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January 20, 1904.

I truth Fhe

blessing reminds us of that solemn and joy

»f thanksgiving

ing brings to our tables the element

bles
makes the humblest table like an alter from which the

fragrant incense of the thanksgiving ascend to our grac

jous Lord. The blessing has value as testimony. Christ’s

act was a testimony to all the thousands before hir

None ecould have seen that upturned face and heard his
I

voice in that prayer without accepting it as a t¢ stimony to

the loving relation between him and the Father
So every meal of ours gives us the opportunity t bear

witnes¥ to the grace of God, and to make known to all in

our family circle how loving and intimate may be the re

gelation between us and him
hildren, so the host his unco
in the place of prayer are not the
year effactive witness for Christ.  Equally at our tables
we may do the sanic T'he ng is one of t exquisite
little marks distinguis Christian family f
I'he Christians cherishes this tom not because Chii

ommanded it, but because he did it, and  Dbecause we have
the same reason for doing it that he had. Itisa de

to the Christian to pause bef taking food 1t
what Jesus always did, give t ks he Standard

“NOR LIFE"

One of the finest passag

triumphant. expression of nfidence that nothing
separate the Christian from the love God.  One of the iter
+the writer names in life-*neither death, not life " W
not surprised that he should mention death, &

us out from “our bourne of time and place LM

which no eye can penetrate \
the assurance that death will not separate us fr }
of God

I'is but to pierce

How beautiful to be wit

There is a deep significance, however, in the

amed among the perids to which w ‘

itself is

and in the assurance thatit cann epara

love. Living is fraught witl nore

Think what life is. [t is not merely gettiry f

=
v

in the way we car

to make a life, tc

one spot of the world

of the way we

but all to le

loped [ hink

th, and yet how weak we are | upon our wisd

our stren

and how ignorant we are hink of the ¢ the n th

world, and how sasy 1tis to drift away on 1t a

es. Think of the temptations ‘ t continiia

and how unequal wa arve t e teriific str

Ihink of the work we have to.do, the | 6Ns. We hus
carry, the responsibilities that are Think of the ma

takes .we may make, and of.w trou nsequence

may result from them
It is not easy t e Ever ’ t sage fr
birth to death 1s through 3 | antagonisn Yet

have the assurance that e vith all it holds of

ger and conflict, cannot separate from the ;

in all these things we may be e than cor

him that

dread to live. No load
us from the keeping of God
{ 1 1"

Indeed, the divine love chang all the evil things in

blessings There is & way ¢

the evil is transmuted into good

There is another word of St. |

“We know that to them that loved God all things work tc

gether for good nstead of being

therefore, because of its dangers antagonisms
and sorrows, hfe is a school eof good Tem;
meant by the Evil One to destroy u it wt

and overcome them, they beco

progress, leaving us stronger and wiser. Sorro
seem ‘only to wound and scar

aeter. The best lives are those that have suffered the
and struggled the most

the ‘finest things in character and the largest usefulness are
not those who have had only ease and a comfortable time

but those who have learned in struggle how to be
and in suffering how to be sympathetic and gentle

Life
planned, unpurposed
the events and circumstances of our days

A divine purpose runs through

not that we should do a certain amount of work, but that

we ourse

character. Work is not a
lessly said: it isa means of grace

The reason we have

but because we need it. Men are not in business just

build up so many housesa year, tosell so many bales o

which comes in here

mething to dread

purify and enrich our cha

The men and women who reacl

strong,

not a series of merely fortyitous happenings, un-
all oyt the fire of the heart
Fhis purpose is

ves should be built up into strength and beauty of

rse, as Is sometimes thought

RESEPRGER AND VISITOR

Sometimes men fail in their business ventures or their 1

give their best strength and their most  t

pre fessions I't
strenuous efforts to some work, and it does not succeed t

I'he work fails, but the men need not fail, It 1s a great ¢

thing to meet misfortune victoriousty, coming out of it some pre-existing cause.

o

watural principle on which to rest. 1T will try to pont

hat principle which may give permancy, stability, vivacity

o the religious life of each. It is the principle that every

affect produced upon the soul of man is depend

I'herefore ‘there should be wore

with life unhurt, with new strength and courage for an-  praying over causes and less upon eflects \ Is
other effort. A distinguished jurist lost an important case ample illustration. " Nothing in the we rld happens by
in the eourts. He showed no of discouragement  chance. There is cause for everything e he
however, and a friend asked bis w  he wld take his  feel. Not an action but can be traced back to a ca S¢
dissappointimeny so calmly. ‘““When it said the in religion, Il a man possesses a ligi ace
great lawyer “I have no more.to do with it. If T kej think there come delinite cause that produce !
ing over my defeats | feel that [ should go mad. But I auses and joy or peace follow as sure as day the 1
will not brood over them. When ot ge is done 1 drop  What Christian grace do you want Perhap ! e
it, whatever the result may be ¢ joy.  You have been praying for it for year ha t
It is a fine thing to see & boy | efit s found 1t Jov is an ellact; it must have a e W
won the game, reach out his hand to U n this cause le of the ¢ ated it
sratulations. He has lost the ¢ t s AT 1 e hing tter
ity he real defeat 1 I ! “ . 1o 3 it v be | H (
spirit and yields to depress I IS KUl MIE TS It ye e . will
1k 1 like a bat ¢ he eep iy vidm If 1 .
he wanted | 1, ¥ wk wl Fhe
Fhe one secre eing ’ | y ) re
passing ¥ o an . \W & it \
f ha i i ! ne | ! thang
« 1 - ! &
) ot
s & " . \
The Primal Thing Which Should be
; e
Permanent.
t \ .
¥ ; ’
. . LY
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Conscience Inflexible.
{
f f ;
and froe fecision the "
. law nseript { an
’ 5 ered m A farice 1 i 1 o
; : : erence. It is evident that wan, thoug ¢, has
1 t en | t )
nething vet of the nature of God in ! .
! ; : ; i ees of conscisnce are ey " herw
1 i
) ler PATisOn s ) € p
’ it law was misinterpreted, or 1) i uritrue
wreet the w xe | ¢ i o the busy hours or the quiet seasons mse
t $ ! I\ Fhig means t decisions of the past and sends  the guilty ght
! he eme 8 sin o wrbngs committed, or ditscharge the dut t !
/ 1O 1 e 1 ter of v
it 15 har B dthctiot il s i Victor Ih‘p,_n the character
3 % # g remarkable illustration of the use i a ten
e Juadiliod ARG ure thad s latest The hero had committed a crime 1 i
by earth is the permanent judgment in heaven I'here & sent to the galleys and while serving his sentence o
0 oud over my love my  escape. Hebevame an exer ;;v{u means of an
¢ \ I invention he became the empolyer a ge pumber of
power of loving th hasolten lamented “advanced } i
W 8 people, their support depended upon hi He became
IRV hat my laments is my contracted views  wealthy, was made mayor of the aty I had t respect
the contractior eart An eclipse faith may and love of all,  Yet he was a thiel a escaped galley
i slave and conscience set the bells of memory to the tune of

ome y larger in eclipse of hope. may come. from

transcending my environ but an eclipse of love mean

1 spiritual decline, My er-fears when 1 enter T
loud 3
My soul, leave not thy first loye ill n 1y, leaye

Wi

not thy first faith I'he first fait

always the best

thy thought of the Father may be purified by the

ough which it passes. I will not say, leave not thy first
hope! The first hope is ngtalways the best | thine earliest

iream of Paradise may be a selfish dream. It is written,

Whether there be prophecies, they shall fai Our first

proph: hopes generally do fail ; the man would scorn
the ideals of childhood, But thy fir

love, that ought not to die! I would have no cloud to

love, | thy

morning

come over the vision of my heart. I thou wilt keep that

vision clear, there will be no want to thee. Thete may be

starless niglits to the eye of intellect ; the old tongues may

cease in which faith once expressed itself. ‘There may be

less nights to the eve of fancy ; the ald prophecies may

fail in which hope once delighted. But, if thy love remain
'

the eye of the heart will not t arless.  The heart can see

in places where thie reason lost its sight, where the
fancy has become blind. Destroy these temples, and in
three days love shall raise them again! It will give thee

back thy faith; love believeth all things. It will give thee

back thy prophecy: love hopeth all things. It will give

thee even better than either faith or prophecy—power to
wait without them ; love endureth all things. Never let
I'hough nerve be low, though
sense be feeble, though judgment be groping, though fancy’s
will be weary, vea, though virtue itself be erring, keep that
fire ever burning ; and all the rest shall be added unto
the 1

1
Leave not thy first love, O ‘my soul !~ Christian

o World
work is not primacily because the world meeds the work

» ®
®

! Spiritual Invalids.

goods, to cultivate so many acres of land, to do the routine Y HENRY DRUMMONI

work of their calling successfi

duties in ordeg that they may g row into men-—strong,

ness, merely to become good housekeepers, good business life
women or good teachers, nurses,or physicians—the divine
purpose in all their toil is that they may grow into noble

womanhood.

they are set to these
rue, - of Christian attainment
gentle worthy men. Women are not appointed to certain
tasks in household work, in sogial life, in teaching or busi-

And so now many resign themselves to their low degree
It is a case of religious sickness.
Ihey are spiritual invalids. -1 want to find some principle
something solid, something on which to stand the strain of
Why is religion so disheveled? Why so made up of
heterogencous scraps ?  Why does every sermon we hear
put out of mind every last sermon ? It is because the re-

ligious life is without foundation, without a sensible, solid,

her old decrees, untjl the man of reputation and honor & ed
himself over and over again if he had not better conless
guilt and place himssf at the lisp wal of the law Finally
he hears that a man in another village is being fr st his
crime.  The unfortunate prisoner Fore a strikivg resem-
blan.ce to Jean Valjean, and the court cl toh ve
sufficient evidence to send the hapless prisoner to the
galleys. That night the real Jean Valjean was troubled.
Should he permit another to suffer for his crim In his
restiess delirium of memory he began to reason upon the
situation. If he relieved this guiltless ‘man by surrender-
ing himse'f, he and the host of dependents in the village
would satfer great humiliation and privations. He seems
to have rearhed a decision thatit would be better for ong
guiltless to suffer rather than that he would give himself
to the galleys. But about the time he was forming hiy de-
cision memory rang the bells of conscience until his whole
being trembled like a forest in a mighty wind and soon
Jean Valjean was going with all possible speed td stand at
the bar of justice to confess himsell the real culprit and to
demand the release of the innocent.

let us then give conscience a true law and. the whole
truth, and upon the nohle aspirations and high ideals of
life bestow a holy reverence, that conscience may have

foundation unalterable for her decrees immutable and et-
ernal —G. H. Simmons.
® .
.

How the Father Cares.

“] grew up in a family where there were sev eral children

and never a superabundance of money,’ said a gentleman
speaking of his boyhood. “[ knew my father loved me, of
course, but those last two words might pretty nearly have
expressed my view of the tie between us +f I had conside:
it atall. He was kind, but he was naturaily rather

served and he was a very busy man.

“When | was a lad of eighteen, | went awav from home
and among strangers for the first time. | had obtained 2
situation in a town some two hundred miles distunt 1
I was greatly surprised one day to see my father come walk-
ing, into my boarding-place. He had managed to leaye his
husiness for two or three days.and had come to spend his
brief holiday with me. I knew how he must have | anned
fot it, have counted the money the journey would cost and
have given up other things for the sake of being with me,
and suddenly 1understood as pever before my place in my
father's heart. He visited the shop where | was emploved,
shared my plain dittle lodging-room and, when | was free,
we had one long, happy day “ogether wandering about the
little old town. I went with him to his train and walked
back through the streets alone, saying to myself—1 didn’t
know father cared for me like that I’ .

“He never knew what a revelation that visit was, nor
how from that day to the latest of my life it has put new

gt . b
meaning into the wards, ‘Our Father in heaven,' "~Sel,




