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Sir

: Ilavin- boon iippoiiitcd, l)y tho rmsidciit of the United
States, toniinauder of the expedition toward the Xoith Pole
and the steamer Pohu-is havin- been fitted, eqni])ped, provis'
loned, and assigned for the pnrpose, you are placed in com-
mand of the said vessel, her officers and crew, for the purposes
of the said expedition. Ilavin- taken command, von will pro-
ceed in the vessel, at the earliest j.ossible date, from the navy
yard in this city to New York. I^rom ^'ew York vou will pro-
eeed t- the first fiivorable port you are able to make ou the
west coast of Greenland, stoppin-, if you deem it desirable, at
St. Johns, Newfoundland. From the first port made by you
ou the west coast of (ireenland, if fartiier south than IJolstein-
berff, you will proceed to that port, and thence to Goodhaven
(or Lively,) in Uie island of Disco. At some one of the ports
abore referred to you will probably meet a transport, sent by
the Department, with additional coal and stores, from which
you will supply yomself to the fullest carrying- capacity of the
Polaris. Should you fall in with the transport before makiu"-
either of the ports aforesaid, or should you ol^tain information
of her beino- at, or having landed her stores at anv port south
of the island of Disco, you will at once proceed to put yourself
ju communication with the comn.ai.der of th.c [ransi)ort, and
•'^"PPly yourself with the additio:.rl .stores and coal, taking such
measures as may be most expedient and convenient for that
purpose. Should you not hear of the transport before reaching
Dolsteinberg you will remain at that port, waiting for her and
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