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' WASTE

By F. J. FLATMAN

seems to be entire
everone but Socialists, who make a
study._of social matters. Those who
abuse it the most are very peo-
ple who profit. the most by its exis-
tence. By these people I mean those
engaged in commercial pursuits, who,

1,076 1 just as they boom the blessings of
W@“‘" know not w the_knife_of 1550 50ti0h 50 Tong as it does Dot
7.613 | desperate worker may not slip down cater into their own particular ‘Son-
:%' gom thhuvef and x;;:i' uiem O.F:l'i‘.' cern, loudly sing the praises of thrift,
Sy M08 TRy - . Y just in so i);r as it is possible to con-

fine this virtue to their own private
affairs.

The capitalist has learned -and has
commenced to act upon this know-
ledge ; that competition among capi-
talists is injurious, as it tends to
keep down prices. but that competi-
tion among slaves is beneficial, as it
tends to keep down wages. Hence he

is | recognizes the right of the slave-

class to compete, and does not love
the wicked trade union. In the op-
posite sense he knows that the elim-
ination of waste outside his own fac-
tory will be a disadvantage, whl':!e
is

6.8 | the prisoners will go free, for, an op- { own factory will redound to his own

portunity to get a fine Iivlmz by use- | advantage.
| ful work being open to all, the erim-| .
inal, unless he is insane, will forsake | days of our youth we were taught by

We all remember how in the early

our ‘‘teachers’” to practice thrift, to

The economic mfm' ificance of waste]contractors and speculators. Waste,
y lost sight of Aby|Wﬂfﬂl %

, wanton, woeful waste serves
as a perpetual tomic to palsied capi-
talism.

We reach what is known as a trade
crisis. We are then unwilling obsery-
ers of this interesting social phemo-
mena, this artificial,
plague. ‘‘Where wealth accumulates;
and men decay.” We are the reluct-
ant witnesses of commercial conges-
tion, and we _see piled up high and
wide, wealth, the PROOF and the
PRODUCT " of the workers’ diligent
INDUSTRY, and this wealth stands
as a huge portentious barrier, with-
holding from the worker the goods
which he needs, the goods which his
energies alone created under capital-
ism. While this accumulation  of
wealth remains, until this has been
destr_oyc;d by fire, war or earthquake,
or dissipated, and our stores and
warehouses are empty again, the
would-be worker is condemned to a
period of enforced idleness. He is
unemployed, mark you, not hecause
there is a scarcity of the things
which he has produced, but because
there 'is more of them than those
who have produced them can buy.

Now let us imagine the lot of the
worker. Let us suppose that it was
possible to conserve high and dry,
safe and wholesome, without -esort-
ing to destruction or dissipation, the
wealth fleeced from the worker. Sup-
pose, too, that all waste, unneces-
sary expenses, etc., has been elimin-
ated from all deépartments of indus-
try and that the enormous store of
wealth which betokens a trade crisis
could enly be absorbed by the con-
sumption of the daily requirement of
the  non-producing tool-owners.
this case it is not very difficult to
see that trade crises would appear at
more fréquent intervals and would be
of longer duration, and that the
workers’ condition would be oné of
perpetual siege in the midst of plen-
ty. Waste, then, the frittering away
at compound interest of the wealth,
for the lack of which countless thou-
sands of lives are lost each day is
the surging stream which helps the
economic mill-wheel in motion.

Let me now cite a few instances of
ridiculous waste, the number of which

can be enlarged upon by the reader |
at his own good time and pleasure. |
hink ‘it is readily admitted that of |
waste that is deplorable, there is|

t
all
none more so than the waste of HU-
MAN LIFE. Yet in mercantile cir-
cles thisiis a loss thgt does not oc-
asion much alarm, #5"“may be seen
from the fact (the shedding »f croco-
dile tears notwithstanding) that loss
of human life has not become of suf-

ficient importance as to intrude itself|

into the modern system of bookkeep-
ing. A factory may be destroyed by
fire. A ship may go down at sea, and
while an entry will be made in the
profit and loss account of the loss of
the ship or factory, no entry will be
made of the loss of human life. Of
course no one wonders at this, for a
ship or a factory represents so much
capital, A human being does not.
(Not now — he did once before he
was FREE to compete). Therefore,
he is of no account. But we who are
Socidlists place in importance before
all other things the loss of human
life, consequently we deplore and de-
nounce a social system which uses up
human beings in unnecessary and
wasteful pursuits, while it kills off
three generations in one by haruess-
ing the slaves for long weary hours
at arduous and unnecessary toil,
whilst at the same time other work-
less slaves are being worked off at
the same rapid rate by being denied
the right to earn the common means
of life.

At a very moderate estimate, only
one-half of the work that is done to-

¥
:

out, a financial was arrested
in the United States by the whole-
sale caused by the

day is ry. All the unnecessary
advertising of unnecessary wares, all

the unnecessary machinery used for
the production of the same, all the
unnecessary means of transit and
distribution involved, and all the
thousand and one. contrivances * for
providing the slave with his most
cherished (?) desire—WORK, would

be done away with under a sane sys-
tem. What a unique 20th century
achievement this passion for finding
or making work ! At this moment
ships are leaving foreign shores for
this land laden with the self-same
manufactured articles that are stor-
ed in' ships that are leaving our
shores for foreigm climes. Germany,
France and America send earthen-
ware and china to England, and then
England sends earthenware and china
to Germany, France and America.
Birmingham, Eng., sends jewelry to
New York. and Yew York returns
the compliment. Sweden sends iron
ore to England ; England sends it to
Sweden, and so on ad lib. All the
multifarious products of every clime
pour themselves into New York or
London. from there to be distribut-
ed to all parts of the globe. All of
this is a proof of the presence and
the order of“the glorious and won-
derful age of capitalism.

These .remarks. I know. will tend
to ruffle the seremity of those who

trade and business relations.
they may open up a train of thoucht,

mind, | 38 I hope they will, which, on ma-
he

pin_their faith to the glnriﬁcatim:) of
ut

will econvince the

literary demands of a whole town,
whilst one park may supply
i the

sol:'itiu l101' recreation of
y of citizens, whilst one

fice with a few b:mj.mchu, u:md‘t‘;
hall, one police station, and so forth,
may function exclusively for the par-

the fa-
whole

ents, yet in that same distriet

will take an incalculable number :of
grocers to supply that distrftt with
provisions, an equal number of but-
chers to supply the meat, of bakers
the bread, of clothiers the clothes,
of shoemen the shoes, of milkmen the
milk, of news agents the news, and
so_forth, and very few seem to mar-
vel that it should take such an inde-
fatigable infinitude of wagons, vans,
etc., not to speak of errand boys,
messengers, agents, ete., for whom
we keep our streets in repair to fa-
cilitate their ridiculous traffic.

As Nunguam pointed out, the post-
man can supply every resident in a
given number of streets with all the
morning letters, but it will take a
whole army of food distributors - to
replenish the breakfast table of the
same residents. And this is the Sys-
tem that we are expected to regard
with veneration

Then there are our public services.
Public services, one would think,
were meant to serve the public. The
railroads are public services, al-
though, of course, they serve the dir-
ectors and shareholders as well. Now
one would think that as the rail-
roads are here to serve the public;
that the public would avail them-
selves of ‘the services. But one fre-
quently sees trains going upon their
jeurneys almost void'of passengers,

requirements for the ghildren’s pu;

In whilst we see travelling in the same

direction, footsore and weary,

men
and women looking for work. Se
with the street cars. Slaves who

live at one end of the town work at
the other end, and are forced to
walk while cars run empty.

e mere instance, and then I am
through. I once lived near a brick
works. The works were close to a
colliery, where sinking operations
were-Beiugcarried on, and where
bricks were needed to line the shaft,
build a stack, ete. The bricks for
the mine were procured hundreds of
miles away, and the bricks made
next door to the mine were sent to
the very place that the mine's brick
came. from for house construction. I
thought what a shameful waste of
loading, unloading, etc., was involv-
ed. 1f one applies the same faot as
in this case of bricks, to the count»
less other produets oi labor, one
can readily see what an idiotic waste
of labor goes to the maintenance of
the capitalist law and order.

What, the reader may ask, will be-
come of this unnecessary.labor if
something like regulation and order
is established in the production and
distribution of wealth ? For answer,
1 say, ask a Socialist and subscribe
to Cotton’s Weekly.

The Province of Quebec is the most
backward place for education per-
haps on the American continent. It
is not because money is not spent.
Each year there are $7,000,000 spent
on education in this province. Yet
Quebec pays the lowest salaries pos-
sible. Ten# and -fifteen dollars a
month is quite prevalent as a sal-
ary. Mr. Godfrey Langlois, member
of the Legislative Assembly, is work-
ing for universal, compulsory, secul-
ar education. He is doing a mighty
work for Socialism, although he
calls himself a Liberal. Few people
realize the dense .ignorance of the
people of Quebec. The Catholic hier-
archy has directly encouraged this
ignorance. They call it their religion
and they fight Langlois for trying to
spread education. Socialism cannet
get much of a root among the peo-
ple of Quebec as long as an ignorant
priesthood persists in fostering ig-
norance among the children. There
are many Catholics who sympathize
with Langlois, and quite a few
priests and ecclesiastics are with
him, but as yet they are in the mi-
nority. The Laber Party of Mont~
real, advocating compulsory educa-
tion. uniformity of text books, na-
tionalization of industries, etc., are
preparing the way for: the spread of
revolutionary ideas.

Before the Conservatives came into
power, Monk, -who recently resigned
from the Ministry of Public Works,
introduced a bill to extend co-operat-

ive societies and to give them wer
to use public credit for the advance
of the co-operative movement. At

once the supporters of capitalism de-
clared that this was giving the . eo-
operative societies power to do a
banking business, and.could not be
allowed. The bill was thrown out.
Perley, Lemieux, Doherty, Borden,
and other high party men in . both
parties own bank stock. Monk owns
none. Mook was willing for the co-
operative societies to break into the
banking business. The others were
‘not. is is just'a little illustratiom
of the working of economic determin-
ism which those influenced by it do
not ‘want to see discussed.
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