BIC WAR OPERATION IN WEST
THOUGHT TO BE NEAR AT HAND

Good Ground for Belief That Big Push Will Begin .:mncr This
Year Than Last.
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operations on the western front
day on a larger scale leads to the be-
lief that the long expected big opera-
tions there are at hand.
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BRITAIN SEEKS TO CLOSE
LAST EXIT FOR SUBMARINES

New Danger Zone Proclaimed Through Route North of Scotland
and Down Irish Coast.
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EMPIRE'S WOOL CLIP
NEFDED FOR

\RVIES

Shrinkage of World's Supply Compels
Britain to Safeguard Output
I ! 3 Re

nor

A despatch from
plying in the Hc
eriticism of the Goy
of requisitioning the w the
Empire,. H. W. Forster, ancial se
retary to the War Office, expl
that the shri ge of the world’
ply of wool 1 «
ernment to safeguard the enormous
supplies needed for the Entente
armies. He declared with emphasis
that this action was solely a war
measure, and without ulterior mo-
fives. Recognizing the importance of
xporting wool in order to maintain
zhe rates of exchange, Mr. Forster
said that if it proved practicable the
Government would do its utmost to tacking submarine is provided for in
stimulate exports even at the sacri-'a resolution introduced in the Cham
fice of some part of the wool requir- |ber of Deputies on Tuesday Ly Andr
ed for home consumption. | Lefevre

ALL COAL MINES IN BRITAIN
TAKEN OVER BY GOVERNMENT
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RBIG REWARD FOR CREW
THAT DESTROYS A SUB.
A despatch from Pari ay A
prize of 500,000 francs for the crew
of any French, allied or neutral vessel
which succeeds in destroying an at

A New Officer Known As “Controller of Coal Mines” Will be in
Charge of Department.

A despatch from London says: It ment to control the coal mines. The
has been decided by the Board of | directors of the Loidon
Trade to take possession of all coal | Western Railway
-in_eu in the United Kingdom for the | services of their general
E South Wales already taken over. Board. Mr, Calthrop’s official desig-
The President of the Board of Trade nation will be “Centroller of Coal
Yas decided to set up a new depart-| Mines.”
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TRY TO RAISE INTEREST
ON THE LAST WAR LOAN.

lespatch from London says: The

A

; German Government is now discussing
| with the Bundesrat new direct and in-

direct taxes to raise £50,000,000 inter-

! and North- | ost on the last war loan, according to
have placed lh8| Berlin newspapérs, quoted in a Hague
gd manager, | despatch to the Exchange Telegraph
of the war in addition to those | Guy Calthrop, at the disposal of the ! (‘(,,p 5 -

It is probable, add the
that the new taxes will apply to coal
nfine exploitation and railway trafiic,
with an increased tax on war profits.

ording |

papers, |

FIVE BILLIONS
OF DOLLARS

Success of British Loan Bitter
Pill for Germany to
Swallow.

A despatch from London says: The
Times’ financial editor on Saturday
writes: “The Stock Exchange is talk-
ing confidently about a thousand mil-
lions of ‘new money’ from the loan.
We repeat the estimate under all re-
| serve, for, of course, it is only guess
work, but undoubtedly the figure is
|beyond all precedent, and all the
| early expectations of Stock Exchange
tips, which ‘are usually based on fair-
ly elaborate calculations arising out
' of data which is more accessible there
than elsewhere. Five weeks ago noth-
ing even remotely approaching such

|

a huge figure was believed attainable.
| For the purpose of checking any esti- |

| securities which carried the rights of
conversion. These were £899,927,000
four and a half per cent. war loan,
£ 516,000 five per cent. Exchequer
bonds, though the latter naturally are
| less likely to be converted.

“A feature of the subscriptions in
many country districts has been the
quantity of gold brought to the banks
and post offices by working men- and
women. In Enfield, a busy muni-
tions area, £7,000 in gold was paid
for small amounts of stock certificates
during the week. Among Saturday’s
subscriptions were £1.000,000, Lord
Nichelham; £650,000, Rio Tinto Com-
£150,000, Kodak Co.; £50,000,
Singer - Sewing Machine One
gratifying feature of the war loan is
seen in the extent which the County
of Dublin farmers subscribed. For
the most it money in
hard cash. On Friday the amount of
subscriptions received at the head of-
fice of the Bank of Ireland in College
Green exceeded £1,000,000.”
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GERMANS ARE BLUFFING
ABOUT SUB NUMBERS

But. American Says There is Surpris-
ing Lot of New Troops.

A despatch from London says :—
An Amsterdam despatch to The Times
tes an American who has just ar-

i there from Frankfort, where he
ided eighteen months, as

that the Germans have a great

1ber of new troops.
1ys that every Ger-
v » who is not
mition industry has
army, with the

lespatch
1 man of m
¢ 1 in the m
been ordered into th
ult that the German troops are
row more numerous tha: the be-
rinning of the war.

In reference to the submarine cam
paigh the . American said that the
stories current in Holland about the
immense number of German sunbmar.
ines was a German bluff, as he claim-
ed to have information that there
were not two hundred of the undersea
craft” available. Referring to the
‘ood situation he said:

“The allies have them down pretty
well, but they are prepared for more
hardships. The Germans can stand
anything. 1 left Germany Dbecause
the situation was growing too bad to
be pleasant. Life in Frankfurt was
very hard for the people. Any other
population would rebel. Ther: was a
very bitter feeling there against the

re
at

higher authorities and the people who |

were responsible for the war.”
R
TO REDUCE TRAVEL
IN SUBMARINE ZONE

A _despatch from Ottawa says:—

i Action which will reduce the number

of women and childeen' Jeaving Can-
ada for Eusopean countries adjacent
te the zone of Germany’s submarine
operations or which may even prevent
such travel entirely, will probably be
taken by the Government. The dang-
ers of navigation, consequent upon the
submarine warfare and the Jecessity
of passing through the damer zone,
make it inadvisable to allow women
and children to undertake sucl{ voy-
ages at the present time,

|BRITISH ATTACK ON TWO-MILE FRONT
TAKE DEFENCES NEAR MIRAUMONT

About 800 Prisoners, Virtually All Prussians, Were Taken, in
Addition To Heavy Losses Inflicted on Enemy.

wnd

and on

north
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mont and Petit Mirau
south respectively of th
the road to Bapaume,
On Sunday the Germans tried to
gain the positions taken from them
by the British, but their attempts
were fruitless. Attacking™in waves
the Germans came under ti
trated fire of the British
were sw back to their
suffering  heavy casualties
place did the attacking for« re

London, Feb, 18.—~Again the Brit-
|ish have struck on both sides of  the
| Ancre, cutting a wide gap in the Ger-
!man lines and pushing within a few
 hundred yards of Petit Miraumont. A

successful attack Saturday captured
trenches on a front totalling more
than two miles to an almost uniform
| depth of a half mile.

[ It was another of the thoroughly-
| planned attacks the British have de-
'livered recently an the Somme-Ancre
front, far different from trench raids. the British line, and the British
Its main object was to push closer to The British «
’lhe immediate objectives of Mirau-  tured 780 officers and men.

CUBAN BAY MAY BE THE REFUGE
| FROM WHICH U-BOATS OPERATE

|

guns and
trenches,

At ‘no
Achn
uf

fered no casualties. ap

| News of the Revolutionary Outbreak in Cuba Greatly Interests
British Officials.
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A despatch from London says:
British officials are greatly interested
in the news of the revolutionary out-
break in Cuba, where, they assert,
they have reason to suspect German |
agents have been at work for a long
time. Only a few weeks ago Captain
Hans Boehm, a German army officer,! rcason to
was taken from the Dutch steamer! (
Zeelandia at Falmouth. He had in his' a3
possession a chart of Santa Lucia
Bay, Cuba, where, according to other
papers seized at the same time, Ger-|
man agents had secured an oil con-|

DOMINION TO ISSUE
ANOTHER WAR LOAN

Flotation Early in March to be
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HALIFAX IS PCRT
OF EXAMINATION

Neutral
U.S.

ment

Vessels Leaving the
to Call

of at Falmouth

Payable in Canada and There Instead

New York.
A despatch from Ottawa says
‘anadian war loan, the
to be issued in the Dominion, will
floated probably early in March. In
view of the exchange situation be-
tween Canada and the United States,
which is at present adverse to this
country, it is regarded as likely that
the securities of the new loan will be
made payable both in Canada and New
York.

No information as to the
terms or price of the new issue
however, be given at present, as these
details will not be:settled until imme-
diately before the loan is floated and
will be determined largely by the con-
ditions which then prevail.
The Finance Minister, it is
stood, has been assured that he will
have the co-operation, in the flota-
tion of the new securities, of the bond-
dealers and brokers, whose activity
¢ontributed materially to the success
of the last domestic loan of $100,
000.000
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GERMANY'S WAR COSTS
SIXTY BILLION MARKS.

amination at

blockaded area

A despatch from London says: Ger %
many’s war costs to date have reach-

ed the total of sixty billion
says a telegram from Berlin, forward
ed by the correspondent at Amster-
dam of Reuter's Telegram Company,
Limited.

INDIA HAS CURTAILED

TATEW AY

marks,
SERVICE

London,

the

Indian Gover
curtailment

the organiz

and natural

to increasing the

GERMAN TROOPS MOVED
FROM FRONTIER TOWNS

A despatch from Amsterdam

The majority of the German troops
recently concentrated on the eastern
border of Holland now have disap-
peared from the towns along the
frontier, according to reports received
by The Handelsbladt,

ays

gent rea

| FRANCE HAS ADOPTED
DAYLIGHT SAVING
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Over 1,400 Soldiers Voted Against It
and 221 For It.

A despatch from Vancouver says:—
A cable gives the result of the pro-
hibition vote overseas up to Wednes-
day evening as'1,406 against, 221 for
and 41 spoiled hallots.
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'WITHOUT FIRING A’ SHOT |
CAPTURED STRONG POSITION

Surprise Austro-German Garrison in

the Carpathians.

Russian - Detachments

18, — Germans . statement issued to-day by the War
dressed in white yesterday took the | Department, immediately drove out
.(h(- gl m.”;v,hg- Teutons. In the Carpathians
e Russian detachments surprised and
of Dvinsk, on the 'captured without firing a shot a
eastern front, and <strongly fortified Austro-German posi-
ine Russian trench. t'cr scuth-west of Okna. Teuton coun-
says the official JAtacks were repulsed.

Petrograd, Feb.

offensive against
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ARE PLAYING
GERMAN GAME

So Long as U, S. Ships Remain
in Port for Fear of
Attack.

A despatch from Washington says:
The hless German submarine cam-
paign and its effects upon the United
States were dizcussed lale on Friday
by President Wilson and the Cabi
The meeting lasted only
aid. n
had been decided on

afterward it was

the economic effect
tie-up of shipping out

of the partial
of American
ports were the subjects on evhich the
Cabinet attention. Se ATy
McAdoo is piling a list of els
held in port and Secretary Redficld is
| making a comprehe analysis of
the inroads submarines are making on
shipping genetall;

Consideration is given by the Gov-
ernment to the different phases of
the that have developed
since the ak in relations with Ger-
many, including ‘the detention of the
Yarrowdale prisoners, the crisis with
Austria, the plight of Americans in
Tuork Be High offi-
prins to-day, however, to
the great funda-
tal problem before the nation is

3 submarine campaign itself.
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MILITA TO DRILL
2 NIGHTS EACH WEEK

Active Campaign to be Institu-

ted to Bring Units Up
to Strength.
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di  Gr next  Tues but all
theatres will be permitted to give both
{morning and ever performances.
The two-course meal regulation, which
applies to all hotels and restaurants,
into effect to-day.
<
NAVIGATION TO OPEN
EARLIER THIS YEAR

will be no

N

goe

| A despatch from Port Arthur says:
| —lIce conditions at this end of Lake
Superior favor an early opening of
! navigation. Open water commences
flt Thunder Cape, 18 miles out. The
(weather has been cold, but high
lwh!d_; have kept the ice broken up.




