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THE BLESSING OF SIMEON.

JRSUS—AS R
Simeon, not only foresaw that Jesus was to
present conelasive evidence that He spake not of
Himself, but wss » daly sccredited ambassadot
from God to man—but he also foresaw the treat~
ment which He was to receive from man, He
may not have foresaw all the particulars of His
life ; he may not bave foresaw how He was to
be regawded by the maj rity of men in ages yet
to come, but he foresaw that Jesus—the spotless
Yaa—the great teacher—the friend of humany
—the warker of miracles—was to be slandered,
insuited, and persecuted, and because of the
conclusiveness of the evidences which He pre-
seated that His claims were valued and His
doctrines trae. a

1t is interesting to notice as we review the past
how completely the predictions of Simeon that
Jesus was to be “ a sizn spoken against” has been

falfilled.
No sooner had he began his public ministry
than He found opponents. At first the common

e were inclined to receive Him as the
Messiah, but the leaders of the people rejected
and bated Him. They iuterrupted Him (in His
discourses, they slandered His person, and mis-
represented His doctrines, They sought every
oceasion 1o discover something in His words or
conduct which might render Him liable to punish-
ment. The leaders of the people at length suc-
ceeded in infusing the batred of Jesus,into the
hearts of the masses. Usually disliked, with-
out ar influential friend to speak or to act in His
defence, He was at length arrested, tried, and
though found guilty of no erime, condemned
amidst the acclamstious of the people, to an
ignominious and cruel death. 1

Nor has the world since spoken of Him more
favorably, or regarded Him with higher reverence
and affection than his own countrymen during
the days of His flesh. His claims as the Meesiah
bave even been rejected by the majonty; His
teaching have séver won their way into general
favor ; His person has never been held in esteem,
or loved by the world. On the contrary, those
who have despised alike His person and His
teaching® have ever been the multitude—a few
only hite implicitly received His teachings,
acknowledged the vahdity of His claims, cor-
dially sibmitted to His suthority, and felt tos
ward Him anything like the love and gratitude
which he deserves.

But what is still more extraordinary, is the fact
that the proof which He gave of His Messiahship
was the chief occasion of this relentless enmity.
‘When on carth we find that the hatred of His
enemies wes roused to fury whenever He gave
some unanswerable evidence that He came forth
from God. So long as He was content merely
with exhibiting His characteristic amiability and
benevolence, or with unfolding moral precepts,
the hatred of his ecemie« seemed to be dormant;
bat whenever He wrought miracles which proved
that He was a teacher sent from God—whegever
in His discourses He treated of the nature, char-
aecter, and operations of ihe Deity, or whenever
He presented conspicuously a spectacle of super-
humsn virtue, then the rage of His enemies was
roused to freazy, and they called Him a demo-
nise, a madman, a blasphemer, or shouted
« erucify Him, crucify Him.”

So m aubsequent times—Jesus is “spoken
sgainsi”’ whenever eviderce of His Messiahship
is brooght home to the hearts and consciences of
men, Their natural enmity is dormant, until
they are convinced that Jesus is more than a
man. But when their reason is baffled by the
evidence which He affords of a superhuman
pature and mission—then the enmity becomes
apparent. Ii He could only be regarded as a
1-act er whose doctrines were doubtful at best,
then those to whom they are distastefol could
contrive to despise Him, and pity His votaries—
1+t becanse He spesks with authority, and
fuur < the truth of His doetrines—apathy or
contemp} gives way to dislike and hatred.

Now we notice a strange and melancholy fact.
Those who have been well instructed in the doc-
trines of Christianity, and who have had the
character of Jesus repeatedly presented to their

ion feel a g di towards those
doctrines, than those who have never rpceived
such = religious training. We notice also that
feelings of positive dishke are - excited as
Tesson or conscience acknowledge the doc-
trines to be true, and the character of the Teach-
er spotless. This dislike is often seen to bey
excited to the highest pitch in those seasons in
which the truth is presented in demonstration of
the spirit and in power, deepening its influence
over the Learts of believers and constraining the
rebellious to penitence and submission.

Now we are prepared to understand how it is
that Jesus s sent not only for the rise but also
for the fall of many, in Jsrael. Now we learn
that the of Jesus as a sign, decrees
the salvation of the believer and a tearful ruin of

the snbeliever. !

By the coming of Jesus a new sin became possi-

ble ' Never before did men have an opportunity to
reject & pardon freely offered to them—to insult

Deity when visibly mapifested to them—to ‘shut

come down from heaven to reveal it. But such sin |

deliberately insulted. !

rejecting Jesus would be far greater than any other |
s b ? i S8e o

ordinary transgression i8 as nothing compared
the guilt involved in the rejection of Jesus. Injury |
inflicted on man is innocence compared with dis- |
honor done to (od. Ingratitude for daily end|
temporal blessings is a trivial crime sompared with |
ingrdtitde in view of such an expression of love |
for sinners, as the Holy One has made in the gil't;
of His “on. lnasmuch as the claims of the Crea- ‘
tor trans end those of the creature, and innsmuch |
as His love revealed in his Son surpasses-all other |
exhibitions of His goodness, to that extent the
guilt of rejecting God manifest in the flesh exceeds |
He who |

that involved in any other transgression.
should reject Jesus would also place himself mmel
completely than ever before under the dominion of
sin. It is a matter of experience that cach trans-
gression strengthens the power of sin, This pa‘ver |
is strengthened in proportion with the enormity of |
the crime: When the transgression is cnn‘min,e(l!
in the face of a knowledge of duty, conscience wxll;
soon cease to warn—when it involves ingratitude, |
the heart will grow hard—when it is prompted by
a particular propensity or passion, that will at
once usurp absolute authority in the soul. What
transgressionfcan so speedily and effectually sear
the cciscience, petrify the heart, and influence the
evil propensity within, as the deliberate rejection
of pardon, sanctification, and eternal life when
offered to us, and even pressed upon us by Him
who died that He might bestow these blessings
upon the guilty,

What must be the consequences of such a
crime as that of refusing to accept Jesus. So
long as we persist in rejecting him, sin has the
mastery. 'The evil power keeps rapidly weaving
its coils around every member of the imwmortal
being. We pass away into the unseen world
with such a seared conscienoe—a potrified heart,
With such a passion for sin, that holiness was
rejected though offered by the crucified Saviour,
and urged upon us by all the eloquence of re-
deeming love—and as a necessary qualification
for the felicity of heaven. What must be the
eternal destiny of such a soul, even if God
should take no notice of 1ts crime.

But He does take notice, He is a just God.
He has always threatened transgressors. How
will he treat those who refuse to be pardoned,
who despise the most sublime expression of love
ever revéaled since time began, who show that
they will not serve, though he be a heavenly Fa
ther, and though his divine Son pleads and
weeps in tears for them,

Those then who reject Jesus, are mure guilly,
more enthralled by ein, and expased 1o a heavier
condemupation thin those who newer heard of
his name. They stumble over the stone whicn
was placed in the highway to elevate them into
» region of purity and felicity.

MATHETES,
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NUMBER V.

THE MARRIAGE AT CANA OF GALILEE.
John 2: 112,

Jesus had formally commenced his career of
toil and trinl. He had been baptized with the
express sanction of the Father; he had suc-
cessfully encountered temptation in its most
irrosistible form ; he had received from a di-
vinely commissioned witness, evidence that he
was the Messiah; end had successfully begun
his mission in gathering around him a litile tand
of disciples. He now purposed to return to
Galilee, John 1:44. After the intérview with
Philip and Nathaniel he set forth on his journey.
At this time a marriage was on the eve of cele-
bration in Cana of Galilee, Cana was a litile
town about half a day’s journey from the sea of
Gennesaret, and about two daye’ journey from
that part of the shores of the Jordan which Jesus
had been visiting—the region in the vicinity of
Bethany.

The marriage took place on the third day af
ter the departure of Jesas from Bethany—ald
the mother of* Jesus—who was probably a relas
tive of one ot the pair, was present at the festi-
val. Jesus also had been invited to the wedding,
and with him John, Andrew, Peter, and probably
Nathaniel, who was a native of Cana, (John 21 :
2.

)Marriuges were usually celebrated for several
days in succession, during all of which time the
guests were plentifully supplied  with wine, and
the castomary viands. On this occasion, it would
seem that a sufficiericy” of wine had not been
provided.

Then Mary, anxious for the honor of her rela-
tives, came to Jesus with the intelligence, and
with it the intimation that by miraculous power
he should make up the deficiency. Though
Jesus had as yet performed no miracles, his
mother, from various circumstances, had been led
to the belief that he could, at will, perform them.

now became possible. By rejeoting Jesus, pardon  shonld by his power supply the deficieney in the
for +in was rejected, Divine meroy contemptuously | wine, for she knew that unless he did a0, her
disregarded, and the Deity himself wantonly snd  friende would be regarded os having meanly &8
provided an insufficieut entertainment, and per-]
It is very evident also that such a sin as that of p.4 that Jesus himself would be blamed by 3

(equivalent to lady, or madame;) said he,

Now she was particalarly anxwus that be

them for having arrived with so many compas<

4 ! amouble, . Jasus
answered her respectfully, but by a gentle re
proof gave her to understand, that he wag no

longer in subjection to the control of earthly |

parents, that there was no  coanection between
his high object, and her womanly cares. Woman
“Our
mterests and aims are diverse ; itis not for me
to put forth my power to relieve your feelings,
or to deliver your friends from embarrassment.

Besides the time appointed by the Father for |

me to work wiracles has not yet come.

Mary understood the reproof, yet she judged
from the language of her son tha at the proper
time her wishes would be complied with. Con~
sequently she ordered the servants to obey siriet-
ly whatever he might command.

It was customary for the Jews to keep on
hand quantities of water, for the performance
of their ‘vstration and purifications, (Mat. 7:
3—seq.) As the puests on the present oceasion
werce numerous, and their stay pmlnngml, agreat
quantity of water had been provided for thom.
I here were six hugestone water pots, each hold-
ing from twenty to thiity ga'lons of water.
Jesus ordered the servants to carry out thése
cisterns of water, which they did at ouvce. He
then ordered them to draw off some of their
coatents, and carry it to the ruler of the feast.
He was obeyed, ond the ruler who knew non
thing of the deficiency in the wine, was astons
ished on percciving the exquisite flavor of what
had been set before him. It is customary, he
said to the giver of the feast, to give the finely
flavored wine at first, and when the palate has
been satisfied by drinking, to offer the inferior
kinds, but you have kept your best wine until
now,

This was the first of our Lord’s miracles, per~
formed under these circumstances, in order that
the divinity within hun might be unveiled; and
that the disniples of the stern and ascetio John
might be convinced that Jesus was the Messiah,
though unlike their former teacher,he could grace
a marrisge feast with his presence, This mira«
cle greatly incrensed the faith of his disciples.
After Jesus had wrought this miracle, he went
to Capernaum. His mother, and brethren and
disciples accompanied him, But his visit to
this-pluce wag not of long duration.

A. B. C,

e
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CONTINUED.
It is when we come to the appearances and cher-
acter of the people themselves that we find the
national traits standing out most prominently. In
the same hotel may be found worthy representas
tives, not only of the great British and: American
classes, but of various and distinctly marked sub-
divisions of these classes. At the dining table one
scarcely knows which to admire most, the portly,
self-important Englishman who discusses at leisure
the merits of his beef or his dogs, and edifies the
company between courses, with the details of yes-

the sallow-faced Yankee, from whose plate the sub-
stantials disappear by magic, closely followed by
the pudding, steaming hot, till their proprietor
hurries off to attend to the more important business
of driving on some pending bargain. While the
imagination of the one soars in its lofty region from
perch to trout, and from squirrel to woodcock, he
unwittingly stores up a generous supply of strength
and animal spirits. The habits of the other shrivel
and attenuate the physical man, but stimulate at
least one faculty of intellect to an intense acuteness
—an acuteness not always propitious to the ma-
terial interests of those svith whom he comes in
business contact. Nor should we omit to make
honorable mentior. of the stern Secotchman, who
lifies his ch istic power of concentra-
tion in n contemptuous disregard of the little
amenities of table etiquette and a taciturn devotion
to the one business in hand, Happily, however,
the matter-of-fact impress which he stamps upon
the affair quickly fadea before the genial counte-
nance of the son of the Emerald Isle, whose occa~
sional sallies of mother wit effectually dispel long
faces and shades of gloom.

But we would at the present juncture, or rather
juncture of affairs, d the curious stud

of feature angd character to the group assembled on
the veranda of the principal hotel in some country
town, awaiting the coming of the daily mail. We
shall not soon farget the scene presented by such
an assemblage when the first, exaggerated reports
of the affair at Bull’s Run arrived. There was the
exultant Southerner,-too proud to give full vent to
the triumph which gleamed in his eye and rushed
to his lip. There was the boastful Northerner loudly
proclaiming his disbelief, while his boding heart,

the lie to his professions. There were the na-

and ill-timed merriment.
wanting the .newly arrived Britisher, who con-

His miraculous birth, his wouderful pregervation

Thirir ears to truth when taught by One ‘\ho had

tion that he could work miracies.

i Were we disposed to ask still fariher traces of

terday’s, or the plan of tha afternoon’s sports, or.

his dejeeted face, and his nervous movement gave

turalized Canadians giving unhesitating expression
to their divided sympathies, in tones of sorrow or
of gladness, and, too often, in disgusting witticism
And there too, was not

descended to listen to the account somewhat as one
in & gracious mood deigns to notice the gambols of
in bis infancy, the appearance of the Magi, his | (hilgren at play. This last character we may rea-
strange language in the temple, the pheno- | onably hope; is-the representative of a chss com-
mena which ascompanied his baptism, his hn'g‘\
fasting in the wilderfiess—all had brought convic- | but thrab with painful interest in view of the pend-
ling struggle, suggestive as it is, of so many phases

paratively small. The true British heart cannot

the growth of its own loved Constitution and|
gnunt with such momentous issues to the cause |
iberty, civil and intcllectual. |
lur opportnnities for observation of the social
} domestic habits of the fair having been rather
jted, wo gladly refrain from presuming to offer
y remarks on so delicate a topie, Without

| venturing a criticism npon their style of head-

shall make them our best bow with but one passing
remark. They not unfrequently adhere to the an-
tiguated customs of wearing soles to: their shoes
and ‘& nataral bloom on their checks, The latter
fact is patent to the most ordinary observer. The
former was arrived at by inference, as being the
| enly explanation of the singular circumstance that
| their footfalls are often distinetly audible on the
| stairs or pavement, ~We do not presume to hint at
the possibility of any physiological relation between

| the two.

| the foreign elements which have united to give
1‘ a population to Upper Canada, the best possible
| opportanity would probably he thut afforded by
a visit to the various churches in sounie of its
towts on a Sabbath day. This, we judge, will
pive the truest eriterion of the nationalities ot
any people, The business and social intercourse
of every day life sonn wear: off the edges and
obscure the outlines of those habits and opinions |
which are exposed to their friction. But with 8|
peopl:’s religion the ease is different. The mode
of worchip of the father or the father land, is
generally otserved by the children to the third
Here there is no inter-
The
nd dried certuries ago in Eng-

or fourth generation.
mingling of shades, no dissolving views.
orthodoxies cut
lish esthedrals or Scottish Lirks stend out side
by side in Canadian churches, with outlines as
definite aud as unyielding as of yore. During
the six days the good nature of the ¢hild of Erin
and the sharpness of the American re-act gently
and cffectually upon etach other, but on the
seventh esch wraps his native wom in its peculiar
cassock and carefully takes the other side of the
street 10 avoid o brushing of skirts, Why this
is 80 is not for us to say. Whether the sad ten-
dency of the nge to keep ove’s religion indoors
all the week to preserve its sickly frane from the
rude. jostling of the wordly eruwd, makes it so
shy and formal that it cannot be spproached on
its Sabbath day appearance, or whether there is
something in man’s religiove instinct which
makes him ofientimes cling as closely to the form
a8 he should do to the gpirit and the truth of his
worship it is ot for us to determine. Tt is how-
ever true that in Canada as in most other places,
though we cannot but think to a greater extent
than in most other places, one can generally tell
the nationality of the townsmeu-by the place of
wership they frequent. He may visit the Epis-
copal chureh and trace tha ancestral homage of
KEnglish nobility in the vaulting of priestly lawn
and the long ritual and ceremonial kept scrupul-
ously free from the slightest touch of innovatiap,
He may go to the unmixed Scottish congregatiou
and study the nation’s character in the long ranks
of hard, earnest features, as tte people drink in
eagerly and “ inwardly digest,” every metaphy-
sical thought, while the preicher takes his stand
fearlessly upon the lofty and uncompromising
doctrines of ‘divice sovereignty and foreordinas
tion. Or he may.visit the Wesleyan assembly,
where he cannot fail to find in the wisely and
well adjusted machinery, in the comfortable ar-
rangements and in plausible and pleasant doc
trines of the “seet, much, notwithstanding its
origin, to point it out as admirably adapted to be
grafted on an American stock and to grow in
American goil.

(To be Continued.)

POLAND AND ITS HISTORY.

« Unhappy Poland” begins again to attract
the attention of the world, after having passed a
period «f silence of thirty years’ duration, 8o
profuund, indeed, had been this silence, that iy
might well be compured to that of the tomb..
Bt Polwnd was not dead ; she was only #gep-)
ing. What is to be the issue of the presenf
struggle, is known only to Gol. It is to be fear-
ed that it will end in riveting more permanebtly
the fetters by which she has been so long bound
hand and fost. It may, howaver, be far other-
wise. Something will depend on what England |
will say and do, and almost infinitely more on
what Louis Napoleoa will say and do. Itis
manifest that there has been some great mistake
made, or Russia  would not have had the oc
casion and the power to place one hundred and
fifty thousand soldiers in cities and towns of

Poland, with all its proper dimensions. By doing
0, they would have made Prussia strong. As it
vas, they msde Ruossia too powerful and brought
her western beundary much too near the centre
of Evrope.

But the Congress of Vienna had a hard task
to perform. England and France stood up for

fortunately for Prussia and the Poles, Bont
escaped from Elba just at the critical moment
when that question was being discuesed, In-
stant'y, Russia took a bold stand, and threatened
to join I'vance against all the rest of ' Europe,
demand for the Duchy of Warsaw
was granted. The Congress, intimidated by the
menace, vielded, orly stipulating that Ruesia
should give the. new * Kingdom of -Poland” a
constitution—a stipulation which the Emperor
Alexander I. agreed to, and which he executed
in good faith. Under that constitution Poland
flourished from 1815 to 1830, when, in an evil
hour, and contrary to the advice of her oldest and
wisest men, the students of the Uuiversity of
Warsaw, in September, 1330, imitating the
students of the Polytechnie Institute st Paris, in
the revolution of the preceding July, attempted
to make a revolution in that famovs ecapital of
Poland., The citizens joined them, and the
wovement became general throughout the coun-
try. But in litle more than a year, the
Poles were crushed by the overwhelming forces
which Russia poured into that country, many of
which had lLigen gotten ready a month earhier for
a campaign into Franee, to put down the revola«
tion that had elevated Louis Napoleon to the
throne of the Caffets.

It is a singular comecidence, thst the Russians
charged Louis Phillippe and his Government
with having incited thé Poles to makd the at-
tempt at revolution in 1830. The very same
charge is now made by them against Louis Napo-
leon ond hie Government, If Louis Philippe did
that thing, nnd then refused to aid the Poles in
the-desperate struggle which they made, he
certainly deserved the dreadful downfall and dis-
grace which divine justice meted out to him,
Louis Napoleon, if he hay been guilty of the
same conduct, should profit by the lesson.

uoless h

The history of no country in Europe is more
franght with instroction than that of Poland ;
and there is none, we will add, that is so little
understood in this country, Gob 18 Just ! This
great truth is set forth in such letters, in that
history, that *“ he that 1uns may read.” Let us
look at a few points : The great Blavonic race
established three kingdoms, in the early ages of
the Christian era— thase of Kieff; Novgorod, and
Cracow. The two former were united under
| Rurie, or rather Ruric’s son, and became the
(nueleus and foundation of what. is now the
Russian Empire. The last named (that of Cracow)
became the Kingdom of Poland. 7The Russians

 |teenth century entered 0}

lost, and not much more, and Poland was anni-
biliated ! - What an  instance of the retributive

justice of God, in his deslings with nations,

does this history furnish for the instruction of
mankind !
Bul there is something more to be said : The
doctrines of the Gréat Reformation of the sixe
p A G

was exlusively Roman Cath
tants, and Protestantism bid fair to become the
dominant religion of the country, Nearly or
quite half the members of the Diet became Pro-
testants. But in an ‘evil hour, Bigismand (a
renegade Swede) was chosen king (for Poland
was on elective monarchy during the latter part
of its independ national ), in 1672,
That able but bad monarch introduced the Jesu-
its, and in two centuries the Protestants were so
far extirpated, that there are not at ?}ns day any
thing near half a million of the Polesin all the
world, who profess the Protestant faith! [n
fact, the persecution of the Protestants was one
of the causes of the First “ Partition.” The
Protestants of that country desiredsand invoked
the interference of the surrounding countrigs—a

fact which had its infl with P
Prussia.

Poland was sbsorbed by three great powers of
different religious faith. Austria, Roman Catho-

lie, got the smallest and bes* share, and hes
(the Poles themselves being judges) governed
her part, though nine hundred and ninety~nine
out of a thousand of the people of Gallicia are
Roman Catholics, toe worst of all 1" Russia gaine
ed byfar the largest, and though herselfprofessing
the Greek faith, has done better by the Poles
thanf the Austrians. Whilst Prussia, that now
has the poorest part, and the smallest share of
the population of Poland, has governed hér part
the best of all ; so much so, that intelligent Poles
that are Rowan Catholics, have confessed to
tke writer thut if Austria and Russia had gov-
erped their portions of Poland as well as Prussia
has done, the Polish nation would have little
reason to regret the partition of their country.

One of the most infamous things that Rome
has ever been guilty of was the * bull? which
the Pope issued secretly against the Polish revo.
lution in"1830. M. de'dotter, the autborof the
Reévolution in Belgium, spoke ofit in bis life of
Ricei,and Abbe de la Mennais published it in
his work ca/led Rome. Gregory X VI, issued a
# bull” in 1846 (just before he died), against
the attempted revolution in Gallicia.

But better days will come. A pure Christian<
ity must take the place in Poland of the supers
stition and intolerance of the Roman Catholic
Chdroh, which has been the cause of the perses
cution_and destruction of so many Frotestant
confessors in that land. The Fnglish and Ger-
man missionaries did much in Poland to impart
the knowledge of the Gospel to the Jews, jfrom

received their Christianity and ecivilization from
Greece and Constantinople j and when the
« Grand Schism™ took place (which began in the
tenth eentury, and was completed in the twelfth),
they took sides, as was natural enough, with the
Patriarch of Constatinople. The consequence is»
that the Russian Ohurch, with its 50,000,000 of
followers, is the head of the umversal Greek
Church, and, indeed, of all the six Oriental
Churches. The Poles, on the other hand, re-
ceived their civilization and Cbristianity from
Ttaly via Germany, and just as paturally took
part with the Bishop of Rome. In other words
they became Roman Catholize.

This simple statement accounts for the early
enimity which monifested itself between the
Russians and the Poles. It had its source in the
hostility which sprung up between the Bishops
of Rome and Constantinople. And as the Poles
became far superior to the Russians in civilea-
tion and arms, owing to their intercourse with
Germany and Ttaiy, and their wars with Teutonic
knights, they soon were able to carry their vies
torious standards far into the western side of

ussia. Rome, of course encouraged sll this,
So extensive werc these eonquests, tHat Kieff
was for some time in their hands, and they were
enabled to found Smolensk, on the Dnieper—a
eity far in the direction of Moscow, which had
hecome the eapital of Russia. And although
Ivan the * Great’’ and Ivan the “ Terrible” did
much to’ save Russia from the Tartars on the
south and easi, as well as the Poles on the west,
it iy nevertheless a faet, that the Poles were able,
during the icterregnum of sixteen years (1597-
1613) between the last of the Ruric dynasty and
the first of that of the Romanoffs, to march to
Moscow, and put a creature oftheir own on the!

thrt country.

Poland of these days, or what is called such
in ordinary speech, is the** Duchy of Warsaw,’
which Bonaparte ereated in 1809, and which the
Congress of Vienua, at his downfall, converted
into the “Kingdom of Poland,” and placed vnder
the Government of Russia. It was' a sad blunder.
‘That central part of old Poland, its very heart
as it" were—had never belonged to Russin. She
had not gotten any part of it by any of the three
« Partitions” in which she had shared. Prussia
had ghtten the most of it, and Austria a pan
But B arte took it from those po'wers, and
crout"ﬂ of it the * Duchy of Warsaw,”’ as we
have said, and placed 1t under the protection of
the Eleotor %Sn_x_ony, whom that ¢ king-aker
created ‘¢ King of Saxony

'

throne of Muscovy, and sustain ‘him there for
gome time. And in doing this, they were en-
couraged and aided by the Pope of Rome. It was
mainly by these conquests from Russia, that the
Kingdom of Poland increased until it extended
| from the Baltic to the Black Sea, and liad a pop-
Jll]aliun of twenty-two millions of people, nearly
| one~half of whom belonged to the Greek Church.
And how did she get so many adherents to the
| Greek Church ?
'part of Russia. C
hatred that all thi

| But matters did not stop here.
at length, advancing in civilization and strength

» about that time. The ; under the Romanoffs, began to retake what the
Congress of Vienna should have given it to Pronsia | P.les had taken from them. In the reigniof
if they had not the sense of justice which would | Catbarine the Great, the * Partitions’” of 1778,
have led them to re-cs'ablish the Kingdom of 98,and 95 took place. Russia got back all she had - a€ne

By the conquering so large a
n we wonder at the intense
excited in the breasts of the
Russians, priests and people, against the Poles. 1. Grear NEGLIGENCE 48 TO
The Russians

1818 to 1854. We know of nothing to hinder
the circulation of the sacred Scriptures among
the Poles, the Jews, and the Germaus, in-what
is called Poland—formerly the Grand Duchy of
Warsan —with its population of five millions of
souls. W= are happy to say that the Baptists of
Germany, aided by the Baptist Missionary So-
ciety of this country, have commenced & mission
in Poland, and also in Lithuania. God grant
that they may have great success. Who knows
but that this may be the commeacement of a
gréat work ? The Savionr will yet have Potand
as a part of his great * possessions,”

following from the Rev. Wm. Arnot’s new
work :—*¢ The writer remembers the days when,
as the dincer-hour was announced, and all glads
ly tbrew their work eside, he satisfied a fresh
appetite during the first five minutes, snd
stretched bgneath the shade of a treé, “occupied
the remaining fifty-five reading the wars of
Camsar, and the songs of Virgil, in the language
of ancient Rome. It made his afternoon’s teil
lighter. It made his neighbors respect him ; and
what is more, young men, it made him respect
himself, In virtare of that employment the en<
ticers did not so frequently assail him ; and he
was supplied with an auxiliary means of defence.
There are many branches of useful knowledge,
easily accessible, from wkich yoa. may choose;
each according to his~ taste. We -earnestly
counsel young men to scour up, and keep in use
all the powers of understanding and memory
which God has given them. It will sweeten your
labour. It will be something softer to lean on
between your flesh and the 1ron instruments of
toil. How grest the privileges of youth in this
country, and ut the present dey. How great is
the waste, if the museums, libraries, and publie
rooms be not turned to good account,

A MinisTeR’s SiNs or OMission.—The . fol=
lowing nppear in the * €hristian Advoezte and
Journ:|,” a Methodist paper. Perhaps ministers
of all denominations mey takesome portion of
it to themselves :

« My conscience acouses me of the foHowing
things :

SECRET
Praver. Little time, WiNe fervency, little inters
1 | cession, little special prayer for my office or for
my floek.

9. GREAT NEGLECT OF THE SCRIPTURES, as
to private or ministerial edification ; ~great sb-
e of Scripture proof ia my sermons;. flimey,

Sl Sl T e

= o




