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(}arry Buy Scouts Step Further

——

Toe Pagesees Great Possibilities for Futu’re Da-
fence in Youthful Organization, Draws Les-
son from Germ. n Preparedness and Makes

Suggestions

How often we look back into the dim

children once 'again. Looking back at
gur childhood ' days, probably the most
of us, dear readers, who have, passed
the half century mark will remark with
me, “Well can I remember my first
hobby-horse.® Why, ‘in. “act, I almost
rode him to death in my waking hours.
As we grew a little older. Why! it was
necessary to have a company of soldiers,
with paper cockades, wooden swords and
miniature tin-guns. Oh! what a brave
and mtrcpld army. we were in those

long ago, never to be fdérgotten, happy Z

and innocent childhood days.: ' '.*

“At the age of ten, why, we were
regular ‘men,” with .our little' blue - and
gray cadet caps of the same pattern as
the blue and the gray wore during the
¢ivil war.
(sham) too, and so it went, -as we
climbed each grade of the grammar
school, so we climbed to added years
and stronger, heavier sport until at the
top and out of school we settled down to
work and make our way through busi-
ness " life.”

Up until a decade ago the great ma-
Jjority of the boys of America have gone
through this performance. At least
since the civil war and in fact a zreat
way beyond that. Theng were no laws
from babyhood to manhood that com-
pelled the youth to devote, so many
years before majority to the military
service and throw up schooling or busi-
‘ness work at the command of their
country and to: submit to this same
military command.  But we do know
that before and ever since the war be-
tween France and Germany in 1870 the
latter country did exact from each and
everyone of its youth, physically able, a!
stretch of years from out their youthful
lives for military service, so that when

would be able to say that each and
every man throughout the German em-
pire, who was physically fit at the age of
sixteen, had had his full army training.

Just imagine, readers, what this really
meant to German arms! If we allow
that it was only in force since 1870,
born in that year, every male child born
during the next twenty-eight years, or
until 1898, and passing the doctor’s ex-
amination, had a trained soldier’s certifi-
cate of from one to three years’ service
when war was declared in August, 1914.1

So, one who reads that Germany had
been preparing for this present war for
the last forty years can at least say
there was one item on which they had
been at work for that length of time,
And that was the one great item of any
and all ‘'wars, a well trained and effi-
cient army.

But, remember, this was all accom-
plished under compulsion, and further-
more I would like to say this same com-
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pulsory service at times, when it suited

took on the lowest, meanest, vilest and
most hideous methods of coercion. In
these days' of enlightenment would Great
Britain or America stand for any such
demands " of the school youth of their

what Germany did under a compulsory

the world ever knew—Great Britain and
America can in time or in the same
space of time that Germany had, acquire
in each of the respective countries fully
as large and as efficient a trained army
as Germany ever had at the best. And,
what is more, voluntarily and without

time.

Great Britain and America are (leav-
ing war questions alone) well on their
way to the attainment of this now,
thgnks to Sir Baden Powell, who origin-
ated the Boy Scout movement a decade
or more -ago. Since this movement was
started I have seen it grow by leaps and
bounds from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
from Quebec to Florida and from all ac-
counts it is moving even fasw in the
British Isles.

But in speaking of its growth through-
out the United States and Canada I
found in a great majority of instances
there was something lacking. Whhile the
boys were on march, at camp, ambulance
aid, nature study, etc., they always ap-
peared bright and cheerful. However,

street parade.
One ofternoon 1 happened into a
prominent picture house when the week-
ly events were being shown. Flashed
on the screen was th¢ title of the next
picture. “The California Boys’ Rifle
Club.” Looking at the picture there
were seventy-five or more boys to be
seen ranging from twelve to sixteen
years of age. There were no uniforms,
just appeared as if they had come from :
school. However the ‘picture was cer-:
tdinly a study of boy nature and his love |
for firearms. Not only ' were they one
and all crack shots, but they knew each
and every part of the different mechanic- |

apart and put them together again, and
when they left the fleld in regimental |
order, after going through the manual !

Col. Dupont, head of the famous Du-
pont Powder Co., had he been at the
actual scene, would have undoubtedly
donated to the rifie club some splendid :
trophy, in view of their magnificent |
showing, as drilled soldiers and rifle
shots.

This picture set me thinking, but for
some time after I did not [get the key to |
its possibilities. It was-some time after |
—I think it was at St. John, N, B.—I
saw a body of Boy Scouts swinging up !
the street in regimental order behind a |
fife band. Each and every one of them !
carried a rifle at the slope and, say, it'
gave me quite a jolt. Every one of them
seemed years older than they were.
Heads up, eyes straight ahead and, be-
lieve it or not, every musket was just at
that angle that it seemed as if the point
of ‘all bayonets were' perfectly aligned '
and even from point to point. What !
perfect evolutions, too, they too went'
through, and I venture to say that the
eldest scout of the troop was not more '
than sixteen years of age. It was then |

what the California Boy
might mean. !
At home a short time later I said to
one of my boys, an Aloerna Boy Scout
aged eleven years:

“Well, how is the scout troop getting
along?”
“Fine,” said he. Wooderaft, first ald.v
drilling, signalling (flags),) etc. Had'
them all at his finger tips. Suddenly, T
said where do you keep your riﬂe"
Down at the armory?
“Gee, we don’t have any rifles, all we '
have is a staff.,”
“Well, that’s just
purpose as & rifle.” :
“No, it’s not. We can’t.learn to shoot

Rifle Club !

as good for the

and fix a gun with a staff, and what’s
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those in command or was so ordered,:

country? No, a thousand times no! But,

law—and made the greatest trained army

the loss of home ties, school or business

something seemed amiss, especially on

isms of their guns and how to take them '

of arms and several other difficult feats, | '

without
Made of high

more we’d feel more like soldiéi‘s if ‘they
would let -us march with guns.”
There was the: lock and the key ‘to

the situation,
As stated ‘in the forepart - of

| article, it is only naturcl for a youngstér

from the time or even before he puts on
knickérbockers to have a wooden sword
or gunas it is for a wee girl to want to
own-and. nurse a dolly, and as the boy
grows older he begins to want to handle
the real thing.. I don’t know why it is,
but it is a fact. They, the boys of to-
day, have and have had since the Boy
Scout. movement was  inaugurated,
something their elders did. not have in
their time. Had the Boy Scout propa-
ganda been in effect since 1870, instead
of ten years ago, and each and every
member of a scout troop during their
period of volunteer apprenticeship been
instructed fully in military training and
the use of arms, Great Britain. and the
United States would have had-today at

{scouts was large enough to justify this

competition, and as they vanquish 'or'traincd army.

and every state and province should be

¥ ses: out .of one hundred,
he becomes. more _enthyiastic’ from year
to year or until' hé ‘becames of age.

1 honestly thipk, in order to meet the
Boy Scouts movement as it should be
met, looking the matter squarely in the
face, that means should be teken by the
various governments to see that each
and every official body of Boy Scouts
should not only arrange to see that they
are equipped ' with arms required, but
alsc where armories .are situated they
should ‘have preper recognition. Also
rifle ranges ‘in different parts’ of éach

arranged for, where the number of
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expense, eliminate one another, the victorious: Remember, Dear Reader, this. may not
Saturdays, holideys and certain even- |troop looks for further fields to conqufr I reach you just as T want it to. But again,
ings give them ample opportunity tojuntil the movement becomes not only ; / “T T ¢
carry out and learn successfully all that |national, but international in time. The ;;m;n;l;er, In Times of peace, prepare
[ y may be required of them. The summer thousands of friends of the scout mme-\ (wrmdn) did | Wi aidie At that
vacation gives them the time of their | ment in the various states and the prov- i ¢ '
life for one or more large outings, when |{inces of Canada would, I am sure, bel Had what I ‘suggest been true on our
sham battles and other tactics could |only too delighted to offer trophies for‘part since 1870, the war would: have beeft
i casily be gone through with, all in the |competition in their own districts, and lover long ago, and Germany out of
way of play and one good time. A boy | when it became national or international aities 4
may forget what he has learned from a | competition, many great firms such as| e
I h foo d d k book, but what he has learned from |[the Du Pout Powder Co. or others too | Phillips-Phillips
e rIn play he rarely if ever forgets. He may, | numerous to mention, would be among
by reason of age, not be able to do what | the first to arrange suitable trophies for | At the Brunswick street parsonage,
he did as a youth, but forget how— |such competmons. which, while it is .I'redem:ton, on Wednesday aftegnoon
a a never. competition, is at the same time getting . Jack William Phillips, of Rusx’ shy
Another thing, it brings the various|in a clean voluntary manner what Ger- {and Lottie Adelaide Phllllp #f Rooth
rade cocoa’ Boy Scout bodfies within a radius of a [many has acquired in the hideous and ;Station, were united in marriage by Rev
g ; few miles of one another into friendly ' vilest compulsory manner possible—a G.C. Warren.
beans, skilfully blended and o e
manufactured by a perfect
mechanical process, without , ;
L
the use of chemicals. It is P té: Lil vo b 1i :
absolutely pure and whole- arents: Let your boy enroiu in the
ome, and its flavor is deli-
.
cious, the natural flavor of 5
,the cocoa: bean. b e
Soldiers Of fhe Soil
SUPPOSE your boy joins the Soldxers of the Seil and patnohcally ;
» & v helps to increase Canada’s food production: : -
WALTER BAKER & CO l.umted —And suppose he likes the work and the life;
—_ Ci e farming his vocation in life;;
..Montreal, Can. Dorchester, Mass. And he decides to make fa  Jea StTpET g e
: Eetablihed 1780 ) —Wouldn’t you be glad?
N ‘What business or life is more assured than the farmers ?
— War and famine and pestilence may ravage the world but these
the “Iehit eaibulien: Tib: four: to five | misfortunes seldom ever reach the farmer. to make hnn suﬁer.
million. trajiggd,sgldicrs, who weuia ‘“"e‘ He may have lean years, but he also has fat ones and his larder
beén - fit: for i | within _onec | . *
month of ed ¢ t‘hcvco!qrs. All! is never empty.
this I brought 'abBE A} thie voluntary | He has problems to solve a.nd someﬁmes they are: diﬂicult, but who
love of youthufpe- fire-apms atid their lik- |
ing to: be ieTs mt - pluy, over. which, has none?

'The safést, soundest; most health.ful, most assured and mdependent
life in the world is that of the Canadian Farmer. .
Why not give your boy a chance to see- ‘whether he will like the life

or not?
Why not have him enroll with the Soldiers of the Soil for a few
months and learn a little of the work and the life.

While at the same time he helps Canada to meet this, the most seri-

ous food crisis of the war? 1 g
| ;
Every boy, besides earning fair wages, will be decor-
ated by the Dominion of Canada with a Bronze Badge of
Honour.
Enrollment begins April 8 and continues’ until April
13. Enroll with High School Teachers, Y. M. C. A. Sec-
retaries, Boy Scout Masters and others.
Don’t forget Canada wants 25,000 boys from 15 to
10 years, inclusive, for the Soldiers of the Soil.
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Zhe NEW EDISON

“The Phonograph with a Soul’’

’ I \HIS remarkable new musical invention brings into your home the
literal Re-Creation of the art of the world’s greatest musical artists.

Let us give you an hour of music. Let us Re-Create for you the voices of the
Mctropohtan Grand Opera stars.

Let us Re-Create the masterly bowing of Spalding. Let us Re-Create the
‘cello, flute, piano, orchestra—any voice or any instrument, or combination of
voices and instruments.

The musical critics of more than five hundred newspapers declare that the &
Edison Re-Creation of music cannot be distinguished from the original music. m’
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