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-shares Sir Adolph Caron sent merely

.win the unqualified admiration of our

¢ VENALITY ALMOST BEYOND

e BELIEF.

The defence of Chief Commissioner
Green for ameceepting $37,000° worth of
shares of the stock of a land speculat-
ing which seeking
favors from the government has now
been fully disclosed. It is a rather
rambling and very contradictory de-
fence, but it must be accepted, we sup-
pose, as the best the defenders of the
minister have to offer. The first in-
clination of the ministerial partners of
Myr. Green and of the organs was to
deny that therd was any truth what-
ever in the allegations that the Iate
Chief Commisisoner had been offered
or had accepted any consideration
whatever. ~But now that Mr. Green,
doubtless impelled by the knowledgé
that there is in existence and avail-
able correspondence of a most com-
promising’ character, has admitted over
his own signature that the shares were
received and accepted by him, there
was of course nothing left for them to
do but to admit _that the shares had
passed and to place the matter in the
most favorable light possible before a
:sHocked community. ' Consequently it
is asserted that while Mr. Green
may have been indiscreet, his ¢harac-
ter is so firmly established by his rec-
‘ofd as an administrator that the idea
df his being influenced by such a pal-
pable bribe is ‘so ridiculous as to be
unworthy of & moment’'s considera-
tion,

If M® Green had been a man of
reasonable, not to say high, concep-
tions of his duties to the public and to
“himseif, what should have been hls first
action as soon ag he received that gift,
no matter what its current or its pros-
pective value as an “investment?” He
says Limself that he turned it over to
the Premier’'s private secretary, who
“just happened” to be holding “offi-
cia]” converse with him at the time
he was going through his correspon-
“dence. The natural and the right
thing for, any minister In any govern-
ment to have done under such circum-
stances would have been to have re-
turned the shares with a fitting rebuke
to. the gentleman who had offered
them. What Mr. Green did,. he says,
‘was to throw the gift across the table
to Mr. MacKay, the Premier's private
secretary, witii an intimation that he
might make whatever use of it he
pleased. It appears Mr. MacKay had
received s political education in the
peculiar school in which Premier Mc-
Bride and his friend Mr. Green are
masters; because wec suppose it will
not be denied that he retained  the

syndicate was

as a testimonial of the high esteem in
whieh he held his friend the late Chiet
Commissioner. "

These are the salient facts in cc:m—l
nection with this admittedly somewhat
shady transaction. There are other
facts which- may be considered as
worthy of serious congideration—facts
of peculiar significance. The! internal-
administration of the Lands and Works
lDepartment was not gatisfactory to the
Jate Chief Commissioner. Some changes
‘were necessary. The deputy, minister |
‘of Lands and Works was superannuat-
ed on a handsome pension and Mr.
MacKay, the custodian of  the 337,000
worth of shares, was appointed in his
place. The chief clerk was set aside
without any eonsideration being be-
stowed upon him at all. The Fands
and Works Department machinery was
Dlaced in a condition in which it could
e depended upon to work smoothly—
without making any noise that would
be likely to attract inconvenient at-~
tention. . The docile Mr. MdcKay, how-
ever, it was evidently supposed, could
be of more service to his deposed chief
outside than inside of the Lands ‘and
Works  Department, consequently he
was taken up to the riding of Kalso
and set up by Mr. Green as a fit and
proper person to represent that con-
stituency in the Legislature. The dis-
criminating elector will discern the
fact that there is an intimate connec-
tion between all the peculiar political
events to which we have called his at-
tion. Whatever use Mr. MacKay
may be put to by his inthmate friend,
Mr. Green, in case he is elected in
Kaslo, it is not likely the future will
ever reveal; bécause a victory for Mr.
MacKay, even with all the resources
his uneerupulous and discredited chief
is bringing to bear on his behalf, is in-
conceivable. We refuse to believe that
the public of British Columbia, even
after three years and a half of Mec-
‘Brideism, has been debauched to such
an extent as such a result would indi-
cate, i

WHEN THE COLONIST SPOKE THE
TRUTH.

The Colonist was not always so en-
thuslastic in its support of the Social-
ist-McBride government as it Is to-
day. Naturally the question will be

asked, what has the Mc¢Bride govern-
ment done since it came into power to

contemporary? Has the administra-
tion of the Lands and Works Depart-
ment been such as to win the emphatic
endorsement of a newspaper which
professes to speak unreservedly in the
Interests of the community it feigns
to serve? We ask this question be-
cause at the time the McBride govern-
ment was formed our contemporary ex-
pressed its conviction that the Premier
was likely to precipitate the Conser-
vative party into a gulf from which it
would find considerable difficulty in ex~
tricating itself. Here are its words:

b evident that the condi-

It 18 quite
tion of the Conservative party calls for

very carefui Bandling, and for loyalty
to the party. The man from whom
loyalty to the party is most required
is the Hon. Richard McBride. If he is
under the impression that what is re-
quired is for the Conservative party to
show loyalty to him, he- is putting the
cart before the horse.  So far, he has
made claims upon the party. They
have been met out of considersations of
party loyalty, net out of consideration
for him. The party has some, it has
many, claims upon - him. ‘Are these
going to be met? Does he propose to
put himself'in the han@s$“of the Con-
servative party, or. does he propose
that the Conservaiive party shall put
itself in hisr hands? Between those
two propositions there is a great gulf
fixed, and the quéstion is! jJust this,
whether Mr;-McBride ig going to pre-
cipitate the Conservative  party into
that gulf, or himself to bridge it over?
We regret exceedingly that it is in his
rower to choose between those two al-
ternatives. Because Hé fabks the essén-
Ual qualities of determimndténéss and
decisivepess. which a leader.in critical
times requires.. We have omly to hope
that what we could not owe to his as-
tuteness and poltticai sagacity, we may
receive from the Geep' sense of party
loyalty - which pervades his person.
Now having said that we expect party
loyalty from Mr. McBride, it is cer-
tainly. a.fair guestion to ask/in what
manner we think ie should exhibit it.
In the first pldee, thete I8 no poéssible
combination of circumstances which
could have caused more - deep-sedted
bitterness in loyal ‘and influéntiai Con-
fervative circle than ‘the coup d’etat
which invelves _his - holding ' power
through the votes.of 'his late ‘oppon-
ents. It is a fact that every action of
Mr. MeBride may be -explaihed by the
motive that he desired to put himself
in office, and not the  ‘Conservative
party. Such a.metive would -explain,
and to many does explainy his whole
action from beginning‘te end.' . . .
It is certainly the’ duty of -Mr, Charles
Wilson to realize, with great search-
ings of heart, the extent to, which that
portion of the Conservative party rep-
resented at the Revelstoke: con.‘vcntion
is recognized and embraeed in the gov-
ernment which proposes to appeal to
the couftry. If he -is prepared without
a- due understanding to throw his lot
in with the present -government; he
gshould remember that Mr. John ‘Hous-
ton of Nelson, and Colonél E. G. Prior
of Victoria, were at least as.zealous at
Revelstoke in the cause of party -lines
to. which. he owes his political impor-
tance, as Mr., R, F. Green, of Kaslo,
Mr. MeBride, of Dewdney, or Mr. A. E.
McPhillips, of Victoria. It must fur-
ther be remembered that theé position
of Mr. McRride in reference to a very
large section of the Conservative party

| i8 complicated by the series of politi-

cal._events leading up to Bill No. 18
(which_purposed to convey to the C. P.
2. the valuable coal areas of South-
cast’ Kootenay.) There are a number
of Conservatives..who .will. ask what
difference in reality exists between Mr.
D. M. Ebetts and Mr. R. McBride that
the oné should be brought low and the
other elevated as the result -of matters
towhich it is needless to refer. Some
of these queries 'will be put from a
point of sympathetic to- Mr.
Eberts, and some from a hostile point
of view. But from whicheéver point- of
view they are asked, the different posi-
tions now occupied by-the two gentle-
men will cause comment in the Con-
servative party, and- if it" causes one
portion of the party to distrust Mr.
McBride, it will certainly - cause an-
other to resent him. Here is another
direction in whieh party loyalty calls
loudly to Mr, MecBride. Mr. John
Oliver, of Delta, .is furbishing up his
weapor.is on this question, and is about
to stalk his old leader. S0 far as it is
2 personal matter, we Belleve Mr. Mc-

view

{ Bride is amply able to-:care. for him-

self, as is Mr. Eberts.. But we have a
strong objection, an objeéction we know
to be shared by a véry large and in-
fluential section of the Conservative
party, to. have Mr. -Qliver, or anyone
else, go gunning after the leader of ‘the
party upon any such issue.” 3

Two years later, when the McBride
government had created a. portion of
the record which reeks go high to-day,
the Cclonist thus further expressed its
opinion: c

“The session (1905) ends with the
government of ' Hon. R. MeBride still
in- the saddle; but its results have
weakened instead of strengtheming the
ministry in the eyes’ 6)f the' people,
The electorate will recognize and ace
centuate the undeniable fact that it is
highly dangerous foér any government
to seek to carfy on with so variable and
insufficlent a majority as to make re=

course to the support of a party, di~:

vergent from its own, a first mecesssity
of existence in.power; “Hon; Mr. Mec-
Bride and hig ministry, ‘it appears to
many, would have better proven their
recognition of their duties- to British
Columbia had they get their political
course and held to it-even.in the face
of defeat through devotion to a decis-
ive and consistént Conservative policy
recognizing and based upon the neces-
sities of the -province as it is to-day.”

That was the opinion .of the Colonist
less than two years ago. “We ask the
public if such a mentor can be consid-
ered a safe guide in the crisis which
faces the province of British Columbia
to-day with a ministry, upon trial for
offences unparalleled for their .disre-
gard of public opinfon, of ‘the rights of
the public in the public domain, and of
common honesty?

What has that worthy. native son,
Mr. Harry Helmcken, to say about the
treatment of Victorja, by MeBride in
regard to the university question?
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THE GLOBE'S VIEWS. .
IS el
Friends of the McBride govérnment
profess to attach a great dealf\ol im-
portande to the opinions of the Toron-
to Globe. They ‘are unquestionably
justified  in such _ expressions. The

Globe is n‘ov. as it has been since the

day of its first issue, the most influ-
ential and the most patriotic Canadian
newspaper published in the Dominion.

It has always maintained that our pub-"

lic men should be of unequestioned re-
pute and '‘of ‘high ideals. Here is the
Glob4"s opinion of the Kalen . Island
deal ‘and of the manmer in which the
goverhment which made the deal has
maihtained andl must continue to-main-
tain itseif I power if it remains in ex«
isténce for apother legisiative. term:

“The province has special problems ta
solve. The work of renderjng its val-
leys easily accessible is no light one.
The passage of transcontinental rail-
ways'to tidewater will incl@entally con-
tribus to intérnal development and to
the solution of some of the transporta-
tion problems, which the “sea of moun-
tainsg’®’ renders” decidedly difficult. To
& province in that stage of its evelu-
tlon wise and straight government is
tore than commonly essential. When
politicians whose views do not and
cannot be made to harmonize are found

working' fogether the outlgok. for the

interdSts. . committed- to”. them .. is
omivno‘u:;\ There is no tie of principle
beiween Mr. McBride and the Social-
ist - members upon - whose votes he
counts as surely as upon those of his
Conservative fellowers. That soff of
alliance always ends in just such pieces
of adminigtration as the grant/of Katen
Island to the Grand. Trunk Pacific for
a song. A vietory for the opposition so

decigive as 1o put the affairs of the |
province in thé kands of a strong and |
homogeneous party is an event that

would inure to the general advantage
of the provinee.” ; -

McINNES'S YUKON RECORD.

Mr. McInnes made a’ reputation in

the Yukon by tarning down with un« i

failing regularity ~the ~ assoc¢iation of
grafters known in the North as the
“Tabs.”

It ‘is’ true that the'‘“Tabs” -assumed ! §

the name ‘“Libersl,” ‘although mast ‘of
them were well known to bé Conserva~
tives a few. years ago, and some of
them were officials in the Congervative

! organigation in this provinece about the

year 1886,

The first encounter of that disrepu-
table organization with Commissioner
McInnes was a few months after his
arrival' in Dawson, when the -great
cordwood scandal was discovered; and
as a result of several high officials be-
ing implicated in defrauding the gov-
ermment everyone in any way.connect-
ed with the frauds was given his dis-
charge.

It is a matter of history that the
“Tab” committee fought hard te. save
their-friends because they were ‘“good
Liberals,” hut the decision of the Com-
missioner was inexorable. He waws

backed up by Ottawa ‘and the whole

“bunhch” had to walk the plank.

The offence was one of those clumsy
frauds which weould only be attempted
by a class of inen who believed every-
one to be as dishonest as themselves.
The only fuel used in Dawson at the
time was cordwood, and in such a se-
vere climate énormotlis quantities tweré
consumed. For the several buildings a
different official measured the wood at
each;, although one man could as easily
have done the job for all.

Suspicion was aroused, a remeasure-
ment was ordered, and it was found
that the contractor; who- supplied all
the buildings, was obtaining. receipts
for 25 per cefit; more than he supplied;
and, strange to say, the error was for
the same quantity is every case.

The same gang had brought the whole
territory into @isrepute in their mantp-
ulation of hay contracts, the manipula-
tion of claim-recording, and of almost
every service of the government during
Mr. Congdon’s commissionership.

Mr. Melnhes turned the ‘“Tab’” com-
bination down flat, notwithstanding all
their appeals that they  were *goofl
Liberals”; and in the Yukon to-day
there is not a man, woman, or child,
ontside of this grafter circle, who will
not hold up their, hands for ex-Com-,
missioner McInnes.

When we consider the disclosed facts
in regard to the Lands and Works De-
partment, »which has. been demon-
strated to have been administered dur-
ing the past three years in the: interests
of individual and corporate Adventur-
ers and grafters, is it not clear that
British Columbia needs a man with

“stich a record as McInnes has made in

the Yukon? 3
CONVICTED ON ,HIS OWN. EVI-
DENCE.

The public has now been favored
with explanations from all the min-
igters of the McBride government who
are considered of pelitical importance
in regard to the Telqua coal lands
séandal. If tHe public is satisfled that
the excuses are sufficient to exculpate
the government then the public must be
considered a very simple-minded body,
All the statements made, as the public
can gatisfy itself by a simple process
of comparison, will be found absolutely
contradictory of each  other. State-
merits made. Friday by one minister
confute the statements made the pre-
vious day by the same minister. First
the Premier, with characteristic reck-
lessness, declared from his stumping-
ground in the interior, that no licenses
for coal lands had been igssuéd by the
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THE MANTLE DEPARTMENT

Ladies’ Serge Coats, Values Offered at ONE-HALF'
' @aF~ BE SURE AND REACH THE STORE EARLY %

4.at $20.00
4 at $27.50

white applique, yoke

to matceh ;
Specia

2 s T

WHITE SERGE COATS, in 7-8lengths, suitable
fer';stmet,.qtfeaning_wzar. Regular Values :

Special To-Morrow, ea..

1 Ladies’ White Serge Coat, 7-8 length, Empire style
. with double box pleat from yoke in back, collar
and cuffs of green pann velvet, covered with rich

$9.75.

piped with green and

stitched -same: style with red velvet and pipings
regular $27.50, Tuesday’s $ 25
L ]

Ladies’ 7-8 length white Serge Coat, plain box
collar, full sleeves, with stitched straps, outside
pockets, yoke and sleeves lined with white
satin; regular values $20.00, Tuesday’s $9 75

‘Special. .

Ladies’ cream Serge Coat, 7-8 len

h, double box

pleated, back trimmed with stitched straps, blue
velvet collar, full sleeves with deep cuff, lined
throughout with white taffeta; regular

value, $20.00, Tuesday’s - Special

|
!

.
b $5.00;, to-morrow

i
1

Boy’s Buster Brown Suits
On Sale To-morrow at One Half in the

Department E, Second Floor

- A limited number of Children’s Dresses on special
sale to-morrow; regular value $2.50 to

$1.05

Children’s. Pinafores regular $1.35 down to 40c., on
* special sale to-morrow.

28¢

Bby’.§ Clothing Department

| A limited number only of these popular suits
whose regular values are $3.50 to $5.00,
go.on special sale at each

|

Gent’s Furnishing Department
Men’s Shirts at Less than One Half

A few dozen Men’s Shirts will be placed on sale
to-morrow morning; regular values $1.25
and $1,50, to-morrow each shirt

Another Great

Rush into the

Boot and Shoe Department

Womens’ Misses’ and Children’s Felt Slippers,
regular values pair, 75¢, to-morrow’s price

eachpair. ...

B2 In this unprecedented offer be

sure you

satisfy yourself at the time of purchasing. Special
sales absolutely prohibit a re-opening of the pur-

chase,

No exchanges, no returns, no money re-

funded, no appros or goods charged.

P During the remaining few days df the Greatest January Sale
on Record, vigilantly watch our windows, our advertise-
ments, and above all, our system of giving you Un-
matched Values at Exclusive Sale Prices.

DAVID SPENCER, Ltd

Chief Commigsioner = of Lands and
Works, Later he gualified the state-
ment, possibly after learning that cer-
tain Conservatives in Vancouver had
disclosed the fact of the ineriminating
correspondence between Mr. Green and

Sir Adolph Caron. - Finance Minister
Tatiow declared that ¥ any coal licen-
ses had been ‘issued they. had been
issued in the usual regular course and
that there was nothing in the transac-
tion at all discreditable to
Chief Commissioner. President of the
Council Cotton has given his views:
they are in substance that if there has
been anything between Mr. Green and
Sir Adolph Caron the-members of the
present government cannot be held re-
sponsible as- Mr. Green .is no longer of
the government; that, on the contrary,
the government ought te be commend-
‘ed, inasmuch as fg has deposed the of-
féndes from office anid ¢leared the way
for an honest . administration of the
affairs of the Lands and: Works De-
partment. Finally, after a delay of
some days, doubtless. devoted to a
careful consideration of ‘the matter,
Mr. Green himself comes forward with
a statement, -first ~denying al the
charges, and, seeond, winding up with
the following, which ought to be con-
vincing to: the public that the whele
case against the government has been
proved ‘“up to the hilt,” to use a fav-
orito Conservative phrage: “After tHe
licenses in  the: Telqua. valley were
granted, aud before the applications
for licenses in' the Pine river district
were before the department, Caron,
whom I know very well, v_vr'ote me,
saying he desired to allot me a few
chares, of stock in-.a company to be
organized. I did not wish any of the

the Premier, was in my office when I
received the letter. I showed it to him,
saying I did not want the stock, and

have it, remarking that while I did not
consider it of much value, it possibly
might be worth -“domething - to "him

the late |

stock., Mr. MacKay, then secretary to-

that' if he cared to take-it- he could

to take the stock, and I notified Caron
to igkie it to him.”

Does any one suppose that if the
correspondence . between Green and
Caron had not been in existence and in |
the hands of mén who were prepared !
to prove their case by it that the late
Chief Cimmissioner would have made
the admissions above disclosed? Would |
he not have denled with emphasis,
even with - the emphagis “of an oath, |
that neither he nor his late deputy, the |

some day. He signified his \\'illingness’
|
]
i

man whom he has set up as a candidate |
in his" old conmstituency and whom it |
was the purpose of the government ‘to
place in the position of Chief Commis- |
sioner of Lands and Works in
that the dark transactions of that de- |
partment might be’ kept in safe keep- |
ing, had recelved any shares in the
coal syndicate from Sir Adolph Caron |
or from any one else acting on behalf
of Sir Adoiph? Has the public care-
fully eonsidered the position in which
the admission of Mr. Gréen plates the
government? Are :not &ll the minis-
tors, individually ~‘'and - ‘conjointly,
equally responsible with® Mr. Green for
the brazen disregard of publie and pri-
vate morality which has been the chief
feature of the conduct @& that depart-
ment since the McBride government
took office? Is the public not now con-
vinced that half-has ‘not been  told
about the manner in which the affairs
of the Lands and Works Department
nave been administered, not alone by
the late Chief Commissioner, hﬁ—t.Fy—a-ll
the members of" the administration,
and that the only way in which hon-
esty in the conduct of public affairs
can be secured. is by condemning the
whole  capinet, turning out the
wholé gang of corruptionists and plac-
ing the government of the province in
the ‘hands of men pl.ed,'ged to give the
public honest, -honorable and efficient
sdministration?
O A S S S,

The féew paid rooters of the grand old

party are already getting hoarse. A

new crowd will have to be hired before
the end of the week.

order |

| the law’s provisions.

| duties of his office.
| Conservative

| secure his return.

A PARTIZAN RETURNING
OFFICER.

Mr. Inverarity, @ zentleman who
has been appointed to discharge the
duties of returning officer in Esquimalt

1 eonstituency, seems to haye VEery pe-
| culiar views in respect to his official
Possibly he has not taken the |

position.
oath prescribed by law, or it may be

| that Mr. Inverarity as a partizan re-

gards with disdain the limitations of

We presume the

| Esquimalt returning officer has sworn
{'that he will impartially and without

fear, favor or affection discharge the.
At the Socialist-
meeting - held at Met-
chosen Thursday Mr. Inverarity occu-
pied the extraordinary position of being
one of the speakers on behalf of Mr.
Pooley, declaring his affection for him,
urging the small company assembled
to vote foy him, and plainly intimating
that he would do all in his power to
' It is not at all prob-
able that Mr. Inverarity’s advice will
be followed or that Mr. Pooley as the
candidate of what he described as
‘““the best government the province ever
had” will be elected, but in such an
improbable event is the  returning
officer aware that his partizan conduct

might be considered sufficient to im- |

peril the position of his
cause the loss of his seat.

favorite—to

phasis upon its obligations.

The government candidates in this

|
city take the discreet course of ignoring

entirely the unsavory record of the gov-
ernment. They repeat the formula that
we have enjoyed good times for the
past three years and therefore it would
be very unwise to “swap horses.” If

they stick to that method of conducting ‘

a campaign they will not be likely to
make a lasting impression upon the
minds of the electors. They will pass
into oblivion immediately the vofes are

| was

Mr. Inverarity should be compelled to "
take the oath again, with special em-f
| ness.
%stand it no longer.

counted. But they will not be guilty of
such contradictions as the members of
the government have committed. Mr.
McBride says no have been
issued to Sir Adolph Caron’s company,
Mr. Tatlow
issued in

licenses

says tihe licenses were
the usual way, while Mr.
Bowser, who thinks he will soon be a
member of the government, says Mr.
Green is personally responsible;, and
that the other members of the govern-
ment are therefore not on trial. What
can the people think of the whole tribe

| of corruptionists.

Hon. R, G. Tatlow, speaking in Van-
couver, said the coal leases to Sir
Adolph Caron’s Transporation and Ex-
pleration Syndicate were issued in the
usual manner. From Vernon Premier
McBride telegraphs that not an acre
of - eoal lands has been leased to the
company. The members of the govern-
ment should not say a word about the
affair until they have come together

and agreed upon a story. 'These con-

! tradictions are apt to confirm the pub-

Yic in their belief that not a singla
transaction put through the Lands
and Works Department since the pres-
ent gevernment took office has

frée from the taint of corruption.

been

« » =

One cause of quarrel Mr.
Charles Wilson and his late colleagues
that the former’s hair stood on
end so persistently that it kept the
cabinet in a continual state of nervous-
The guilty

between

consciences
Now

could
the late At-

ftorney—General is trying to smooth his

ruffled top in the wilds of Cariboo.
Should the present government by any
strange chance continue in office until
success attends the efforts of the
would-be member for Cariboo he will

be readmitted to the sacred councils.
* * Ed
It is years now since the Golonist
championed a cause that was success-
ful. We are sorry that such earnest
effor’s should be again dcomed to dis-
appointmant,
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