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Lioyd George’s Appeal for Unity.

A casual reading of Lloyd George's
speech as reported by canie I it
lead one to belfeve that he confined
himself almost entirely to the Irish
question. It was an appeal fto the
‘political parties and people of Great
Britain and Ireland to lay aside
minor differences until some great
emergency had passed. On the Irish
‘question the premiet’s position was
firm, but moderate. “He proclaimed
himself to be a home ruler for Ire-
land far in advance of Gladstone or
Asquith, but declared his unalter-
"able determination to keep Ireland
within the kingdom and protect per-
son and property of loyal subjects
and servants thereof, and to restore
beyond question the authority of the
crown., Whether the pacification of
Ireland will automatically eliminate
the Irish question from British podi-
tics is another consideration. It is a
condition, not a theory, which con-
fronts the British premler, and he 18
as firmly resolved to prevent the se-
scession” of ‘Ireland as Abraham Lin-
coln was firmly resolved to prevent
. {he secession of the southern. states.

‘That many people in England had no

sympathy with his positiop made no

difference whatever to Lincoln, and
that many people in the United States
may not sympathize with his posi-

tion makes no difference-whatever 1o

Lioyd George. b

Acute and important as the situa-

tion in TIreland may be, however, a
. more careful reading , of Llo_yd

GGeorge's. speech will show that he

took in a wider, even a world wide

iield. The war, he said, had inflicted
upon civilization a blow under which

.t is still staggering. Unemployment,
- lrade stagnatioh, dindustrial unrest,

are all problems confronting the
inother country, and made much more

acute and pressing by the demoral-
ization of Russia and Central Eu-

.ppe. Of the 400,000,000 white peo-
in the world less than one half
wre represented in the League of
Nations, and one fourth are rapidly
reverting to barbarism. Comph.réd
with thé gigantic .questions that cen-
i{ront the prime minister of England
today most of the questions upon
which » political parties have divided
a1 the past seem unimertant or
szcademic.

Hence Lloyd George's appeal for a
continuance of the coalition, for the
uxistence of his government, for
united thought and action among the
British people. The emergency that
imade a coalition and the breaking
down of party lines possible has not
passed. Graver even than the perils
of war are the perils of reconstruc-
tion. To the people of Canada the
Meighen -government is making a
similar appeal. It is no time for fac-
tions or domestic strife. We have
reconstruction problems which it re-
quires a stable. government and a
well-poised people to solve. Never
was it more important that in Can-
ada' none should be: for the party,
but all for the state.

Get On With the Mount Pleasant
Tracks.

If anything is to be done with the
reconstruction of Yonge street and a
civie car line built on Mount Pleasant
road this year the city council will
have to move faster than it has yet
indicated., Both these streets are to be
widenedl, but when will the initiatory
steps be taken to  this: end? This
year's koard of control gives promise
of working aldng amicably and with
effect, but it is about time that the
inembers started doing business. The
transportation commission must know
what they want in the matter of street
preparations for new or remodeled
lines, and should inform the city coun-
cil without delay. Tffis has been done
in the case of Teraulay street, but
no public move has yet been made
with regard (o Yonge street or Mount
i’leasant road, and it takes time to
go thra the of a street|
videning, tho for Mount Pleasant the |
widening could bte delayed until the|
racks and pavement between the rails
«re laid. Get the tracks down first,
sven before Yonge is attempted. The|
{etropolitan . track ‘and "turnouts on%

cnge street can also be kept going

atil ‘the bigger scheme is ad\;mcud.‘i
Bu: get Mount Pleasant as a groit|
iorth and south line almost mungside'
of Yonge street going first. There are|

.coplée to support it and the ratcpayersl
.ave already voted the money. |
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Give Our Farmers Power and
Light.

The World condemned the sugges-
i{on made by the =pecial committee
the lceal io
Hydro-Electrie mat-!

.opomted by heus?
to provincial
crs, mamely, that the present com-!
bined municipalities be loaded up
an extra dollars a horse|

with

two

look !
|

“I'm the premier | ['m the premier !”

power to enable the farmer who has
-not yet been s2rved to get a supply
of light and power at a lower price
than cost. This proposition has not
the spirit of fairness, and is not ac-
cording to business . ethics. The
municipalities who entered the Hydro
union pledged their credit and gave
of their best efforts to carry out the
program which has been s0 success-
fuuy administered thru - Sir Adam
Beck. In taking this attitude, how-
ever, The World will be the strong-
est kind of advocate for getting to
the farmer a supply of light and
power in the readlest way possible
and at the lowest cost. Sir Adam
Beck has suggested that a subsidy
0f $250.000 a year might be mads by
the province to aid the movement
to supply the rural districts with
Iight and power lines, and The Worll
is entirely in accord .with this, or
even a grant of a higher amount if
it is found necessary.

J. R. Cooke, M.L.A. for
Hastings, does not seem to think
that this proposition is a fair one,
and says that for the 35.000 milaes of
lines which will have to be built, it
will take seveniy years to ecover
t‘he‘ province. Mr. Cooke's argument,
of bourse, sounds plausible, but there
is no intimation in the*proposition
as suggested by Sir Adam Beck of
any seventy years that will be ex-
hausted in getting all the rural com-
munities of the province supplied. It
is, however, impossible to ‘do every-
thing at once, and Mr. Cooke must
know that even the cities. townsand
villages who ara getting supplied
with power had to wait until the
work could bz carried out. Instead
of knocking the suggestion of Sir
Adam Beck. Mr. Cooke would have
been better advised to .have sat in
with the proposition and given it a
start.. In this way he might have
aided his fellows to get the benefits
which are already available to those
who are covered by tha ‘present Hy~-
dro-electrical lines. We understand
Mr. Cooke has had soma experienca
with the Seymour Power Co, and
perhaps he would have preferrad
that this private corporation should
have scattersad its lines thru the
province rather than they should
have been put up by the combined
efforts of ‘the people themselves, The
Ontario farmer is entitled to receive
power and light just as soon ag it
can be given in an economical and
preper way, and .The World will se-
cond any efforts working along the
best available course to bring this
into effect. The World would not
object to a bond issue by {Tae prov-
ince secured by the income o0¢ ,the
farmers’ lines if that will speed up
their construction.

One Reason Will Do.

When one of Napoleon’s generals in
defence of a certain mangeuvre said
he had three reasons for hig course
of . action, Napoleon immediately
answered, “One reason will do.” Too
many reasons are apt to tramp on
each other’s feet and more or less get
in the way of each other. The rogue
in /the opera “Erminie,” who is con-
tinually saying “It's n{y fust offence
and I can prove an alibi,” illustrated
the danger of taking in too much terri-
tory., The lawyer who excused the
non-appearance his client re-
sponse to a subpoena by saying that |
he had thirty-three good reasons for|
staying away, the first of thWem boing;
that he was dead, was told by the |
judge that he need not consume “he|
time of the court by giving the other
thirty-two reasons.

Some of the  supporters of the
Meighen government and the National
;Y‘ollcy might find a moral in these|
lohserva,tion& If they would carefully
watch the most successful lawyer of

their acquaintance they would be

astonished to find in the course
| of an argument
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one strong point in his favor whic‘n,‘
he believed to be vital. They would/
then see the importance of making|
]

he conceded one point |

the |

a more direct appeal to the. electoral
Jury. - What profit can there be, for
example, in The Montreal Gazette
arguing that the Liberals, after get-
ting into power on a free trade plat-
-form jn 1896, developed into the highest
kind of protectionists? ' The inference
is that they will do the same thing
over again, and the Liberal who would
otherwise feel constrained to vote for
the government on the protection
issue might very well say to himself:

I don’t have to vote for the gov-
ernment in order %o save the tariff,
because all the government speakers
and papers insist without gceasing|
that the Liberals have no intention |
of doing anything with the tariff.

Neither can we follow the line of
reasoning which impels a member or
a supporier of the government to
argue at great length that the tariff,
kept up to a high point by the Laurier
government, hag been greatly reduced
since 1911. Such reduction may have
been all right, but the Meighen gov-
ernment is not appealing to this coun-
try on a platform of tariff reduction.
It is a protectionist government, and
it must appeal for support to protec-
tionists. Its supporierg are wasting
the wind they blow thru the whiskers|
of the western free traders when they
argue that the Conservative party is
the lowe* tariff pa.ﬁy in this country.
Let the free traders and the tariff
reductionists and the tariff pussy-
footers distribute themselves among
the Liberal party, the Farmers' parly
and any other party that may core
along. Let the government get all
the voters in favor of the National
Policy, and they need to waste no time
in coaxing free ‘traders to support
them.

/
Remarked in Passing.

Messrs. Drury and Raney may as well
understand now that the people have a
very decided impression that they can-
not be sure of a fair deal under any law
which does not allow an appeal from the
decislon of a |police 'ma.gistrate’s court.

.

Ford has a scheme to do away with
the cow and produce a better milk with-
out her. This should encourage some—
vody to find a means to doing away with
the Chinese chicken—hen, we mean.

* L L]

It appears that Mrs. Mary. Ellen Smith,
M.L.A., whq refused the Speakership of
British Columbia, must Lave a seat in
the cabinet or she won’'t play. First
thing we know we'll hear her say to the
premier, ‘“I'm not speakin” to you, 89

there!"
L W *

It begins to look as if Mayor Church
was ‘‘saving up” the opening of the new
Union Station for 1922. Taking over the
T.S.R., it seems, [is enough in big doings

for one year.
L *

The members of the Kiwanis Club
were toltl vesterday by a local editor
how to run a newspagper, hut its ten to
cne they still want to know why so
much stuff is prir.mtegi t.hat nobody reads.

A Louisiana sheriff to forgot to hang
a colored gentleman sometime sentenced
to death for murder and now nobody
knows whether or not he still has the
right {0 do so. Should not the negro
now be procceded against for criminal
negligence in not having. jogged the
sheriff's mind on t}le lnatt.er‘.‘

*

Coal is $16.90 a ton, never mind now
what dealers can buy it for, and with
a hard winter it might have been $20.

STEADY PROGRESS .
OF TRUST COMPANY

Good AnnuaLReport of the
Trusts and Guarantee
Company.

Growing yearly in age and strength
the Trusts and Guarentee Company,
Limited, held its twenty-fourth annual
meeting ,yesterday, To the shareholders
the year’s business must have been quite
sl‘atistactory, for despite a difficult finan-
cial period,’ the earnings totaled $111,975
against $110,175 for the year 1919, .~ Of
the earnings 4 per cent. was distributed
as dividends and the amount carried
forward to the credit of profit and loss
du_rltr{\ the year was $259,581. Increases
in né various channels of the: com-
pany’s activities are shown again this
year. The estates, trusts and agencies
increased durh}g the year. from $14,046,-
958 to $16,383,751; guaranteed trust funds
é?grgss-'),%&ﬂa; to t§,422.655, while mort-

on real estate are up from $2,-
194,030 to $3,302,071. » s

In presenting the report, President J.
J. Warren said : “Deducting the amount
(8597,531.78) of unpaid stock from the
1919 total the aggregate assets at the
end of 1920 show an increase over the
previous year of more than two million
doliars—a very satisfactory condition
considering the large distributions that
hqye taken place during the past year.

A very gratifying feature—and one
showing the soundness of your company's
growth—is the factithat the estates and
trusts now being handed over to your
company are much greater in value than
formerly. This indicates not only that
the servides rendered by your officials
are fully appreciated, but also that your
company is now we!l established in the
confidence of the community.”

The operations of the company were
carefully reviewed by General Manager
Stockdale, and his remarks had a steady
vein of optimism. In part he said
“There has been a marked change in the
money situdation since the beginning of
this year. The demand for securities
with the more liberal supply of money
available therefor have been such that
the value of bonds has increased with
corresponding decreases in the yle'ds of
interest available to the investor. If this
improvement continues, it is reasonaple
to expect that more® moneys will be
available to t:ust companies uncer thei-|
guaranteed finvestmient certificates in the |
future.

‘“The shortage of houses thruout On-
tario is, as you are all aware, extreme,
and it is to be expected that the de.
crease in the eost of materials with “abo-
becoming again more productive, there
should be more marked activity in bui'd-
ing during the next several years. This
should cause a still greater demand for
moneys on mortgage loans, and it is to
be hoped that the extended borrowing
powers which it is expected will be given
to loan and trust companies will result
in more moneys being made available for
such loans.

“The company's experience with real
estate mortgages has been a most satis-
factory one. Properties that have been
foreclosed from time to time and dis-
posed of have resulted in a net profit to
the company, and your officials are con-
fident that not one dollar of loss will
resulf from the many millions of dollars
of mortgages held by the company.”

SUGGEST ADOPTION OF
SUBURBAN ROAD ZONE

Delegations from township coun-
cils of Ontario County met the board
of control yesterday and suggested
the adoption by 'Toronto of a sub-
urban road zone that would be more
equitable to that county. Under the
Toronto and York highways commis-
sion the city contributes on roads 60
miles north -of the city and omy
seven miles east.

The deputation suggested a zone
lying within a 30-mile limit of Tor-
onto’s boundaries. It would be nec-
essary to get legislation creating a
commission for that zone angd fixing
the proportion the city and the|
townships should' pay for road by:id- |
ing and maintenace. |

The discussion was of a prelimin-
ary nature and the subject will get
the early attention of the full board

One mild winter should not seduce the
Ontario government into forgetting that |
the fuel question in this province calls |
for settlement just as it did last winter
and will continue of prime importance |
until the last day of search proves O!x‘,f
tario cannot produce coal of her own.

NEW HOSPITAL TRUSTEES. |

I. Laidlaw, of the Laidlaw Lumber|
Company, and G. F. Clarkson have]
been elected to the board of n*us:eesl
of the Sick Children’s Hospital.
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THE MATING OF

By ACHMED ABDULLAH. #

(Copyright, 1920, by the James A. McCann Co.) iy :

(Continued From Yesterday’™s World.)

Thus Tamerlanistan accepted him.

And he liked it. - He forget his past.

All was forgotten except Jane war—
burton. s

In regard to the pacification and sub-
jugation of the western marches, he
progressed with the utmost siowness and
cauu.on.

Alderrahman Khan, the governor, had
not fulfil.ed his braggart threat, had not
advanced to the capital at the head of
his arméd men to claim the hand of
Aziz Nurmahal in marriage. But on the
other hand, he had declared his abso-
lute independence.

“The army is ready, is eager to fight.
Let us strike, Al Nakia,” argued Koom
Khan,

And Gulabian, tho an Armenian and
thus, congenitally, a man - of peace,
agreed and advocated a quick, smash-

& attack on the governor of the west-

n marches. He went om to say that,
thru the good offices of spies and also
of the local agent of the cavle company,
the Babu Chandra, he had found out
that the governor was preparing a great
military coup, for which he had the
suppert of certain Europeans who seem-
ed have enough influence with the
British-Indian government to have Leen
granted a permit to ship rifies and am-
munition in large quantities tnru the
Persian gulf.

“England takes no interest in the af-
fairs of Tamerlanistan,”” continued Hec-
tor. “It is outside their sphere of in-—
terests.”

“Yet the fact remains.
being shipped.”

“But who are the Europeans with Ab-
derrahman Khan? And what have they
to do with this land?”

“Everything. For remember, there is
the old question of the ‘concessions,’ and
one of the Europeans—his name ‘is Mr.
Preserved Higgins . . .”

Hector sat
Higgins?” _

He thought, puzzled. i

“My lord,”” Gulabian’s terse, low ‘woice
cut thru, “Mr. Preserved Higgins is a
careful man. He is -also shipping rifles
and ammunition from Bokhara and
Khiva and Russian Turkestan, in case
an enemy whisper a word into the ears
of the British-Indian Raj. Too, there
is the other European whom he brought
with him, and my spies tell me he is a
soldier like thyself. Nor is that all. For
—thou knowest the old prophecy—of the
sword and the wooing of the swords ?”

‘“Yes. Of coutrse,” said Hector, blush-
ing siightly for the white lle. *““What
about it?"”

‘“The. governor of the western marches
is spreading the news that thou art not
the man-meant in the prophecy, that
thou art an impostor, that the other, ihe
Englishman whom Mr. Preserved Higgins
brought with him, is the real Al Nakia,
the real ‘Expected One’, and . . .”

“Then Mr. Preserved Higgins knows
of the prophecy?” sharply demanded
Hector,

‘“Yes. He knows it thru his agent, the
Babu Bansi.”

out?”’ he de-

‘“How did Bansi find
manded.

Thus interrogated, the Armenian
seemed horribly startled and confused.
while Koom Khan broke ' into raucous,
disagreeable laughtér——laughter presently

he rifles are

up straight, “Preserved

room in the back of the balcony whence
Ayesha Zeimzen, the old nurse ,stepped
out with a clanking of brass ankiets and
a low, ironic salaam to Gulabian, wh)
was momentarily becoming more un-
happy.

Al Nakia,” she said, ‘‘there are three
things the effects of which upon himself
no man can foretell—namely, desire of
woman, the dice box and the drinking
of ardent spirits—" -

“And,” gently cooed Kcom Khan, with
a glance at the uneasy Armenian, ‘to
our Gulabian thé desire of woman smells
sweetly, pungently, intoxicatingly in his
nostrilg!"’

‘‘Peace, Leaky Tongue!” cut in the
Armenian, thoroly exasperated, “Peace!
I admit it. Jayashri’'s beanty was over-
powering—as the moon's on the four-
teenth day. Her little, white feet were
lisping twin flowers, her little nose
W e

‘“Spare us the enumeration of her phy-
sical perfections,” laughed Hector. Then,
seriously, “Thou didst tell her?”

‘““Yes, —A word or two about the pro-
phecy of the blades. But suificient to
give a clue to her—brother, the Babu!”

“Enough!” Hector raised an impatient
hand. ‘‘The harm ie done. Mr, Pre-
served Higgins knows of the prophecy,
knows enough of it at least to turn it
to his advantage.” :

‘‘But remember!” argued Koom Khan,
“Abderrahman Khan is spreading the
tale that thou are an impostor—that the
Englishman whom  Higging saheb has
brought is the true ‘Expected One’ !”

Again Hector played up to his role,
which by this time bhad become second
nature to him. He drew the ancient
sword from its sheath with a dramatic
flourish,

“Here is the proof that I am the ‘Ex-
pected One’!”” he said.

“Proof enough for us,” rejoined Koom
Khan. “But—thou knowest how it is.
The masses, the people, are like gheep,
If the governor of the western marches,
with the help of Higgins saheb's war
bags and the unknown saheb’s war
prowess, should make a sudden descent
upon us and snatch victory out of our
fingers, then the masses will swing to
him.”

“I tell thee' replied Hector, “when 1
fight Abderrahman Khan, I shall figh:
him on ground of my own choosing, and
not on ground of his choosing!”—and he
whispered certain instructions to Koom
Khan,: which sent the latter to his head-
quarters with a chuckle and the parting
words that Al Nakia was indeed a war-
rior amongst the warriors, swift as a
snake, keen as a tiger, and shrewd as a
bull élephant in spring.

“A clever man is Al Nakia,” the ‘oid
nurse said that night to Aziza Nurmahal

‘‘Har-—hai—hai!” exclaimed the prin-
céss, her words choked with gurgling, ir-
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Lart thou then in live with Al Nakia, old

echoed in a cracked falsetto from the'

repressible laughter. By the Prophci—
woman: Why—when thou speakest of
him, thy shriveled .old lips pout to re-
semble ripe* pomegranates, thy ancient, |
flat bcesom heaves _like the lotus-bud |
awakeiing in the spring.”

“I am thinking of thee, little Dream, by
the Gift of Tay Face,” gently rejoined
the nurse, “and not of myself.” ;

Aziza Nurmahal shook her head. Sl

“I like him well.”s she said, softly, “bul
I do not love him. Love is a‘quest.lofﬁ-
but onc cannot force the answer to it,

A swatement which, at least subcon-
sciously, she withdrew three days later,
when walking thru the bazaar of the
Goldsmiths, followed by a retinue of ser-
vants and eunuchs, her little face more
disclosed than hidden by the diaphonous
veil that covered her features from the
soft curve of her chin to the tip of ner
nose, her lithe young body robed in the
mystericusly feminine folds of a rose-red
sari enibroidered with tiny seed peir.s,
she saw a lean, hawkish, black-eyed
‘stranger standing there, dressed in the
costume of a rich Persian gentleman;
evidently a sightseér, a traveler, for he
was walohing the shifting crowd interasi-
edly. §

He saw her and stared—frankly, rude-
ly stared. ~But Aziza Nurmahal smiled.

That right, pledging her to secrecy, sue
instructed a pert little slave girl, whosp
iove affairs were the scandal of the wnuie
nalace, to malke the rounds of the cara-
vanseries and to find out the name of “he

rsian stranger :

PP:‘A lean man, with high cheek-bones,
an aquiline nose, clean-shaven, dressed
in a scarlet silk kha}iat, a.white Persian
b cap on his head”

la?klnd wphen. the next day, the maid re-
ported that the stranger had left town
to retui to his own country, Aziza Nur-
mahal’s heart felt heavy within her.

The stranger meapwhi]e. was spurring
tis stauion up the western highway, be-
neath the purple depths of the night sky,
where nung tiny points of light that glit-
tered and glistened with the cold gleam
of diamonds.

“Tnat Babu factotum of MF. Preserved
Higgins knows a lot about Tamerlanis-
tan.,”” he said to himself, ~whimsicaily,
“but he does not know the most impor-
tant thing, He does not know that tle
little princess has the blackest eyes h;
all the world. The wooing of swords?
The fulfilling of the old prophecy? All.
right—'Barkis is willing’—now, more than
ever!” :

nd i:¢ kept on toward the west,

ﬁnd i1 was of ‘“‘concessions’’ that, three
days later, the  stranger talked to Mr.
Preserved Higgins, who Wwas stretched
at easc beneath the silken dome of Ab-
derrahman Yahiah, Khan's tent of state,
the Balu Bans: squatting at his feet and
looking up at the eccentric cockney mil-

lionaire with adoring eyes.

“IT‘S agreed, ¢h?” Mrs. Preserved
Higgina asked ~the stranger.

“You'r¢ on. Cop the gal, cop the swdag,

cop the ’ole eountry,” ?

‘?Yes, yes.”” The stranger, alias the
Hon, Toliemache Wade, inclined his head.

“*Ad to ’ave a look at the gal first,
didn’t you?”’ Higging continued. “Well,
there ain’t n ’arm done. Seemed to 'ave
like the looks of ’er?”

AT did,’. smiled Tollemache,

“Wot else did you find out at the capi-
tal?"”

“Not much, The army seemed to be in
good truining. but, from all I-heard, they
can’t gt ammunition,”’

‘““fhen we've got ’im.”

‘“But he 'has something else, Higgins,"”
said Tollemache. -

‘“Wot?”

CHAPTER Xilil.

“The confidence and trust of the peo-

le.”

“Blast the people!”

Shortly after thelr arrival at Abderah-
man Yahiah Khan's headquarters follow-
ing Bansi’s telegram .that Al Nakia was
on his way to Tamerlanistan, the mil-
lionaire had put his cards—most of tham
—on the table. He had spoken to Tolle-
mache Wade of the ancient prophecy of
the swords, and had suggested a deal by
the terms of which Tamerlanistan shouid
be conquered. Tollemache should marry
the Princess Aziza Nurmahal, and then,
to repay his obligations to Mr. Preserved
Higgins, grant the commercial corpora-
tion of which the latter was the head,
certain extensive land development con-
cessions

sut Tollemache had shaken his head.

“1 won’'t marry the girl until I have at
least seen her.” he had said.

Fipally, after he had reeed and threat-
ened for half an hour, but had  found

olleraache cbdurate, Mr. Preserved Hig-
gins had agreed. But he had made Tol-

) ‘preparaudons dor wae coiuing attack
:;annu Tamerianistan. ‘tno ot a mili-
ey uian, s aqvlcg Was sullc and cone
structive. .« :
“we want to win this 'ere war, and
we don't want notmun 1o Liscarry., I'q
rather 'ave that Al Nakia Lugnter attack
‘us ‘ere, where we Knows une ground, than
attack 'im on ‘is own ground,” said the
cockney. .

“I assure you they arc short of am-
munition,” insisted ‘Wolemache. ;
“Mebbe.  That's just why we shoutd
w'yt till we "ave a surplus.of emmuni-
tion.” :

And he carried his.opinions.

It began when the Arab gunner sud-
denly one day gave a shrill, vhroaty yeH
of warning which efectrified the camp
into tant action. .

Ar: and Persians and rcbel Tamer-
danistans and riff-raf! of al!! Asia that
‘had joined JAbderrahman  IKhan came
tumbling out of tents and buts, strapping
on carbines and revolvers, swords and
daggers as they ran * * * -

gunner who, tense. quivering was st
‘bending over his weapon, drawing a bead
“straight toward the east, viile the sol-
diers, under Tollemache, Wade's sharp
commands, were deployire in a half cipe
cle, rifles ready for the "Firs!”

By this time Mr. Preserved Higgins,
t0o. had reached the gunner’s side.

He looked. : /

There was a savage
zumming - and roaring.  Too,
grimly staceato noises—like steel
ing against steel—swords—lanc: butts—

“War! Al Nakia's , men—they're at-
tacking us!" 3

Cawes ol Preserved Higgins turned
on® ollemache. - “You are wul suly ass,
‘aren’t you? 'Told me, w.un't you, they
was uaprepared? oAy  word—of ai
She ¥ v

“Keep your hair on!" advised Tolle~
mache. “iI these are

; Al Naxia's soldieas,
our spies and SCouts Wouwiu wave brought
us warning.,”

‘“Wot the ‘ell w'ytin’ "
A ¥ for?

sudden,

are you

And then, quite suddenly, Abbder: -
man Khan raised a hairy, brown tnnré.h y

“Listen!” he said. '“liaese are not enee
-m-i:s. They g;e _xrlm.s!" :

moment later, ~frahman Yahiah

Khan rec ized the approac
of the oncoming band. w Wrs endor

“Koom Kahn! Koom Kahn!"

“Salaam! A tnousana salaams—angd
one—and yet another one!" replied the
other. *“I demand proteccion, 'my . lord!
Protection for myself and for my e
—m g’ :r:géen ana children and slaves!”

TO on against whom?" demanded

the governor. o : s

“Against Al Nakia!"”

And it was whispered
intended treachery,
been such a fool
and slaves and

v il
if Koom Kahn
_he would not have
as to bring his women
servants and - children

Preserved Higgins admitted—

- :.s ame g‘:nbu;m;t Koom Khan
U # ends, br 5 .
And w0, Tieet nging peace

while, in a neighboring tent,

was entertaining the governor of ‘the
western marches with a tale of Hector's
shortcomings, winding up softly, ingenu-

ously, with:

“Al Nakma is a saheb, and thou ki -
est what the sahebs are.” And o.ftn:;-wn
pause, a silence broken only by the.gurg-
?vnﬁt aoun::t l;)t su:ll:ie hutble-bubbles, he

ent on, en, fr s -
b S rank, naive sim.
heb!” 5t A

“Higgins saheb?"” g

a lance at rest.”

“Ah?”’ breathed  the with-

out looking up. ;
[ “Indeed. There is about him a lean
and nasty wolfishness of expression, De-
cidedly,” went on Koom Khan, “if T were
thou, I would cut the salich's throat.”

The other puffed at his pipe.

‘“Koom Kahn,” he sald,
the sahebs any more than thou, but the
u].lheb g}tondt ee;m treachery. He ‘is my
ally, € needs my armel men,
knowledge of a g
dom in war, and the other
bags, We made a bargain.”
“And yet,”
Iy, “I ave heard in the bazars that the
young saheb dreams of mating with the
princess Aziza Nurmahal.”
(Continued Tomorrow Morning.)

soso g

governor,

lemache promise that, under
tions, would he go near the palace or In
any other way put himself in a positjon
wheére Al Nakia might see him

And so now Mr. Preserved Higgins feit

no condi- |"
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