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The Export Canada's export trade to Great
Trods Britain has shown a gratifying
increase during the past summer
with  Gosat Bellada. The Montreal ** Witness "' notes
that out of eighteen staple lines of produéts exported
from Montreal, only five showed decreaces as com-
pared with 1897 and for these decreases there were
special reasons, while some of the increases were
notable. Thus in round numbers the export of
corn from Montreal increased ten million bushels,
oats nearly twomillion bushels, butter nearly eighty
thousand packages, eggs fifteen thousand cases,
flour more than two hundred and seventy thousand
barrels, and flax in the neighborhood of seven
hundred thousand bushels. In barley, rye, meal,
apples, pork, lard, hams, bacon and meats, increases
were shown, , In the exports of wheat, cattle, sheep,
horses and cheese there is more or less decrease as
compared with the previous year. In the item of
wheat the decrease is very large, amounting to more
than goo ooo bushels. This falling off is accounted
for partly by the fact that top prices were reached in
18g7 during the Leiter ' corner " and partly by the
fadt that the unexpectedly low prices prevailing so
far the presenit year have induced producers to ‘hold
their wheat with the hope of a rise. The decrease
in the cattle exports, it is held is only apparent and
not real, singe large shipments of Canadian cattle
have been made this year by way of New York and
Boston' because of the lower rates, ruling at ‘those
ports; as compared with Montreal. In this con-
nection’ it niay be remarked that the fa® that Upper
Canadian cattle and Nova Scotia apples are being
sent past Canadian ports to Boston or New York in
order to secure advantageous rates is certainly a
noteworthy fa®t, tle cause whereof should be made
the subje of prompt investigation. A Probably not
many persons have thought of Iceland as a success-
ful competitor with Canadian farm produéts in the
British market, yet it i¢ said that it is Iceland that
is accountable for the decline in the export of
Canadian sheep, and that in the face of Icelandic
competition mutton for the British market cannot
be profitably produced in Canada As a whole,
however, the export trade of Canada with the old
country appears to be in a prosperous condition,
and may be regarded as an indication that the
produdts of this country are being received with
growing favor in the motherland.
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Preskd President MeKinley’s annual
message, delivered at the opening
McKinky's Memage. of Congress on December sth,
has been of course one of the prominent topics of
discussion during the past week, Naturally the
mbsaage is occupied largely with matters pertaining
to the late war witlk Spain.  The President recalls
the events which led up to the war and justifies the
forcible interference of the United States in the affairs
of Spain as in the iuterests of humanity also upon
the vight to protect the life and property of United
Staten citizens in Cuba, to check injury to Umnited
States commercial and industrial interests through
the devastation of the island and to remove the
burdeds upen the United States Govertiment and the
cottstant menace to peace involved in the uncertain-
ties and perilsof the Cuban situation. Of thegrom
response of the country in men and money
purpase of earrying on the war and the conduct of
officers and men in all departments of the gervice,
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tion, shall have been ratified, and in the meantime
the military governments<which will be :continued
over those lands will give the people security . as to
life and property and encouragement to enterpnu.
What Mr. McKiunley says ahout Cuba seems plainly
to indicate the opinion that the ultimate aim’ of the
United States should be not to anrex the island ' but
assist its people to independence and self govern-
ment, ‘It should be ourduty," hesays. ' to/assist
in every proper way to build up the waste places of
the islard, encourage the industry of the people and
assist them to form a goyernment which shall be
free and independent, thus realizing the best aspira-
tions of the Cuban people "' The President states
that the relations of his Governmient with Great
Britain have continued on the most friendly footing.
He praises the tact and zeal ‘with which the British
diplomatic and consular representatives (adting at
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secrets, that one officer or more of the Fmﬂch ény
was concerned in it and that by means of
docnments, the crime was fastened upon

The recent suicide of Colonel Henr} m rison, IM
he had been apprehended on charg being con-
cerned ‘with the forging “of certam documenls in
cotinedtion 'with the case, will be recalled. It is
now ititimated by a Paris paper that the evidefce
which has come before the Court of Cassation
to.show hat this Colonel Heury, and not Dreyfus|
was the traitor who sold documents

military  secrets to a foreign power, and  that
Esterhazy was au accomplice with him in the jnfam.
ous busivess. The fact that Henry was li ﬁt
beyond his salary attracted attentian, and'in

tions into the source of his income revealed, it il
said, a part of the truth, confirming the stories as to

the request of the United States) fulfilled the delicate
and arduous task of securing protection. for - Ameri-
cans and their iuterests in Spanish. jurisdidton
during the war,; and makes special mention of ' Mr.
Ramsden, Her Majesty's Consul, at Santiago de
Cuba, whose untimely death after distinguished
service and untiring eg:ort during the siege of the
city was sincérely lamented.” ‘In reference to the
joint High Commmsnon now smmgm Washington,
the President says: “' It will' give me especial
satisfadion if 1 shall be authorizéd to communicate
to you a favorable conclusion of the: pending negoti-
ations with Great Britain with respe@® to the
Dominion of Canada. It is the earnest wish of this.
Government to remove all sources of discord and
irritation in_our relations with the neighboring
Dominion. - Theé trade between the two countries is
constantly increasing and it is important to both
countries that" all’ reasonable facilities should bz
granted for its deévelopment,””

* » * *. *» - " * » *

Among uther mattérs of interest dealt' with i the
President's message, may' be mentioned .the. Paris
exposition of 190q, inwhich it is. expeéted the United
States will participate on ascalecommensurate with;
its productions and indusiries. To this end the
approprigtion by Congress of $1,000,000 is advised.
The Nieardgua Canal proje@ obtains mention and it
is'promised that the report of the Walker Commiis:
sion on ' that subjé&, which has' now ‘nearly
completed its labors, wﬂl be laid before Congress.
There  is: allusion to ' the extraordinary' events
transpiring in the Chinese Empire whereby portions
of its maritime pronnces are ng under control
of European Powers,’’ and it is intimated that these
events are being attentively watched by the United
States Government, with a view to protefling the
nation's commercial interests in that quarter of the
world. Allusion is'dlso made ‘to the ‘causes' for
disquietude on account of the unrest 'in' Chitia and
the revival of the 6ld sentiment of prejudice and
opposition - toward alien people which - pervades
certain parts of the country. It is the intention of the

the relations between him and Esterhazy and show-
ing that, through the latter as a mediator, Henry
received: money from abroad. 'When . there was:
danger of the facts becoming knowh, Henry and.
Esterhazy concocted the forgeries by which the crime
was falsely fastened upon Dreyfus. This may. be
nothing more than a guess at the facts; but
in the light of Colonel Henry's suicide, it seems to
be not wholly improbable.
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Sir Edmund Monson It does not appear that the relas
m‘ Anglo-French tions between Great Britaim and
France are growing more smie-
Ralaions able. The latter seems  deter-
mined to adhere to 4 line of policy whkh by its’
disipgétiiousness - and pettiness of motive
caused So'much irritation, in England. Of !ll’ittl(
proposal’ ‘to' start colleges as a rival to Gemeral -
Kitchener’s: projected institution in the Soudasvis:
an e ?:m-; ‘lrmo}t;the character: of
the present relations between the two M,;, i
speech of Sir, Edmund J. Monson, British R
sador. to France, seems significant. Them
delivered at the Silver Jubilee banquet of tish * |
Charhiber of Commerce in Paris, on the iingof -
Déc. 6tH. ' Sir Edmund having expressed his'
eintion ‘of ‘the“more direct methods of dipl
which tvere coming into fashion—Ilargel
American influence—and having refe Jin terms
of warm praise to the character and utterancesof
the men:who in recent years had represented
United States at the Court of St. James,
that he did not possess their command of ap
but intimated nevertheless his inten
ep:sr:on that occasion from traditional Hmits
whﬂe endeavoring to say a {few words which
work towad the end for which a British Am
is'vsent abroad. After referring to the recemt
remarkable . outburst .of public ' feeling l!l “
Britain; over the Fashoda incident and e eaxing
the hope that the idea of Great Britain beil

United . States Government. to . employ  vigorous
measures to sécure the American interests and  to
require repatatiom in case of injury done to the lives
or property of American citizens. , . . The Czar of
Russia has been inforined of the cordial aympnthy
of President McKinley's Govert ment in his

for disarmament; which is regarded as a step towud ;

the establishment of pedce and good will among the
uations, . The representative of the United

SutectoTuzkey- has been  instrutted to, secure a

settlement with that Governmen, 5o far as possible,
of long existing controversies and especially to,
for in emmty or the property of Afneﬂmlkﬁm
aries destroyed in coune&um with the jan
The Prekidenit ‘alfudes in terms ‘of
high ‘praise to Miss Clata Bartor dnd all who ‘aided
herin' the ‘philanthropic ‘work’ of the' Red' 'Cross
Society during the war! The United States Gonm

ment cordially agreed tothe proposition coming from
the Swiss Government to extend. the:Red Cross
systcm to naval hostilities,
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“T would earnestly ‘ask officials in fowa‘
official exponents of public opinion todi
and' abstain from a continuance of the poli
pricks, which, while it can only
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ry, most inevitably _perpetuate across the
an {ntolmble irritation. I would entreat i;mﬁ
resist the temptation to thwart British entﬂ'pnlg
pett) manceuvres, such as the posal ‘to m ¥
colleges as rivals of General Kitcl s
institution in the reconquered’ Soudan. ‘Swel il
considéred - provocation' might have the ‘effect of
converting Great Britain's present policy of forbesy-
ance in, Egypt into the adoption of m$
whieh 1 presume French mnment X
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