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coniiderablo property,—had been the princi-
pal founder ofone of the set'lements of that
district,—hao like many of his generous coun-
trymen, exhajsted his mpans.and becrme cm
barrasaed in his circumstances— was appoint-
ed sheritt'of that district, and died in debt;
that his eldest «on succeeded his deceased fa-
ther in the office, and to him the family look-
ed for support ; that son died also, leaving a
younger brother nearly o; age, and nearly
through his legal studies, as the only earthly
prop of his mother and support of his sisters.
Thatmolher, notcontented with having trans-
milled a written application, came Unperson
to Kingston to lay her case before the Gover-
nor General. Her son was not a member of
any secret society, and too young to be rcgar-
cied as a political character. He're then vvere
the cases of two candidates laid before the
Governor General— both equally well quali-
fied for the office applied for. In behalf of the
one pleaded political party purpose—the
"principle ofgovernment on party principles"— in behalf of the other, pleaded the wants of
the widow and the fatherless. Which plea
was the more likely to affect the tender and
generous breast of Sir Charles Metcalfe ?—
To which plea was he the more likely to lis-

ten, to the tears of the destitute widow, or the
ex-Councillors' relentless doctrine of party
patronage ?

The case is abore reasoning. Humanity
is rather disposed to weep over the shrivelling
and heartless selfishness of party, than to
defend his Excellency in such a case— to
e.xecrate a system of policy that extinguishes
every feeling of individual generosity, rather
than vindicate an act which ought to call
down a country's spontaneous blessings upon
the head of its author. IfHE whose example
is not beneath the imitation of parties, any
more than of Governors, went with orphan
sisters at Bethany, and raised the son of the
widow of Nain, that he might support and
comfort his mother, is Sir Charles Metcalfe to
be pilloried and ostracised as the enemy of
Canada for acting Against the advice of party,
in order to confer upon a widow's son a " tri-

fling appointment," that he might minister
both to his mother, and his sisters ? I believe
there is a heart as well as a head in Cana-
da ; and I mistake the sympathies of that
heart if they do not embrace that man as the
friend of the country and the just guardian of
constitutional rights, who prefers exercising
the prerogative of the crown for the relief of
the widow and the fatherless, rather than
prostitute it at the demon-shrine of party
patronage.

Pleader, was your mother that widow, and
you her only son and support, and was you
qualified for that situation, what would you
think of the Governor who would exercise
the lawful prerogative to enable you to sup-
port her, and what would you think of the
system of government that would proscribe

you because you were not of the dominant
party ?

Upon the appointraeut therefore even of Mr.
towall—tht case of Iha late Counoillors—

I

fearleBsly appeal In the jijstico of patriollgm,
the humanity of honest men of all parties in
Canada, to support his Excellency and her
Majestyls government against the crusade of
the late Councillors, and against the unprin-
cipled principle of exclusive patronage.

^
Thus much, then upon the views of tho

Governor General— professedly and practi-
cally—on the system of Responsible Govern-
ment, as enunciated in Ihe House of Assem-
bly's resolutions of September, J84I.

1 might here dismiss the subject, confident
of an honest country's decision upon it. But
1 will add an illustration from British practice
—all the late Councillors say that they desire.
I will give then, instead of the alleged uncon-
stitutional practice of Sir Charles Metcalfe,
the acknowledged constitutional practice of
George the Third of blessed memory. Tho
reader may easily judge, as he attentively pe-
ruses and weighs the facts, whether there
would not have been a revolution in England
had the late Councillors been Ministers, and
had they George the Third as head of the Go-
vernment, in«;tead of Sir Charles Metcalfe.
1 give those facts not as to what ought to be,
but to show what has bien British practice ;
and with these facts, and the elucidation of
the principle, as suggested by them, I will
conclude the present number, feeling that the
importance of the subject is an ample apology
for the length of the following extract from
Lord Brougham's Historical Sketches of
Statements,—Article George 3:—
" George 3 was impressed with a lofty feel-

inirofhis prerogative, and a firm determina-
fi

1 to maintain, perhaps extend it. At all

events, he was resolved not to be a mere name,
nor a cipher in public affairs; and, whether
from a sense of the obligations imposed upon
him by his station, or from a desire to enjoy
all its powers and privileges, he certainly,
while his reason remained entire, butespecial-
ly during the early period of his reign, inter-
fered in the affairs of government more than
any prince who ever sat upon the throne of
this country since our monarchy was distinct-

ly admitted to be a limited one, and its execu-
tive functions were distributed among respon-
sible ministers. The correspondence which
he carried on with his confidential servants
during the ten most critical years of his life,

lies before us, and it proves that hip attention

was ever awake to all occurrences of the go-
vernment. Not a step was taken in foreign,

colonial, or domestic affairs, that he did not
form his opinion upon it, and exercise his in*

fluence over it. The instructions to ambassa-
dors, the orders to governors, the movements
offerees down to the marching of a single

battalion in the districts of this country.

—

The appointments to all offices in church and
state, not only the giving away ofjudgeships,

bishoprics, regiments, but the subordinate
promotions, lay and clerical : all these form
the topics of his letters : on all his opinions

uie pronounced decisively ; on all his will is

declared peremptorily. In one letter ho ds.

cides the appointment of a Scotch puisne
judge ; in anoUier the narch of a troop froK

"iHl
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