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gensis of (U\i\ky iiiul I'iiak, iIk (Jutlu b'loischverigiflung bacillus and a

number oi" siiiiiinr ()iv.nu>iiis dcHiniiifd l)y various observers iu epidemics

of meat poisoning.

Cashing ha.", rcHcntiy nuuie llii,s group llio subject of elaborate study

iu coniuc'tiou with the pi'dbli'nis nf l'eruu'ntatii)n, reactions of acidity and

alkalinity imparted to the media, and pathogenicity. He groups with

these intermediate forms the baeillus isolated by Sanarclli from yellow-

fever patients, a l)aeillu.s isoialed by tnvynn fri..ni a cervieal al)scess and

a bacillus whi^h he himscdf lias is^olated from an abscess over a rib, called

by him IJacillus 0. or, by other workers, Paracolon Gushing.

Tlie agglutination lest m» valuable in the recognition of the bacillus

typhosus has proved in C'lishiiig's liaiulj lo liave an eqiuil significance

in the study of these interuieilia.to form.?. Cushing's work in this par-

ticular has recently been confini\ed by ilcCrao working mider Adami.

The term Faninjliiii, introduced originally Ijy Gilbert to indicate the

nu'nibers of llie eolon grou}) wiHch diU'crod in a few reactions from the

typical colon, lias lound a ri'.idy acceptance among bacteriologists.

Under the nonunclature of paraeolilnieillary organisms, (iilbert has

described five diirerent types, 'i'he f'n'st typo has two members, the

opaque variety of B. lactis aerogcnes of l.'sehcrich, identified by its

opaijue yellow eoleiiies nn gelatine, and tii^ iwiixpniriil variety of the

same, identical with the bacillus of endocr.rdilis of Gilbert and Lion.

"
'i'lie parieoiihaeillus of the second typo is distinguished from the 15.

Coli by its inability to gpn(>ia<e indol; that of the third type by its

failure to act on lactose : tliat of the fourth type, by the absence of

motility and of the power of generating indol ; the fifth type by lack of

molility, incapacity ol producing irdd and inactivity in reispect to

lactose, three of the cardinal properties cf the colon."

Tlie eliief ohjeetion to sin li a chirisilic:ition is the unreliability of tlio

reaction for indol. whieli as stated above has been shown to be an in-

constant character of any organism.

^J'he recent work ler and Jolinston, in whicli thev classified the

water bacteria found in the (Jhio Kiver, according to a large number

of constant characters—using those reactions which were recommended

by the Bacteriological Section of tlie Amcricim Public Health Associa-

tion, and eliminating any tests which fiiiled to give 100% of constancy,

has suggested to the writer the advisability of adopting a somewhat

similar classification in the descriptions of niendjcrs of the Colon-

Typhoid ,?erics. Therefore, all of the organisms Mhich were in the

laboratory were subjected to the treatniont recommended by Fuller and

Johnston, namely, tlicy were grown in brath three days, in gelatine

plates three days and on slant agar three days after -which time the vari-

ous culture media were seeded.


