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eight miles above Albany. The navigation of this river is ob-
structed near its mouth by rocks, called the Cohoes Falls, which
extend from bank to bank,* 100 yards in width, forming a per-
pendicular descent of thirty feet. At the distance of seventy
miles from this outlet, the channel is obstructed by other rocks
called the Little Falls, of which the perpendicular descent, in
their length of three-quarters of a mile, is forty-two feet. Along
this runs a canal, with locks, for boat navigation. The produce
of the western country, which passes through the channel of this
river, is disembarked at Schenectady, and transported sixteen
miles by waggons to Albany, where it is shipped for its destina-
tion on board the vessels of the Hudson. The Hudson river
issues from an elevated country between Lakes Ontario and
Champlain, and intersects the state from north to south for a
distance of 250 miles. It is navigable for sloops of eighty tons
to Albany, 160 miles from its mouth, and ships ascend as high
as the town of Hudson. The tide flows some miles above Alba-
ny, where it is twelve hours later than at New York. The salt
water is carried to th« distance of fifty miles above that city,
where Its usual, rise is about a foot; at Pellepels Island, it is
about four feet ; at Kinderhook, five and a half. The western
parts of the state are watered by the Oswego river, which forms
a communication through the Oneida lake, between the Mo-
hawk branch of the Hudson river and Lake Ontario, by its east-
ern branch, called Wood creek, which, at Rome, twenty* miles
north from its source, runs in a western direction to the lake
twenty-three miles, with a gradual descent 6f sixty feet, and the
navigation is continued by means of thirteen canals, which
shorten the distance by ni.ie miles. After its passage through
Xhe Oneida lake, nearly thirty miles in length, it has the name
of Onondago m its meandering course of eighteen miles to the
junction of the western branch, where it takes the name of Os-
wego, and runs north-west forty- five miles to Lake Ontario.
The whole descent between the two lakes is 130 feet. The west-
ern branch, called the Seneca river, rises to the south of Lake On-
tario, aiul has the name of Wood creek to itsjunction with the wa-
ters of the Canandaqna lake, and afterwards that of the Seneca
river, which it preserves to its junction with the Osweeo. In
this easterly course, it receives the vt-ntprs o<^ s- ' •-i--'"- --« • «

extend in a south-south-eastern direction—the Seneca, Cayuga,


