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done by this Society, incorporated it in 1870, as the Entomological Sm-n?t,y of Ont&{);t),.
and gave at the same time material md by allowing an annual grant from the pu li
funds. By this assistance, the usefulness of the Society has been greatly widened, anc
the officers have become an advisory board to whom reference can be made whenever
information concerning injurious insects is sought by farmers or others—an advantage
of which the intelligent agriculturists of the Province have not been slow to avail them-
selves. . B i
Of all the important events affecting agriculture in Canada which have l'.nppfeml-
during the past year, none can compare for import.an'ce with the es@uuhslnnuuthj)d :t‘IT
system of Experimental Farms throughout the Dominion, lately organized by the Federa
Government. To no one more than to our members can it be a source of so great
pleasure, that the person chosen for the important a.nd responsible position of Director,
should have been the present incumbent, Prof. William Suull(‘l(‘l‘:‘i, who has been t«;r 50
many years identified with the prosperity and progress of our Society ; what he has been
to us we all know ; what others consider his value to have been, is well shown by Prof.
A. R. Grote, one of the best American entomologists and a highly esteemed and regular
contributor to the Canadian Entomologist. ‘
When speaking of that journal in the preface to one of. his wor'ks, he says i—
“The treatise of Dr. Harris which has become classical on its subject, (3111 m\y-h
towards creating a general interest in entomology ; but the publication of the Canadian
Entomologist, a journal aided pecuniarily by the Ontario (lovernmm.lt, and owing lt.'f
success chiefly to the unselfish labours of Mr. William Saunders, .has assisted t_ht-, ',),m%;;;“?h
of entomology in America probably more than any one other similar l‘mdermkmg: _This
statement is not a bit overdrawn. Prof. Saunders—and I speak of him from an intimate
acquaintance extending over a space of many years—is an excepgonul man, remarkable
not less for the diversity than for the thoroughness of his accon_lpllsllments, but above all
for his tact and good judgment which have made him an object of rospuct»nnd have
endeared him to all who have had intercourse with him., Nov.v, above all things, Prof.
Saunders is an entomologist, and to it chiefly he owes his eminence. We congratula}tl,e
him upon his appointment and also the Honourable Minister of Agriculture upon the
wisdom of the choice he has made. I X
[t may not be amiss here to say a few words w1t!\ regard to t].le work lt}lﬂ
proposed to carry out at these Government experimental stations. In the first plnlcv', t ll(‘
system will consist of a Central Experimental Farm at Ottawa and fO.\lI.‘ other oranch
farms divided as follows : one for Ontario and Quebec, one for the Mantnnc'?roymc:es,
one for British Columbia, and one each for Manitoba and the North-\\"est Territories.
The officers at the Central Farm will be, the Director, and an Entomologist and liQt&qnst
combined, a Chemist, a Horticulturist and an Agriculturist. At Ehe Central Station
there will be a museum for the preservation of objects of interest. 'l hese, of course, will
include all the different kinds of grain and other crops, and as well, cabinets for entomo-
logical and botanical specimens. As most of you are aware, I ‘huvu.beun npp‘m.ntv(l t(l)
fill the position of Entomologist and Botanist to the I)omlm'ml hxpenmt‘nml ljarnm.
trust that I may be able to show before long that this .st’lcctmn was not ill advised. m{\t
any rate, I can assure you that no efforts will be wanting on my part to render tl_w ¢l> ce
one of general utility and a benefit to the farming community. 1 purpose, as flul(:k _vdas
possible after the building is finished, to place in the_lm.lseum a collection showing, under
each of the principal crops, all the insects by which it is attacked, so that the fnrm:;r or
gardener who finds any of his crops injured by insects can come to the museum and see
for himself, under the head of each plant the injurious insects known to infest it, and at
the same time learn the most approved methods of treating them.

In addition to the above, there will be a botanical garden on the farm, a plot of about
65 acres having been appropriated for this purpose. llere native plants of economic val(lile,.
as our forest trees, will be grown in large numbers for f:hstrlbutl.on and observation un1 er
varying conditions, so as to note their behaviour under different clrct}ms_tances. H ere,fu f,
will be cultivated a large collection of plants of interest to the botanist from all parts o IL e
world, including, of course, all the native speciep, of which [ can ol.mun roots or seeds.l : hls
thus hoped that many of the difficult problems will be cleared up which at present trouble the




