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THE HAGUE CONFERENCE.
oy

Judging from the extracts from the
opinions of Lordon newspapers which
have been cabled to this country, the
Hague Conference which opened on
Thursday is not regarded with aay
very great degree of confidence or
respect. Its inception was a product
of the unsatisfactory compromise be-
tween the British and French polictes
with regard to Russia. M. Polncare
had been om the look-out for a pre-
text to withdraw from Genoa, and he
gladly seized upon the Russian note
with its arrogant tone and absurd
arguments, to serve his purpose. This
note was no more to the liking of
Lloyd George, but he was not slow to
adopt the fon that it ined
for the appointment of a mixed com-
mission to investigate the matter of
debts owing. by Russia, as afford’ng
some hope of keeping the Conference
together and ultimately rescuing
Furope from the chaotic condition she
is now in.

Indications are that The Hague
possesses little more attraction for
Poincare than Gemoa had; and the
absence of those elements of enthusi-
astic cooperation and determination,
without which the successful ac-
complishment of one of the most dif-
ficult tasks that ever confrontel
diplomacy 1is almost impossible,
partly explains the noticeable lack of
public interest in the doings of “The
Hague Conference. Additional factw s
are the absence of a proper Frealh
delegation, the presence on the Brit-
i{sh side of subordinate politizians and
experts incapable of taking any de
cision (this is in accordance with the
Genoa understanding) and the dis-
inclination of the smaller States and
neutrals to treat the Assembly se:i
ously.

e e s,

THE OLD COURT HOUSE.

Most people, we imagine, wiil be
lisposed to agree with His Worship
‘he Mayor, that the present i3 no *ime
o spend a million to a million and a
half on the erection of new Municipal
buildings, in view of the fact thal the
pld Court House can probably be re-
modelled and rendered fit for occupa-
tion again for about fifty thousand
dollars. The city is already commit-
ted to a hydro scheme which will in-
volve an outlay from a million to a
million and a half dollars, and one
*oolhandy scheme at a time is enough.

Apart from the question of cost,
there are sentimental reasons why the
old building should be restored. It is
one of the oldest buildings in the
city, and many eventful incidents have
taken plave within its walls. The city
has grown, of ocourse, since it was
srected, but at the same time, the
uses to which the building is to be
put are no more extensive than ever
was the case. Besides now that the
yard at the back has been to a large
extent cleared out, space is available
to make considerable additions to the
accommodation previcusly afforded.
It is a pity to disturb the pigeons
and rob them of a very convenient
nesting place of course; but this
phase of the situation can probably
be got over some WAy or other, Any-
way, for appearance sake, if nothing
else, it is time something was done
to remove the eyesore that the present

condition of the building presents.
e

A WHEAT BOARD.

Canada is to have another Wheat
Board which shall control the selling
price of wheat in the bill that the
Government proposes to bring in as
a result of the adoption by the House
of the report of the Agricultural Com-
mittee advocating the creation of sneh
a Boand passes. The question of the
legality of such a Board has becn
discussed upon several occasions, and
the law officers have expressed the
opinion that a Board with compulsory
powers is not within the law. How-
ever, the Board to be formed is to be
clothed with such powers as it is
within the jurisdiction of Parliament
to confer. It is quite peesible that a
Board so constituted may not prove
satisfactory, but according to the law
officers it is about the only kind of a
wheat marketing agency ‘which it is
possible under the Constitution to
dreate. There are those who doubt
whether it will function or mot, But
on the other hand the consensus of

the rep! tves of
' the Prairie where the demand for a
Wheat Board is insistent, is that a
_voluntary marketing agency ls worse
useless, During the last elec-

‘campalgn, it will be remembered;

all, in the hands of the provinces
and be maintained that the voluntary
scheme as proposed by Mr, Meighen
was not feasible.

A question that will cocur to many
is why shpuld wheat be singied out
as the only commodity to have such
preferential treatment. Wheat, lfke
financlal loans, s a question of
economics based upon the law of
supply and demand, and it will be
difficult for the average man to un-
derstand just why the western grain
growers should be protected at his
expense. This is a matter upon which
he will want more information before
he is satisfied with the course pro-
posed to be taken,

fcusiatis e 000y

THE DIVORCE EVIL.

Copies of bills introduced in the
Senate and the Commons are usually
sent to the newspaper offices, and the
number of these bills that bhave
reached this office which seek to dis-
solve marriages is nothing short of
appalling. Tt was said at one time
that the war was responsible for the
wreck of many homes, but the war
has been over nearly four years now,
and it s concelvable that most of tne
cases arising out of war conditions
have now been dealt with, Owing to
the fact that there is mo divorce
court in Ontarlo, most of the cases
with which the Senmate has to deal
come from that province. The pro-
curation of a 8special Act of Parlia-
ment is rather costly, and weighs
heavily upon all who are not over
burdened with this world’s goods. It
is true that the Senate has discre
ticnary power and occasionally re-
mits the customary fees, but this can
only be done when an affidavit is
taken that the party to the comtract
entitled to relief is without means
This does not dispose of the legal
charges, which sometimes are ex-
tremely high. There are doubtless
many couples who continue nominnal-
17 to live as husband and wife for
the simple reason that they have not
sufficient money for having the
chains thet unite them struck -ff.
In England the expense of divorce
led to a situation ‘that was far worss
than any of the evils that attand
even the famous Reno divorce factery.
Men and women who could not afford
a divorce simply separated and 'in
thousands of cases set up establ'sh-
ments with other partners, Hal di-
vorce been cheap and easy these
partnerships would have at least beea
legalized and the resulting childrey
legitimate. Canada is not wholly fre®
frcm  similar conditions, and they
may become worse unless some im-
provement is made in the machinery
by which marriages are dissolved, It
secms likely that a well-chosen judge
would, as he gained experience, prcve
a much better arbiter in cases of
domestic troubles than the Senate of
Capada. He would brcome. a special
iet, and mjght® ofty1 persuade those
coming before him to adjast thais
differences, which (s something we
have not heard 97 the Senate being
able to do. Miny such instances
stand to the credit of scores of Am
erican judges who are called upon to
try divorce cases Those whko hold
that marriage duly solemnizel is in-
dissoluble, because it is a sacrament.
ard not an ordinary contracy are en-
titled to their «pwn‘on. Thos: who
held otherwise wro logical fn demand
ing that if divorce 1s justified the pro-
cesses by which it may be effectcd
cugkt to be mad- «s ¢heap and con

venient as possibie
—— e

DOUGLAS AVENUE.

A few days ago an appreciative
reference was made in The Globe to
the present condition of Douglas
Avenue and the tasteful appearance of
the residenves and gardens along it.
An old residont of the Avenue, how-
ever, calls attention to ¢ertain matters
that are calculated to deter many
people from making improvemants to
their properties., He complains of the
gangs of men and boys who make a
practice of destroying the ornamental
trees and flowering shrubs that are
growing there, many gardens having
been completely stripped of apple and
lilac and other blossoms within ths
last week or two. He further says
that there wefe a dozen seats pro-
vided for the mse of visitors to the
Park there, all but three of these have

|declares that a palicemibn is never to
be seen on the Avenue, and the

that they are
detection. In view of the fact that

British authority that caused the up-|
risings.and discontent that has exist-
od for o long. With each day it be-
jcomes more apparent that such a

boen taken away or destroysd. Ho |y indirect;

trom all chances of |

the opportunity, ‘the Irish
and would govern themselves
and that 1t was nothing else
that the country was under

claim has nothing to justify it

“WHAT OTHERS SAY |

Within the Empire.

(London Daily Expreas.)
The Premier himself admits that the
Russian market canunpt be normal in
this generation., We can assure him
that Great Britain can get on quite
well without the German market,
which, considering the financial cond?-
tion of that country, is very lucky for
us. Ireland, the Dominiof¥, India,
South America, China—these are the
countries in which our export trade
can be expanded with security and far
greater prospects than all Europe to-
geother can offer.

The President as Leader,
(Springfield Republican.)

contentious measure as the Ship Sub-
sidy Bill through Congress in hit wea-
ther with the members chafing to go
home in order to electioneer, no one
will doubt the power of his leadership.
Yet it his real*purpose is to help the
country's foreign trade, as is said, ne
may profitably let ship subsidies wait
another year and show his leadership
by persuading his party friends in
Congress to modity the tariff bill,
which in its present form is plainly
designed to hamper foreign trade
rather than encourage it,

No Time for Apathy.
(Auckland Weekly News.)
It is certain that the British Govern-
nent will not place any pressure on
Dominions that are not interested in
the policy of retaining migrating Brit-
ish people within the Empire, and
there is a grave risk that by its shence
the New Zealand Government will cre-
ate an impression that it does not want
either financial assistance in develop-
ing its idle lands or British immigrants
to cultivate them. Its true position is
that it urgently requires both cheap
money and good  settlers, and the
Government should lose no time In
representing its needs to the Imperial
authorities and demonstrating its read-
iness to co-operate fully in carrying
out the plans that are now being made.

The Call for Pioneers.
(London Daily Telegraph.)

Humanity may be at the end of one
age, but we, who are united in one
community of peoples, speaking one
language, and holding common {deals,
are assuredly at the beginning of ‘a
new age. What it may portend to us
and to those who come after us will
depend in no small measure on the
manner in which, in our present eco-
nomic distress, we confront this pro-
blem of Empire settlement. The call
cames from overseas for pioneers—for
the right men and Women, ,a8"Well for
such children as we can spare; and
under wise direction that call may be
the signal to a great advance. The
progress may be slow, and wisely so, it
we so will, the issue can be assured.

Scorns the Conferencé.
(London Daily News.)
What was the primary object of the
Genoa Conference? *“To see the estab-
lishment of a complete peace through-
out the whole of Europe with a view
to dealing with the serious problems of
trade and unemployment which are
confronting us”; the words are Mr.
Lloyd George's in his speech on the
vote of confidence last month. What
has actually been effected at Genoa
toward that end ? Nothing at all
except this seven months’ truce. 18
there any evidemce that without the
truce war woulkl have broken out in
Europe? We can find none whatever;
and it the “armies” of which we are
constantly warned are really massing,
the seven months’' truce will not delay
them a day.

Even in Afghanistan,
(The Englishman.)
When the Anglo-Afghan treaty had
been definitely signed, the cloud of war
which had been hanging over Afghan-
istan was dispelled. That country has
robably been relieved of some of its
fears of the Bolsheviks now and tne
British Have no desire beyond that of
living on terms of the closest friend-
ship with a ruler who is now an im-
portant potentate in Islam. So it has
come about that the Amir has leisure
and opportunity .to proceed with cun-
structive work in Afghanistan isell
And the lines he is following are pre-
cisely those that were laid down by the
great mar who was his grandfither,
that is to say, the country is being de-
veloped with the intention that it
should finally take its place in the
comity of Western nations.
RN,

Abuse of the Roads.
(London Times) .

Day by day it is more evident that
with the rapid imerease of motor ve-
hicles of ail descriptions, radical
changes in the construction of certain
roads (and perhaps of _particular
classes of vehicles) as well as in the
control of all kinds of traffic, must
soon become imevitable. One of the
chief factors of the problem is the in-
convenierice and often dangerous nar-
rowness of the roads which have come
dmwnutkucy!ronulul
age, Although it is not
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e on their indings,
which may be ted to supplement
in some form nUmerous recom-
mendations made as to the
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seats in the Storthing, or national par

liament. The Storthing has mem:
bers, and no party has control. The

A Heart Movement.

out of my back.”

in my throat at that moment.”

Upsetting.

hands.”

“Too had !
the trouble 7*
“Oh, some infernal

THE LAUGH LINE |

Returned Doughboy—"Yes, the bullet
struck me here in the chest and came

Young Miss—'*Mercy! It might have

gone right through your heart.”
Doughboy—~“No, miss, my Heart was

“Yes, right in the middle of the ball
room floor " she became il on my

But what seemed to be

of jazz

strongest faction, the Conservatives,
have 63 seats, and the Radical party
of Premier Blehr 51 seats, Next come
the Communists.

The recent efforts tc seoure national
prohibition in Norway aroused oppost-
tion in Spain and Portugal, producers
of wine, who In retaliation refused to
buy Norwegian fish. This partly riined
one of the principal industries in Nor-
way, and resulted in financial string-
ency, with consequent unrest. .

The Radical and Conservative par-
ties proposed a combination, but split
on this question of mational prohibi-
tion, Seeking another combination the
Radioals came together with the Com-

had plagiarized fe
the Waves Waitz." "

His Mistake.

company affairs.
won this month:

place.

on the sidewalk.

conductor, starting the bus.
ever since.”

—
Comprades in Arms.

arfully mom ‘O\Sr

The editor of a magazine which 18
published by a New York bus company
offers a prize each month for the best
story turned in by an employee of the
company on any topic pertalning to
Here is one which

“One seat om top and one inside,”
shouted a bus conductor at a stopping

“Sure now, and2 you wouldn't be
after separatin’ a daughter from her
mothet,” said the elder of two women

“Right ye are, I would not,” sald the
“I did
that ohce an’ I've been regrettin’ T

Guest—*“Do you make a reduction to
people in the same line of business?”
Manager—“¥@s. Are you a restau-
ranteur?”

Guest—“No. I'm a thief by profes-

sion.”
B

King Of Norway

i and the latter agreed to fore-
go their opposition tc & proposed
measure of compulsory arbitration in
.Mor disputes. Through their leader
in the Storthing, O. Scheflo, they an-
nounced they would vote for the arbi-
tration proposal, a principal issue on
the Radical programme. Premier
Blehr accepted the ald of the Commun-
ists and this bill has been i

The original opposition of the Com-
munists to the arbitration measure
was based in the belief that enacl-
ment would shift power from the labor
organizations to the arbitration court.
There is here, as elsewhere, an effort
to reduce wages to a pre-war basls, and
the Communists have been considering
a strike of protest. But the present
is a most inopportune time for a strike,
so mauch 8o, that the Communists pre-
ferred even to accept the arbitration
measure. Hence they combined with
the Radicals, the King and the cabi-
net, and put the arhitration measure

through.

e e

Lead On,

“To be truthful, sir, I ‘am Degging'
money for Mquor.”

“Just the man I'm looking for.  You

find the place and I'll buy.”—Judge.

And Radical Party
Are Closely Allied

Communists Are Also Giving
Cabinet Good Support —
And for An Object.

Christiania, May 23—(By Mail)—The
King of Norway as chief executive;
he Cabinet, and the Radical party of
remier Blehr are today all closely
allied politically with and supported by
the Communist party, a group general
ly credited with taking orders from
the Third Internationale at Moscow.
The Russian organization is pledged
to obtaining the diotatorship of the
proletariat by revolution against ex-
isting forms of government.
It is doubtful if the Communists are
supporting the .cablnet for nothing.
They are believed to have made their
terms, and as a result certain elements
here expect ta see further legislation
along Communistio lines, Already Nor-
way has adopted & co 1 treaty
with the Russian Bolsheviki and gramt-
ed them diplomatic rights. The Bol-
sheviki have established headquarters
in Christiania and the Red flag files
from the top of their building.
The government today is taking an
active part in various trades and in-
dustries which formerly were private
ly owned. The tendency is to “social-
ize” everything. The burden of tax-
ation is becoming heavier andheavier,
and the end if not yef. The latest
laws tax incomes and deposits of
foreigners in Norway, and Norwegians
living -abroad, the extent of 76 per
cent. A for with investment in
Norwegian i will receive only
25 per cent of profits due him, The
government takes the rest. As a re-
sult it is expected that forelgn capital
will withdraw. from Norway.
The Communist party—it was until
recently known as tire SociaMst party—
is said to hayve accepted Bolshevik Toc-
trines, and 1a belleved in certain quar

SAVE YOUR EYES

It your vision s impaired—if your
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by wearing glasses.
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