Our prices are not based at
present cost, as we have had
these on hand before the last
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We stand behind any de-
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POOR DOCUMENT

‘We have a complete range
of Fall Shoes for the boys
and girls that will stand the
wear, -at the same time al-
ways look Neat and Dressy.

«The Home of Reliable Footwear’’

3 STORES
Union Street

King Street

ADIO COAL

TRADE NAME
Copyrighted

Main Street

A Clean, Free Burning, Carefully Prepared Hard Coal

For Sale

Only By

CONSUMERS’ COAL CO.LTD.

—Always a treat
~—Easy to get
- —Tfve fovely flavors,

Explﬁns Pope’s
Peace Proposals

Cunliffe Owen Finds Him Pro-
% Ally

Has Relatives In The War

Suggests Possibility That German
and Austrian Catholics May De-
sert Rome and Fournd Rival
Church

‘ e

Colonial Cakes

—Susie Sweet

You’ll Get Colonials at
Your Grocer’s

Why should the Pope at this time put
forth suggestions for ending the war
which are greatly favorable to Germany?
#The shortest and ugliest explanation is
‘that His Holiness is strongly in favor
wf Germany, and is trying lto do the
"Kalser a good turn. But why should the

ope favor Germany, the Hohenzollerns

ng strongly Protestant, and Prussia
eing one of the most noted of Protestant
countries? If the Papacy is trying to aid|
+he Central Powers it cannot be on ac-
‘count of Protestant Germany and pagan
(Turkey. It is because of Austria, the
‘most powerful of Roman Catholic na-
tions. Austria has well been called the
 eldest son of the Church; the Emperor
of Austria has an influence in Rome that
“Mpo other sovereign possesses. No Pope
"ann be elected by the College of Card-
!1nals unless the choice is ‘approved by
i Austria. The Emperor has a veto pow-
'er that gives him tremendous personal
‘prestige at the Vatican, apart from the
fact that there are some 86,000,000 Ro-
iman Catholics in the Dual Monarchy.

.Caanot Miss Possible Chance.

Mr. Cunliffe Owen, writing in the New
York Sun, however, contends that the
heart of the Pope cannot be on the side
.of the Central Powers, for His Holiness
has, he says, two nephews fighting in
'the Italian army and a brother who is
now an admiral in the Italian navy.
When he speaks of Benedict “showing
marked disapproval of Germany’s bar-
barous methods of warfare,” Mr. Owen
must have in mind evidences that have
escaped the observation of the general
public, and he says that the Pope’s pro-

als, unacceptable as they are to the
tente nations, need not be explained
on the ground that he desires the Entente
to be cheated of the fruits of victory. He
has, according to the writer, two great
‘objects in speaking now. The first is
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that as the supreme head of a church
numbering 200,000,000 adherents, *he be-

‘| lieves it to be his sacred duty to take

advantage of every wave of popular feel-
ing in the direction of peace. He be-
lieves that some time there will be a
universal response to peace proposals, and
he would rather make the mistake of
speaking too soon than speaking too
late.

Rival Catholic Church?

The other point to which he must give
particular attention is to his own domin-
jons. He is the head of a state, and it is
his duty to see that this state does not
emerge weakened or even shattered by
the war. What he has to fear, according
to Mr. Owen, is that the German Rom-
an Catholics may desert him and that
Austria, having been reduced to almost
the status of a vassal of Germany, the
Austrian and Hungarian Catholics may
join themselves with the Germans and
set up a Teutonic Roman Catholic
church, with, maybe, a man in a spiked
helmet as the head of it. That might
well happen if the Catholics\of Germany
and Austria became convinced that the
Pope was favorable to the Entente, and
it has been one of the aims of the official
German press to create this impression
and hold this threat over the Pontiff’s
head.

Bullying the Pope.

With every new violation of the laws
of civilized warfare on the part of Ger-
many, the press at Berlin, in order to
forestall a rebuke from the Vatican, has
discussed the leanings of the Vatican to-
ward the Catholics of Belgium, France
and particularly Italy, emphasis being
l1aid upon’ the fact that the Pope is an
Italian. It has been intimated that if he
failed to maintain the strictest neutrality
the Kultur-kempf would be revived, and
further steps taken to form a National
Catholic Church, on a parity with the
National -Lutheran Church, under the
leadership of Cardinal von Hartmann,
Archbishop of Cologne. This was at-
tempted by Bismarck, who was a bitter
hater of Roman Catholics. Had it not
been for the loyalty of the late Cardinal
Prince Gustav Hohenlohe to the Holy
See this plan might have succeeded.
Thwarted in the greater scheme of a Na-
tional Roman Catholic Church for Ger-
many, Bismarck embraced the alterna~
tive plan, and inaugurated the Kultur-
kampf, which aimed at the complete sub-
ordination of the Roman Catholic hier-
archy and clergy, not only irf lay iatters,
but in all religious matters as well, to the
Lutheran government at Berlin.

Bismarck Needed Catholics,

This Kulturkampf lasted for several
years, and was only abandoned when
Bismarck found that he could not secure
Reichstag approval for a number of his
pet bills without the support of the Ca-
tholic representatives, At present the
Centre or Clerical party is a loyal back-~
er of the government, and German Ro-
man Catholics are held in high esteem.
Their patriotism has answered every test
and might be easily equal-to the test of
consenting to a complete severance of
relations with the Vatican, if convinced
that the Pope was hostile to their coun-
try. This is the explanation given by
Mr. Owen for the Pope’s peace proposals,
He hes at least convinced German and
Austrian Roman Catbolics that he would
scize an opportunity to serve them, and
has thus for the time being laid the
spectre of & National German Roman
Satholic church in opposition to the
present church,

Among the returncd men who arrived
in the city on Saturday night, was Priv-
ste J. F. Buckley of Sherif? street, He
got as far as the baseiin France, when
he was r owine to deafnesa.

| | parallel trench

| seconds of vivid flashes, of violent de-

TRENGH RAIDS CALL
FOR FAST WORK

‘ English Expert Tells of Sudden

Assaults on Ever-Alert
Germans

Develop New Science; Purpose is to

Shake Morale of the Enemy and
Make Him Uncertain of Next Object
of Attack

The trench raid ,one of the develop-
ments of the European war, is the sub-
ject of an official interview with a Brit-

ish officer, which has been approved by
the British Press Bureau. The inter-
view was sent to a representative of the
British government in the United States,
and by that officlal given to the New
York Times.

“Whenever warfare,” says the British
officer, “is carried on between closely
lines the hand grenade
reappears. It reappeared, for instance,
at Port Arthur. But never in modern
war until now have the conditions fav-
orable to its use been sufficiently .pro-
longed to give the bomb a definite
status as an infantry weapon, with its
own special tactics. Late in 1914 or
early in 1915 the hand grenade was used
by the Germans. Originally in sheer
self-defence and speedily with a more

serious purpose the British also adopted |

ity improvising mjissiles out of [ 4]
tins and tobacco tins, until supplies
could be regularly manufactured. It has
now a highly important role—a role
that will disappear only when the Ger-
man is forced once and fon all out of his
enormous system  of entrenchments.
Apart from defenses, this role divides
itself into two phases—the merely local
trench raid and the nettoyage work in
the grand attack which intends to hold
the ground it has won. |

“The trench raid is made for the pur-
pose of shaking the enemy’s morale, in-
flicting losses upon his personnel and
destruction upon his works ,and captur-
ing prisoners and documents that may
reveal his condition and intentions. Car-
ried out chiefly at night, at frequent in-
tervals and at many places, it exercises
the direst effect upon the enemy's
nerves. Since 1916 its constant practice
has been the policy of the British com-
mand. Captured Germhn letters bear
ample witness to its efficacy. We will
attempt to sketch a simple form of such
a raid.

““For some days previously the field
artillery has been methodically cutting
lanes through the enemy’s wire at many

points. An attack may or may not be|
pushed through these lanes. 'Fhe enemy |
In any case he cannot|

cannot be sure.
decide which of the points of passage
will be used. Punctually at the ‘zero’
hour the artillery hurls a barrage on
the ‘enemy’s support and reserve
trenches, while an inferno of explosions
breaks out along the line of trench to
be assaulted — the bombardment = of
Stokes mortar and trench howitzers bat-
teries posted in or near our front line.
Under cover of this bombardment the
raiding force rushes the
space.

How the Raid Begins

intervening |

“The Poor Man’'s

Potato” has become the

at three dollars a bushel, or

ded Wheat Biscuits with
milk furnish more real,
body-building nutriment
than a meal of potatoes or
meat, are much more easily
digested and cost much less.
Shredded Wheat is 100
per cent. whole wheat, noth-
ing added and nothing taken
away—gives mental vim
and physical vigor for the
hot: days. Delicious for
breakfast, or any meal, with
sliced bananas, berries or
other fruits, and milk.
Made in Canada.

its protection, bomb vigorously along the
estretch they have vacated. Traverses
are blown up, lengths of trench filled in.
From behind comes the rapid hammer-
ing of machine guns taking toll of an
enemy attempt to dash across the open
and bomb down the trench,

“In the captured section, empty now
of effective foes, men are rushing in a
search for the dugout openings. They
fling down each a couple of bombs that
explode with a soft phutt! Down Fe-
low in the dark cave is a sheet of flame,
an intense heat, choking smoke. Fumes
wreathe thickly out of the entrance.
Gasping, dazed survivors rush out, are
seized upon. Explosion after explosion
leaps up in the stretch of raided trench.

“Once more the red signal rockets
| drift among the roaring flares. The
enemy barrage crashes in the air and
from the ground. On the flanks spite-
ful machine guns rake en enfilade the
tangle of rusty wire, the shell-churned
desolation of No Man’s Land. But if
they have ordinary luck, the raiders are
| already safely back in their own trench-
en.”

WOMAN STRANGLER
KILLED FIVE PERSONS

{In Court Bragged of Her Deeds
and Cursed Judges and Jury

One of the most sensational murder

trials in the history of the Austrian
capital occupied the criminal court of
the Fifth District four days and ended
with the conviction of the defendant,
Mrs. Leopoldine Kasperek, who will
have to die on the.gallows, if Emperor
Charles does not save her by an act of
grace.

Although only twenty-three years old,
the convicted woman is one of the most
desperate’ and heartless criminals in the
annals of the police. She comes from a

“This raiding force is organized in
squads of eight men and one noncom-l
missioned officer. In each squad are
two bomb-throwers, two bayonet men,:
two rifle bombers ,and two ummunitinnf
carriers, who are also reserve throwers.|
Each squad has its objective clearly as-!
signed to it prior to the attack. In a
smother of smoke the raiders leap into
the trench. Flares shoot up, shedding
a ghastly glare. High among them the
red signal rockets of the Germans are
drifting across the night, but the bar-
rage they summon comes too late. To
right and left, as detailed, the squads
turn along the trench—now probably a
broken walled ditch, half filled with
loose earth, blocked by wrecked trav-
erses, strewn with sand bags and the
bodies of men. In front, peering round
the traverses, darting forward, keeping
the survivors of the enemy on the run,
are the two bayonet men of the squad,|
immediately behind them is the first;
‘thrower,” his acolyte the ‘carrier’ fol-
lowing close. Then follow the oﬁ“icer,'
the noncommissioned officer ‘in charge:
of the squad. Behind them is a rifie |
bomber, ready if necessary to fire his |
grenades in advance of the bayonet men. |
In rear of his are the other|
thrower, his carrier and the other riﬂc}
bomber. .

“The ideal aimed at is so to press;
upon the enemy that he cannot dare to|
stand—our bayonet men are upon him}
ere he can dare to throw or shoot. But|
there comes a time when the enemy |
Handgranatentrupp has assembled itself |
—behind a barricade if possible. = One;
after another their bombs whizz through!
the air, burst in a vicious detonation';
and choking smoke. The progress of |
the raiding perty is checked. Spaced|
out along the trench, each man, if pos-
sible at the corner of a traverse for the
better dodging of a bomb, it is en-
gaged in a contest where ,though the
target cannot be seen, victory is to the
side that throws straightest. The lead-
ing bomber, behind the bayonet men,
alone throws. Well practided, he can
tell by the sound whether his missile
has burst in the trench or has exploded
harmlessly outside. Rapidly but care-
fully he hurls the large iron eggs com-
pact of deatn.

“It is essential that the fight should
not degenerate into a mere bombing
duel. The officer gives an order and
the rifle-bomber, the sixth man down
the file, opens fire well down the trench,
outranging the hand-thrower. A few

tonations—there is a silence of groans
beyond. The bayonet men rush around
the traverse, speed along the trench,
clamber over a half-finished barricade
of sandbags. A dark flgure looms out
of the smoke. There is a quick scuffle,
the dart of steel. The bayonct men
rush on, followed by the rest of the
squad.

The Work of Machine Guns

“The furthest objeetlve hos heen
reached. It Is now Importsnt to make
a ‘block’ in the trench, behind which
the purposes of the raid can be securely
accomplished. The leading squad, the
‘point’ as it s technically termed, shel-
tered by a traverse, hurl thelr bombhs
nlong the next scetlon of enemy trench,
If space allows, the second thrower is
brought up alongslde the first—one
throwing to his extreme range, the other
throwing short. The rifie-bombers fire

respectable family, apd is the wife of a
soldier who has been fighting on the
Russian front since the first months of
the war.

After her husband was called to the
colors she started on her eriminal career
by committing numerous thefts, robber-
fjes and extortions. In 1915 and 1916
she was arrested repeatedly, but always
escaped because she pleaded that she
had been driven to her crimes.by want.

Since she left the workhouse the last
time the woman attempted at least
fourteen murders and robberies ,and in
four or five she was successful. All of
her victims were wealthy “elderly wo-
men ‘whose confidence she won in some
way.

Her method was simple enough. Af-
ter gaining admittance to the apartments
of the old women she strangled them
into insensibility and then ransacked the
houses. Ten of her victims recovered,
but three were found dead, and one died
in a hospital,

In every case the murderess managed
to escape unnoticed, and her crimes re-
mained mysteries for many months until
she was finally caught in the act when
she strangled Mrs. Marier Wurish, a
seventy-year-old widow, and applied the
torch to the house of the old woman
to cover up the murder.

After her arrest the murderess made a
daring attempt to escape from prison.
To get herself transferred from the jail
to a hospital, she swallowed a large
darning needle, which had to be remov-
ed from her body by an operation. As
soon as she had strength enough she at-
tacked one of her nurses, an elderly
Sister of Mercy, whose garb she donned
after strangling her almost to death. She
succeeded in getting out of the hospital
but was recaptured within half an hour.

At her trial the murderess manifested
a cynicism almost unbelievable in a wo-
man. She did not show the slightest
trace of remorse, bragged of her deeds
and cursed the judges and the jurors.

After death sentence had been pro-
nounced upon her it took the combined
efforts of six policemen to drag her out
of the courtroom, and on the way back
to her prison cell she fought like a
tigress.
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over thelr heads to ranges up to ninety
yards. The hostlle rush s held back.
In the rear another squad s feverishly

piling sandbags into a barreade, Com-
pleted. the bombers rush back behind
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twenty-five cents a bushel, |
potatoes are not a complete |
food. Two or three Shred- |
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sizes, 12 to 18 years,
SOFT LOUNGE
collars, good ecloths, attractive

Elastic Ribbed Wool ....

tan and black ....ccc0ee

cloths, well made and perfect fitting,
86c. to $1.00; Youths’

SHAKER SHIRTB-—Colored, one style
custom-made, extra quality cloths, go
NIGHT SHIRTS Special custom-made, in white or colored shakers.............
PYJAMAS—Shakers or cottons, $1.00 to $2.00; PYJUNIONS—Flannelette or Cotton,
UNDERWEAR—Natural Merino shirts and drawers .......c................500, 5o, gar.
Fine Natural W00l ....:vececeteseseceescocsescasssvoissoscsssmenss 100, 10 §1.10 gar.
COMBINATIONS—Mercerized Cotton or Porous Knit suit

SOHOOL BAGS8—Several styles and

EQUIP THE BOYS
For The School Reopening

e Make a Specialty of

School Boys’ Furnishings

The Most Reliable and Best Values Proourable.

OCOLORED SHIRTS—Soft fronts with starched cuffs, serviceable
newest colorings and designs. Boys’
gizes, 13 to 14 in.. 80c. to $1.26
SHIRTB—Soft cuffs, and some with separate double
Sizes 12 to 14 in.... 78¢. to $1.25

with plain neckband, the other collar attaohed, special
od patterns, Bizes 12 to 14in.......... 65c. and 750.

patterns.

cesecesssesssnece oo

4
COLLARS—Newest shapes, perfect fitting, stal"ched and 'soft double style..........
HANDKEROHIEFB—Hemstitched, colored borders, or plain

sizes,

MEN’S FURNISHINGS

sses0 s semBosstsess 0000

R R R LA R R RN R

SWEATERSOoat styles, high convertible or military collars. All the new colors,
JERSEYS—Fine Navy Worsted, several weights ............icoiciaeenen.n.. $1.10 to $3.15

NEOKWEAR—Narrow Strings or Four-in-Hands. All the popular colors and new effects,

white,

in different leathers, as well as for fabricoid leather,
s S iaieaidi.. §130 fo §2.35

78c. to §1.00

$1.50 to $1.76

seee g

$1.00 to $1.50 suit
900. to $6.76

28¢. to 50c.
. 20c., 2bc¢.

8 for 20c., 3 for 25¢., 2 for 250c.

A BIG JOB FOR
SIR ERIC GEDDES

But He Is a Big Man For
The Job

One of War’s Discoveries

A Railroad Engineer Who ‘Was|
Made a General and an’ Ad-|
miral Within Short Space of a
Year

Sir Eric Geddes, first lord of the ad-;
miralty, may properly be described asi
one of England’s great discoveries in the!
war. Before the war began he was a.
railroad manager; before that he had
been a railroad engineer in various re-
mote quarters of the earth, and }'IE
seemed to be almost unknown even in
his own profession. Certainly he was
not recognized as one of the most re-
markable men in it. Yet within a year
he was made an admiral and a general, |
and probably this constitutes a record !
for a man who when the war began
knew nothing about naval or military
affairs. After all, there is nothing mys-
terious about the rise of Sir Eric Ged-
des. He simply made good on one job,
earned another, again made good in a/
most striking way, - and now goes to a|
post that, if not the most important in|
the world, certainly must be reckoned in|
the first half dozen. What he is expect-|
ed to do in his new position is thus|
summarized by the Boston Transcript:

A Man’s Job

«1. Reduce or suppress the menhace
of the German undersea boats.

“9 Tighten the mesh which the Brit-
ish grand fleet can draw about Ger-
man ports.

“3. Roll up the red-tape; cast out ‘pre-
cedent’ and barnacled ‘policies,” and re-
lease the impulse for initiative in naval
action.

“4, Utilize in a reorganized board the
staff brains of the fleet and not com-
pose it of favorites, or on the basis of
seniority, length of service in revolving
office chairs or executive command|
afloat, but from officers who have be-
come proficient in the greater problems
of naval warfare.

“5. Adopt and apply non-pull meth-
ods of promotion, new devices and en-
courage new strategies.

“g. Squelch with practicalities the
Qawyer politician delusion that paper
agreements are as good as a squadron’
in stopping neutral contraband trade
with the enemy.”

Perhaps something less than the ac-
complishment of this whole programme
would satisfy the British public and
justify the appointment. It seems rea-
sonable to suppose that the chief as-
sets of Sir Fric Geddes are that he will
take an outsider’s view of the adminis-
tration of the navy. He is bound by no
tradition. . He has no political past, no
social commitments, He comes to the
problem free from all prejudices,

A Remarkable Career

The new head of the admiralty is still
in his early forties. He was born in
India of Scotch parents, and was sent
to England to be educated. At the age
of 15 he eoncluded that the job had heen
completed, and left for the United
States, but so lttle 1s known of this
remarkable man that it cannot be sald
definitely whether he ran away from
school or emigrated with his parents'
consent. In ‘any event he worked for
some time in Virginia logging camps,
after which he occupled an obscure po-
sition on the Baltimore and Ohlo rail-
road. Probably he was a station agent.
Thence he went to the Homestead Steel
lVarks in Pittsburg, which fact may
gice the modest Andrew Carnegle an op-
portunity to claim Geddes as a prote-
ge. His next jumi was to Indla, and
at the age of 21 he eut throngh the
Jungle to lay a rallway there. This
work, 1t appears, was important enough
to draw to him general attention from
railwaymen, for he was summoned to
England for the North-Eastern Rallread,

Found By Kitchener

He was asslatant manager when war
broke out, and jt waa In the firt fow
days of August, 1814 that Kitehener

came into contact with him. The result
was that he was retained by Kitchener
to see that munitions got swiftly and
safely from the factories to the front.
Then he was sent to France to reorga-
nize the congested roads back of the
lines. He was made director-general of
tra.nspomﬂo‘n and attached to the staf
of General Haig. When a special gov-
ernment department for the control of
munitions was established with Lloyd
George at its head Geddes was chosen
to be his deputy. Subsequently he was
made controller of shipping, and under
his auspices was planned and partly exe-
cuted the campaign that now promises
to turn out 4,000,000 tons of merchant
shipping in a year.

When he became first sea lord it was
necessary that he should have a seat in
one of the houses of parliament, so the
member for Cambridge resigned and Sir
Fric was returned by acclamation. In
a letter to the Unionist party leader in
the constituency Sir Eric announced
that he was a Unionist, but said that
party considerations must be banished
while the war lasts. The Liberals ap-
proved of his statement of principles,
and so Sir Eric now is able to write M.
P. after his name. It is possible to lay
too much stress upon what the first
lord will accomplish or can accomplish
in time of war. Sir Edward Carson had
the right idea when he said .that he
would not interfere with the experts of
the navy, nor would he permit others to
interfere with them, The navy prob-
lem is, after all, the problem of =sir
David Beatty and Sir John Jellicoe
rather than the problem of Sir Eric
Geddes. In making promotions, or in-
creasing pay, in rolling up red ta
and otherwise making it possible f{:
efficiency to have first call he ean do a
great work.

THE BRITISH NAVY
IN MESOPOTAMIA

Brilliant But ArduousWork—Ves-
sels Changed iiands More Than
Once—Firefly s Part in The
Struggle

In a despatch to the British press,
FEdmund Candler tells the following
vivid story of the navy’s part in the
Mesopotamian campaign: In the un-
demonstrative entry of the fleet into
Baghdad on the afternoon of March 11
there were two vessels that had onee
been Turkish. One was the little
Thornyeroft patrol boat H. M. S. Fly-
catcher, originally built for the Turks,
sunk by the Espiegle in the Shatt-el-
Acab during the advance on Bussorah
(November 1914), and afterwards sav-
ed by us. The other was the Firefly,
the first of the Fly boats that replaced
the stout old armed launches which
served us so well in the early days of
the campalgn.

Back in Our Hands Again

When the Firefly entered Baghdad
agein as a British ship, after her Hun-
pish incarnation of over o year, her orig-
inal British commandc: was on board,
though she still bore the Turkish Star
and Crescent and an inscription fn
Turkish on her name plate on the bat-
tery deck. The Firefly grounded at
Umm-el-Tubal on December 1, 1915,
during the retirement from Ctesiphon,
and was recaptured by us on February
26, 1917, in the advance on Baghdad.
Both we snd the Turks tried to burn
her; and her log, 3f she had a continu-
ous and connected one, would bear wit-
ness to another important role our
navy played—that of a rearguard in
retreat, In the retirement from Ctesl-
phon the fleet played a mora difficult
and arduous part, if not so brilllant and
dreamatic as in the advance on Bagh-
dad,

Pockmarked With Bullets

The order waa given to abandon the
Firefly and another vessel ,the Comet,
which had stranded, The Firefly, be-
ing all iren, weuld not burm, neithor
would she slnk, being already ashore,
Nelither hoat was abandoned until the
breech-blocks of the guns had been re-
moved and the enginea disabled and
the survivera of the erew transferred to
the Sumana, Thia gallant ship got
away witheout vital hurt ,theugh poek-
mar by bulleta all over,

o Manchester Robertson Allison, Limited

ROYAL RUSSIAN GEMS HIBOEN
N GERMANY BY THE CZARINA

Her Intuition Caused Her to Send $100,
000,000 Worth to Grand Duke of
Hesse— Priceless Paintings in Winter
Palace Also Missing

The Russian royal jewels, including
the gems that incrusted the imperial
Romanoff crown, are safe from the de-
mocratic hands of the new rulers in Pet-
rograd. With a woman’s intuitive know-
ledge of troubles ahead, the former Cszar-
ina, is said to have had them tucked
away in a safe deposit vault in her an-
cestral city of Ddrmmstadt, Germany,
right at the beginning of the war. ;

And there they will remain until Mr.
and Mrs. Romanoff claim them again.

The story of the Russian royal jewels
is published in the Chronicle, a dollar-
a-copy magazim\ sponsored by New
York society. folk). The Chronicle article,
which is entitled “A Woman Caused the
War,” states that the former Czarina was
largely responsible for the war, in that
she assured her German friends and re-
latives that Russia would not be a for-
midable antagonist. She proceeded to
prove this anti-bellum predictjon by pro-
German intrigue which ended with the
revolution and the overthrow of the
Romanoff dynasty.

But the former Czarina, who before
her marriage was “Princess Alexandra
Alice of Hesse, had no illusions about
Germany. Accordingly, she packed up
the family jewels in the summer of 1914,
when she saw the international war
clouds appear, and sent them in charge
of trusted messengers to her brother,
the Grand Duke of Hesse, for safe-keep-
ing till peace was restored. The royal
emissaries traveled by the way of Fin-
land and Sweden. They reached their
destination before the mobilization of the
Russian army was complete.

The tale of the Cszarina’s German
forehandedness in the matter of saving
the family gems is said to have been re-
vealed to a New York society woman by
members of the Russian Commiseion
who visited New York city recently.

The New York woman had her-eys
peeled for bhargains in royal jewelry and
approached members of the commission
on the subject of purchasing & string of
rare pearls which.she had seen the form-
er Cgarina wear at a fashionable Buro-
pean 1esort some-years ago. She was
told that she would have to talk to Mes.
Rowmanof c: her brother, the Grand
Duke of Hesse.

Ivan Narodny, of 61 Broadway, New
York, Russian business man ¢ :
corroborated the article in the:

Mr. Narodny said it was
lace an exact value on the;

said they were of far
value :han the historic jewels.
in the Kremlin, which are safe.
“Examination of the famousipaintings
h on the walls of the Hermitage and
the Winter Palace revealed that many
priceless canvases have been removed,
and replaced with cheap copies. Nobody |
knows what became of the originals.’
These discoveries so aroused the provis-
jonal government that an investigation
is now under way to see how many of
Russia’s art treasures havé been stalen.
The museums of Moscow and Petro-
grad contain wonderful collections of
reclous stones,, including the finest cal-
ections -of rubies and emeralds in exist-
ence. Some time ago I received a letter
from s /government official asking me to
recommend an American expert to as-
gist in the examination.”
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