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'PASSENGERS ON

1. C.R.DECREASED

Annual Report Shows Falling Off in
Local Traffic of $100,000 for Year

Through Travellers Increased About 25,000---Large Gains
in Freight Tonnage and Receipts---Labor Disputes and

Lockouts Discussed in the
Presents a Rosy Report.‘

House---Interior Department

Ottawa, Jan. 9—There was a fairly good
attendance , when the house met today
after the holidays. Some bills were intro-
duced, several returns and blue books pre-
sented and a long list of questions ans-
wered.

Mr. Aylesworth introduced a bill cor-
recting a clerical error in the agreement
between the Grand Trunk Railway and the
government in connection with the exten-

. son of the Intercolonial to Montreal.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier introduced a bill to

ncrease the representation in the house

»f commons of the two new western prov-
inces. The population of Saskatchewan is
257,763 and of Alberta 184,349,

The representation of Saskatchewan, by
the bill, will be increased to ten represen-
tatives and Alberta to sevem rTepresenta-
tives. The premier said that he would
have the bill referred to a committer to
prepare the schedules after it was read a
second time.

In answer to Mr. Monk, Mr. Fielding
said that pending the revision of the tariff
the dominion government had not entered
into negotiations with any country for
closer commercial arrangements.

Strikes and Lockouts Discussed.

R. L. Borden moved his resolution in
favor of more effective Iegis]a;ion provid-
ing for the prevention and settlement of
disputes between employers and workmen.
He said that in 1901 there were 104 strikes
end lockouts; in 1902, 123, strikes and lock-
outs; in 1903, 160; 1904, 103, and in 1905,
Bl. He spoke of the evils of strikes and
lockouts and their existence showed the
inadequacy of the conciliation act.

He spoke of the success which attended

' compulsory arbitration in New Zealand but
did not commit himself to it. A commit-
tee of the house should inquire into exist-
ing conditions and to frame proper legis-
lation in the interests of employers and
‘employes.

Mr. Lemieux said that the department
of labor had all the information which Mr.
Borden desired a committee to obtain. A
ccmmission on- labor had prepared a most

exhjustive report in 1902. This commis-

siod was appointed to . investigate labor
trofibles in 1902. The conciliation act was
efféctive. It was the first step. The rail-
way disputes act was another step forward
ani the bill which he had recently intro-
duced in regard to strikes, etc., was an-
other advance. Under that bill strikes and
leckouts were forbidden until a board of

onciliation had taken action and made a
eport. Theéommittee could only hear
'he - employers, who would get away and
would not get the views of the employes
who could not come to Ottawa. -
Labor M. P.- Praises Government

Mr. Verville was of the opinion that
the house had all the information neces-
eary for compulsory conciliation and the
country was not ready for compulsory ar-
bitration. The labor department was doing
good work and Mr. Lemieux’s bill was a
good one.

Ralph Smith said that the conciliation
act had worked well. Forty strikes had
been; settled in six years by the labor de-
partment. For years the department of
labog had been compiling information and

! "he,.suggestion of the leader of the opposi-
“tion was proposing to obtain, in a few
diys, what it took six years for the labor
drpartment to compile.
~ Mr. Smith spoke of the interest the Con-
™ ervatives had in the labor question when

o 1888 they appointed a commission to in-
wire into labor problems and it existed

or four years. The cost was $80,000. The

:ommission made no recommendations and
;he government took no action upon what
was done. He opposed any delay in going
on iwith Mr. Lemieux’s"bill.

Mr. Smith moved an amendmeant approv-
ing of what the conciliation aci and the
vailway disputes act had accomplished and
endorsing the bill introduced by the min-
ister of labor for compulsory conciliation
aid asking that it be.proceeded with this
gasion. / .

Mr. Bourassa approved of the bill and
esd that Canada was ready for compul-
gy conciliation.

Mr. Foster moved

1e debate.

iallway and Oanal lReport.

The annual report of the railways and
anals department was presented to the
aouse today. The total expenditure for
the year ended June 30 was $15,732,812,
of which $6,102,565 was charged to capi-
tal, $7,805,653 to revenue, and $1,736,593
to income.

The expenditure on government rail-
ways prior to and since confederation up
to July 1, 1906, on capital was $154,876,-
086. on income $159,466,261, making a total
expenditure of $314,342.348. The revenue
received from July 1, 1867, to July 1, 1906,
amounts to $112,571,053.

The expenditure on canals was $114,-
395,281, and_ th erevenue derived there-

i from $13,513,583, *

The number of miles of completed rail-
ways. are 21,518, an increase of 917 over
1905, besides 4,085 sidings. The miles in
operation are 21,353.

ths ‘y:djour nment of

The accident returns show a total of
361 killed, sixteen of whom were passen-
gers, 139 employes, and 206 others.

There were 1,365 injured, of whom 235
were passengers, 890 employes and 242
others.

At the close of the fiscal year there
were 814 miles of electric railway, the
paid up capital of which was $63,857,-
970. The gross earnings were $10,966,872.
The working expenses were $6,675,038.
The car mileage was 50,618,836, an increase
of 4,659,735 miles. :

There were forty-seven persons killed,
twelve being passengers, two employes,
and thirty-two others.

There were 1,653 persons injured.

The figures regarding the I. C. R. have
already been published. The passenger
traffic produced 30.06 per cent. of the
gross earnings and the freight traffic 65.67
per cent., and the carriage of mails and
express 4.27 per cent.

1. C. R. Passengers Decreased.

There was a decrease of 73,800 in the
number of passengers carried. The de-
cline was in the local passengers, there
being an increase of 24,656 in the number
of through passengers. There was a sub-
stantial increase in both the local and
through tonnage in regard to freight.

A return was presented td parliament
today dealing with the alleged miscon-
duct of I. L. Burrill, paymaster of the
Intercolonial railway; Moses “Tracey, in-
spector, and Bruce McDougall, of the
audit office. Jas. Campbell, of Bedford
(N. 8.), complained of the pay car not
stopping to pay him and Luke Daye, a
trackman, of Sydney, and said that Bur-
rill “wanted to be nasty” to him.

Mr. Burrill said, in the first case, that
the engineer failed fo stop, and in regard
to Daye he said that he was insulting and
his statements largely untruhtful.

C. A Lowe, the agent at Sydney, re-
ports that “‘there is great complaint from
the men in all departments of the I. C.
R. here as to the manner in which they
are paid.” He then gives instances. To
this Mr. Burrill makes answer that some
of Mr. Lowe’s men would like the pay-
master “to present their cheques on a
silver salver with gloved hands, and Mr.
Lowe did not do anything to facilitate
our work at Sydney. He generally. pre-
sents himself long enough to receive his
cheque.” Mr. Burrill adds that Mr.
Lowe’s letter was “both childish and im-
practicable, and the result of offended dig-
nity.”

T. Williams, of the acc i -
ment, thought Mr. Burﬁll@?ﬁf}pﬁlﬁ-
ed the intentions of Mr. Lowe's letter,
which was to stop in Sydney an agita-
tion against the system of payment.

;.Sou_xe correspondence follows about wiss-|
ing payrolls which afterwards turned up. |

The  goods purchased from George H.
Cochrane, of Moncton, for the Intercol-

‘onial from Jan. 1, 1904, to Dec. 20, 1906,

amounted to $50,725.

‘A return presented today shows that
the oil purchased by the I. C. R. from
the New Brunswick Petroleum Company
from Jan. 1, 1904, to March 31, 1906,
taken from wells other than Memram-
cook and Dover, was 10,435 gallons, at ten
cents, making $1,043. From thé wells of
Memramcook there was purchased 51,730
gallons, for $5,173.

A Rosy Report.

The annual report of the department
of the interior has been distributed. There
was an increase of $697,439 in the gross
revenue of the department as compared
with the previous year and the area of
land disposed of by land companies
holding grants from the crown was nearly
double the acreage sold during 1904-05.
These results, the report says, should be
considered the strongest ground for prose-
cuting with increased vigor the land and
immigration policy of the administration.

The total revenue from dominion lands
for the last decade was $13,139,941 as
compared with $2,343,835 for the preceding
ten years.

The homestead” entries for .1996 were
41,869 compared with 30,819 for 1905, an
increase of 11,050. In 1896 the entries
were 1,857. The entries for the past vear
represent a total population of 105,420
souls. Over - 65,000 of those immigrar;ts
who came to Canada last year settled on
government lands. The report says that a
contract was entered into wgth the Rob-
bins Irrigation Company of Eondon, Eng-
land for the irrigation of 380,573 acres ly-
ing to the west of Medicine Hat. This
will greatly assist a district which re-
quires irrigation to develop its full, possi-
bilities.

The average price obtained for school
lands in Alberta was $11.55 per acre and
in Saskatchewan of $14.32 per acre.

Mr. Emmerson told Mr. Crocket that
230 acres of land were purchased during

the past year for the Intercolonial shops |
The price was $32,043. No|

at Moncton.
land has been purchased for the G. T. P.

To Dr. Black, the minister said that the
minister of justice was asked to report
whether the owning and operation of a
competing line by the Dominion Atlantic
Railway was a breach of the government’s
lease of the Windsor branch road.

N.B. LEGISLATURE TO
. MEET FEBRUARY 14

Forestry Convention Will Be Held February 20 and 2i---
Pecision in Fredericton Sewage Appeal at Next Month’s
Meeting---J. V. Lynn Resigns From Normal School Staff

and Miss Baxter Succeeds Him.

Tredericton, Jan. 9.—The government
fas decided to advise his honor to sum-
-mon the legislature to” meet for the des-
patch of business on February 14th.
Tt was decided to hold the forestry conr
vention on February 20th and 2lst.
Premier Tweedie stated this evening

that the decision in sewage case would

be given during the February meeting.
The board of education met this after-

noon and accepted the resignation of J.

V. Lynn, instructor in manual training at
the Normal School. Miss' Baxter, daugh-
fer of George E. Baxter of Andover, who
has been on the staff for several years,
was appointed to. the position and  Mr.
Patterson, of Codys, succeeds the latter.
Mr. Lynn has accepted the position of di-
rector of manual training for the public
schools of Calgary.

The members of the government will
leave for St. John by the 10 o’clock train
tomorrow to attend a meeting of the hos-
pital commission.

INAL APPEALS
INSEWAGE CASE

Government Listens to All-
Day Arguments at Fred-
ericton

' DECISION RESERVED

7 R

Hon. C. N. Skinner, for the City,
Contends That Water is Now Bad
and Cannot Be Polluted--J, D.
Hazen Says 500 Sunbury People
Are Depending on Stream for
Drinking.

Fredericton, N. B., Jan. 9—Argument
of counsel in the Fredericton sewerage
case, which has been going on all day be-
fore the governor-in-council, was finished
at 10 . o’clock this evening. Premier
Tweedie stated that the government ap-
preciated the importance of the question
at issue, and would give it careful con-
sideration . and render a - decision at an
early date.

Hon. C .N. Skinner, K. C., spoke on be-
half of the city, occupying the whole fore-
noon. He made a very able and convinc-
ing argument, and was most attentively
listened to.

The spectators in attendance included
Mayor McNally, Ald. Scott, Dr. Irvine,
Coun.-Henry Wilmot, Coun. Perley, Rev.
H. E. Dibblee, Dr. Peake, and George W.
McEwin and Dugald Burpee.

Mr. Skinner took up the evidence of the
different witnesses who testified at the
first inquiry conducted by the board of
health, and commented on the same at
some length. He argued that in deciding
the case the government should do what
was best for the general good. The Sun-
bury people could by filtration get water
for domestic use and not depend on the
river being kept pure. Mr. Hazen based
his case on the theory that the water of
the St. John was for drinking purposes,
and that all other interests must stand
aside. Both of the experts having agreed
that the water is undrinkable now, then
surely the city of Fredericton should not
be put to an almost unbearable expense
in purifying its sewage. Fredericton is
now taking steps to filter its water sup-
ply, and it is only right that the people
further down the river should do "like-
wise. It has bzen shown that filters suit-
able for family use can be purchased at

small cost. IS
Other Towns' Sewage Enters
River.

Mr. Skinner next pointed out that sew-
age from the towns of Woodstock and
Grand Falls flowed into the river and
that there were tributaries on the Ameri-
can side, over which the New Brunswick
government had no control, which are
now and always will be a source of pollu-
tion. It is the custom in all civilized
countries where river water is used for
domestic purposes to filter the same. As
a matter of fact only the people living
on the. intervale below th: ecity will be
affected, as below that point the water is
brackish and unfit for use.

He contended that it would be much
easier and less expensive for the down
river residents to boil the water than
for Fredericton to undertake to purify its
sewage. So far as Gagetown is concerned
the people of that section have an ample
{supply of good water and do not find it
necessary to use the river water for do-
mestic purnoses.

Mr. Skinnsr contended that it was
ridiculous to say that because a river was
pure once, it could be kept pure for all
time. The Hudson river was pure when
discovered . by Mr. Hudson, but all. the
armies and navies of the would could not
i keep it that way in view of the wonder-
' ful growth that had taken place along the
banks. Yet the same argument that Mr.
! Hazen put forth in reference to the St.
'John river being kept pure applied withi
! equal force to the Hudson. |
: Mr. Skinner next referred to the St. |
| Lawranece and Ottawa rivers, and men- |
! tioned the recent outbreak of fever at;
{ Montreal and Westmount. In regard to
‘ll’rof. Starkey, Mr. Hazen’s expert, he
i lived on the banks of the St. Lawrence
!and used his own filter plant, and even
ibrought it with him on his visit to Fred-
| ericton. It would not be putting the
| people of Sunbury to any great restraint
{to compel them to filter their water in
éthe way that it is done by their expert,
| Prof. Starkey.

J. D. Hazen.

J. D. Hazen, who appeared for the Sua-
bury residents, began his address at 4
o'clock this afternoon and finished this
evening. At the outset he took up the
scwerage act of 1896 and contended that
the legislature had intended the system
should be a modern on: as power was
given the city to expropriate lands for|

reviewed at length the evidence of the wit-|
nesses who testified .at the hearing con-'
ducted by the board of health and referrad|
te the unanimous decision. of that bodyl
against the eity’s contention. i

1le quoted figures to show that 500 resj-!
dents of Sunbury depended on the ‘river!
for their supply of water and declared that !
this had not been considered by the city.|
The civie authorities, he declared, had ha {}
nn analysis made to show that the river!
water was not good but had attempted to
show that the water at Sheflield was unfit
to drink, though as a matter of fact it was
used for doméstic purposes with no ill of-|
feets.

Dr. Fuller, he said, was an exnert wjf-
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I'Bument, said that the city being a level

| solemnized Tuesday afternoon at four

ness and was ready to build up a case for‘
the side which employed him first, but|
Piof. Starkey, he claimed, was in alto-|
gether a different position. |

1t was impossible, he said, for river resi-|
dents of Sunbury to obtain a supply of|
water from wells and they were compelled
tc go to the river for supply. In regard|
to house filters, Mr. Hazen thought theyl
were impracticable as their daily capacity |
was too small to meet the demands of a'
family. In regard to Mr. Skinner’s con-i
tention that water was purified by the|
freezing process, Mr. Hazen was able to|
quote an opinion from Dr. Fuller to the'
contrary. Prof. Starkey had estimated the
cost of a purification plant at $40,000 but{
even if it cost $75,000 this should not de-}
ter the city from putting in a modern sys-
tem of sewerage. He believed that the
cost of such a plant would not exceed
$37,500.

At the evening session Mr. Hazen quoted
opinions of several sanitary experts against
river pollution and showed that the trend
of modern legislation was in the direction
of preventing it. He thought to allow
Fredericton to discharge crude sewage in-
to river would have bad effect on tourist
travel. :

Mr. Skinner Closes.
Mr. Skinner, who made the closing. ar-

one, made it necessary to pump sewage at
certain seasons of the year and the neces-
sary authority to do this was obtained in
the act of 1896. He contended that the
system adopted was thoroughly modern
one and quoted Engineer Barbour in. sup-
port of his contention. The English and
American acts cited by Mr. Hazen applied
to countries where conditions were alto-
gether different. Mr. Hazen’s statement)
that city had not procured an analysis
of river water was untrue as Dr. Mason
had analyzed samples taken from different
points between Fredericton and Wood-
stock and had found it unfit for drinking
purposes.

In regard to house filters he pointed out
that it was only necessary to filter the
water ueed for drinking - purposes and
seven gallons per day would be sufficient
for any family.

In regard to tourists, he said they came
to New Brunswick to get close to nature,
and if they occupied cottages along the
river they would not drink water from it.

He closed by expressing the hope, that
the government would consider the im-
portant interests involved and allow the

appeal.

- WELSFORD WEDDING

—

Dr. D. R. Arnold of \Westfield and
Miss Nutter Married.

A wedding that has aroused much in-|!

terest and elicitz2d many good wishes was

o'clock in St. Luke’s church, Welsford,
when Miss Edith Elizabeth Nutter,daugh-
ter of James Nutter, of Weélsford, and
Dr. Duncan Robertson Arnold, of West-
field, son of G. Heber Arnold, of St. John,
were united in marriage by Rev. R. W.
Colston, rector of St. Luke’s.

The bride looked charming in a hand-
some blue . traveling suit with hat to
match, and carried a bouquet of white
carnations and smilax. Miss Elsie Col-
ston was bridesmaid and Dr. L. W.
Bailey, of Fredericton, a classmate of the
groom at MeGill, acted as best man. As
the bridal party entered the church Mrs.
Colston played The Voice That Breathed
O'er Eden and at the conclusion of the
ceremony the wedding march was excel-
lently rendered. Music was made a spee-
ial feature, as an ackncwledgement of the
bride’s long and efficient service as or-
ganist of St. Luke’s.

Many friends of the popular couple from
8t. John and other parts of the prov-
ince were present to witness the tying of
the nuptial knot and many were the good
wishes expressed.

A dainty luncheon was served at the
bride’s home and the happy young couple
left on the evening train for St. Stephen
and Maine points to spend a short honey-
moon. On their return they will reside
at Westfield, where Dr. Arnold has an
extensive practice.

To mark the esteem in which the bride
was held she .received many valuable
presents. In church work and in social
lif2 Mrs. Arnold was prominent and her
departure from Welsford will be much
regretted.

SAYS NEGROES: ARE ~
UNFIT FOR SOLDIERS

Texas Congressman Upholds Roose- |
velt's Action in Dismissing Colored
Troops in Scorching Speech.

Washington, Jan. 8.—An echo of the
Brownsville assault by negro soldiers of
the 25th infantry was heard today in the
house, Representative Slayden, of Texas,
telling the story anew and with consider-
able detail.

“In the history of the negro troops in
the United States,” said Mr. Slayden,|
“one finds many chapters that tell of|
violent breaches of discipline of riotous;
and mutinous conduct, of murder and ra(‘e!’
hostility.” .

In declaring the negro race to be unfit,

peach their physical courage. !

“This is a virtue,” he said, “that b(\-i
longs to nearly all men and if there is
any difference bétween savage and civil-!
ized man in this respect the superiorityl
possibly lies with the savage who is un- |
deterred from rash ventures by thought!
of the consequences.” ‘

Mr. Slayden spoke of the sympathy that |
welds people into a homogeneous politioa]!
and social mass but said that it “has never|
existed and never will exist between ne-!
groes and caucasians. If the soldiers had
been white and the circumstances the same
and if the president had dismissed them
from the service in the same manner there
not only would have been no doubt as to
who were the murderers, but the action
of the president would bave been almost!
unapimously approved. But then, the
whites are not a valuable political asset |
Tullml in bulk which explains many
Shings.” '

F

FISHING SCHOONER
A TOTAL WRECK
NEAR LUNENBURG

Halifax, N. 8., Jan. 9—The fishing
schooner Brittania, Captain Peterson, of
Newfoundland, ran ashore on Haddock |
rock shoal early this morning, while en-
tering Lunenburg” harbor.

The vessel was bound from Bay of Is~‘
lands to Boston, with a cargo of salt her-|
ring, and was going to Lunenburg for al
main boom, but the captain kecping too!
close to the western shore in a thick snow
storm, struck the rocks. The Brittania
is a total wreck, being full of water. It
is. expected that the cargo can be saved.
The crew were saved.

Stores close at 6 o'clock; Séturdays, llp. m

CLEAN SWEEP SALE.

. On Men’s and Boys’ Clothing and Furnishings.

ST. JOHN, N. B, Jan, 11, 1907,

PRICES CUT
10 to SO Per Cent.

It has been our usual custom to make a Mid-winter Stock

Reduction Sale, an event that has always been looked forward to
by very many shrewd buyers as a chance to get Genuine Clothin
and Furnishing Bargains. This
deeper and including more lines than ¢

interest keener

READ OF THE BARGAIN PRICES.
en’s Overcoats.

™, $6.00 Qvercoats
7.50 Qwercoats

10.00” Qwercoats Reduced to 6.98
12.00 (wercoats
15.00
20.00

= Sale

J. N. HARN\VEY,

2
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COMMISSION M
* 0D TEMPLARS

Government Urged to See that Com-
mission and Inspector
Carry Out Law

SENDING OF LIQUOR TO
SCOTT ACT COUNTIES

Speoial Reference to this Point
--Algo Ask that No Liquor
Vender in Hampton be Ap-
pointed--Send Resolutions to
Hon. Mr. Pugsley.

Kings County District Lodge, I. 0. G.
T., met in quarterly session with Hamp-
ton Lodge at Hampton Tuesday after-
noon, Jan. 7, R. M. Dunlop, district chief
templar, presiding. There was a large
representation present. Seventeen new
members were initiated into the district
lodge degree.

The report of the D. C. templar showed
the work in the district to be in a satis-
factory condition. There was an increase
of members in the quarter. Lecture work
had been done by Michael Kelly, of St.
Martins; Prof. Nicholls, of Massachusetts,
and E. Tennyson Smith.

A resolution was passed for the calling
of a convention in the Good Templar hall
at Moncton on Monday, Jan. 21, at 2 p.
m., to consider the recommending to the
county council of a man for the office of
Scott act inspector. Invitations were or-
dered to be sent to the churches and Sun-
day schools and to the temperance socia-
ties.

It was resolved:

1. That this district - lodge meeting at

! Hampton respectfully urge the gdvernment
| to reappoint a liquor vendor under the Can-

ada Temperance Act for the parish of Hamp-
ton, it being understood that the present
vendor has given up his business and re-
moved from Hampton. :

2. That we respectfully urge upon the gov-
ernment the duty of seeing that the liquor
license commissioners and inspector of the
city of St. John carry out as far as possible
the provisions of the license law, especially

| that part of it relating to the sending of

intoxicating liquors into counties under the
provisions of the Canada Temperance Act.

3. That this district lodge representing
over 600 members resident in the county of
Kings would respectfully urge upon the pro-
vinclal government  of New Brunswick the
necessity of introducing and carrying into
law a provincial prohibitory law along the
lines of the act now in force in Prince Ed-
ward Island.

4. That the three resolutions be sent to
the Hon. Wm. Pugsley, the representative
in the government from this county, with /|
the earnest request that he use his best in-|
fluence to have them carried into effect.

An open session of the lodge was held
in the evening, presided over by the D.
C. T. A choir provided music. Addresses
were . given by Rev. T. Marshall, past
grand chief templar, and Rev. G. A. Ross.

pumping stations. He. thought that with-| for American soMliers, the Texas Congress-| A resolution of ‘thanks to the Hampton
out a purification plant the system could! man said he had in view only the circum-|l:0dge for the entertainment of the, dis-
not be modern and a satisfactory one. Ile! stances of their services. He did not im-| trict was unanimously passed, and a very

successful district meeting was closed.

RAILWAY CONTRACTORS
WANT 50000 MEN

Montreal, Jan. 9.—Fifty thousand more
men will be wanted in Canada this sea-
son to build the 1,000 miles of railway
that will be under construction and large
contractors are now engaged in making
representations to the government asking
that the operation of the alien labor'act
be temporarily suspended or otherwise the
men cannot be got, and work will suffer.

During 1906 from torty to fifty thou-
sand men were engaged but as the opera-
tions this year will be on a much larger
scale, it is estimated that fully 50,000 more
men will be required. It is understood
here that Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his min-
isters have given an attentive hearing to
the case, as the argument has been that
unless the government does something a
good part of the projected railway con-
structign will be held in abeyance.

The G. T. P. alone will want 15,000 men
to conduct their summer operations and
it is pointed out by a prominent railway
contractor that if the same number of
men can be had this year as last there
would be only some fifteen men available
for each mile of new track. One sugges-
tion is for the government to bring in
the men and farm them out to contrac-
tors to meet an emergency that was never
contemplated by the act. /

“My husband is very fond of cabbage.’’

“Yes, I know. My husband made bhe same
remark when he smoked one of your hus-
band’s cigars.”’—Philadelphia Press,
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CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS,
OPERA HOUSE BLOCK.

i  COULDNT SURVIVE
PUBLICITY OF NAMES

Prominent Members of North Atlantic
Trading Co. Would Suicide

Solemn Oaths of Secrecy

tract.

Fearful Mr. Cohen Wouldn’t Dare Let Mr. Preston Tell
. Ottawa Committee Any of Company Officials Without

from Laurier, Fielding and

Others—Want Heavy Damages for Cancgllation of Con-

Ottawa, Jan. 9—The minister of the in-
terior presented to the house today a re-
turn showing the sums of money paid to
the North Atlantic Trading Company up
to November 1, 1908, also correspondence
between the company and the government
sice January 1. 1906. The monies paid to
the company stnce March, 1900, amounted
to over $300,000.

From the correspondence it appears that
on April 14 Mr. Oliver cabled to Lord
Strathcona asking him to notify the North
Atlantic Trading Company that the con-
tract with them had been cancelled and
that no bonuses would be paid to them on
immigrants after November 30. The ground
of cancellation was that the company had
not carried out its agreement in good faith
in keeping up the number of immigrant ar-
rivals from Norway, Sweden and Finland.
The company maintained that they had
lived up to their obligations and the con-
tract could only be cancelled on four years’
notice. They said that they expended
double the money they were called upon
to do and that in view of the probable
length of the contract had entered into
arrangements with agents which could not
be suddenly terminated.

On June 11 the company wrote to the
minister of the interior to the effect that
the course taken by him could not be de-
fcnded, upon any moral, legal or reason-
able ground and they therefore instructed
their reoresentative in Canada, James A.
Smart, to take such steps as would vindi-
cate their rights. The compensation claim-
ed was such as would cover the loss for
three years and five months, being the bal-
ance of the time for which the contract
should remain in force. The company said
that since 1902 they had expended over
$190,000.

Says Publicity Would Cause
Many Suicides.

The correspondence contains a report by
Chas. A. Allen, of the London immigra-
tion office, who was sent by Lord Strath-
cona, while the parliamentary investigation
was in progress last summer, to Amster-
dam to meet the officers and members of
the company. Mr. Allen met Mr. Cohen,
secretary of the company, and informed
him that he was there on Lord Strath-
cona’s instructions to exvress to the com-
pany Mr. Preston's wish to be released
from the pledge of secrecy in order that
he might give a confidential committee at

Ottawa the names of the company. Mr.
Cohen imposed conditions as to secrecy
which Mr. Allen thought he could not ac-
cept and was then handed the following
letter:

“The very utmost we are able to do is
to allow Mr. Preston to show the names
to the premier and Hon. Mr. Fielding and
if absolutely necessary to only one Liberal
and Conservative member of a confidential
committee, on condition that they eachs
give a sworn declaration in writing never
to mention the names either verbally or
in any other way and on condition that
the premier takes full responsibility that
these sworn declarations are kept, as dis-
closing the names would result in some
prominent members committing suicide.”

The correspondence closes with a lettel
freom the company dated November 14 last
in which they say they appreciate the
position in which Mr. Oliver stood in re-
gard to the contract, being a new minister
with a new deputy and Mr. Preston in
London too far away to be consulted and
observed, “We wish to take this occasion
to say that for unfair, untruthful and ut-
terly foundationless assertions, nothing
could be more dishonest and outrageous
(the attacks -by the opposition in parlia-
ment) and we must conclude that your
government felt itself totally unable to 1e-
sist these attacks, not having a sufficient
knowledge of the service we were render-
ing and are therefore driven to take the
responsibility of cancelling the agreement,
even though in absolute sepudiation of its
very definite terms.” -

Asks Damages of Government.

The company asks what compensation
the government proposes to graat them in
view of the cancellation of the contract
and the heavy financial loss they incurred
by reasons of obligations they entered in-
to in pursuance of the contract.

Mr. Oliver informed Mr. Duncan Ross
:ﬁat 20,312 homestead entries were made
)y persons from continental countries
under contract with North Atlantic Trad-
ing Company. For seven years prior to
1899 the number of immigrants obtained
through local booking agents from these
countries was 3,808; for the past seven
ycars under contract with the North At-
lantic Trading Company 25,504 immigrants
were obtained. The number of persons ar
riving in Canada from continental cour
tries covered by the contract with ne
company for seven years prior to 1899 vas
34,305 and for six years and ten mmths
ending October last, 157.389.
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BLAME RANCHERS FOR
STARVING CATTLE

Calgary, Jan. 9—S. G. Munns and S.
from Springbank,
have returned from a visit to Brooks,
about 150 miles east. They say the cat-
tle situation is a disgrace to the country.
Mr. Munns found a large herd of cattle
in a corral starving to death, and hun-
dreds lying around in ths same condition.
He and Mr. Beveridge assisted in unload-
ing and giving them a car of feed, but
many of the cattle were so weak from
starvation they took no notice and. ap-
peared dazed. From inquiries he believes
hundreds and probably thousands are ly-
ing dead on the prairies for fifty miles
west of Brooks, and the cause is the ne-
glect of owners.to put up any feed. The
cattle are principally native breed.

PROHIBITION CARRIED
IN FORTY-SEVEN
ONTARIO DISTRICTS

Toronto, Jan. 9—Returns are now, more
or less complete, from ninety-four Ontario
municipalities, in seven of which voting

Beveridge. ranchers,

of these 47 have carried local option and
in 47 the by-law has been defeated. In
every one of repeal contests’ the by-law
has been sustained. Most of the other
| places returned majorities but not requisite
| three-fifths.

was on by-laws to repeal local option and |

SONER MADE #0
DEFENCE GF S
 TERRIBLE CAIME

Indicted by Westmorlana Jury He
Pleads Guilty to Assault of Little
Girl—Sentence This Morning,

Dorchester, N. B., Jan. 8—The Westmor-
land circuit court openmed here today at
2.30 p. m., Justice McLeod presiding, in-
stead of Justice Landry. F. W. Givan, ex-
mayor of Moncton, was elected foreman of
the grand jury. The sheriff’s calendar pre-
sented two cases on the docket. The first.
the King vs. Albert D. Sonier, charged
with rape, A. J. Chapman. clerk of ‘the
court, prosecuting; A. B. Copp defending.
The second, the King vs. Edward H. Pow-
ell, charged with resisting arrest. The
grand jury found true bills in both cases.

The prisoner Sonier, on being brought
into court, pleaded guilty to the four
counts in the indictments. He was re-
(manded until tomorrow morning at 10
| 0'clock, when sentence will be pronounced.

In the case of the King vs. Powell, the
prisoner not being present, his bail was

declared forfeited and an order for a
bench warrant made, )




