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of an adjacent sawmill, a fine view of the interior of which, with the
saw usually in active motion, was obtained by the traveller as he
fared on. This was Michael Whitmore's sawmill.

Of late years the apex of the long triangle of Neman's land
that for a great while lay desolate between the original and subse-
quent lines of Yonge Street, has been happily utilized by the
erection thereon of a Church, Christ Church, an object well seen
in the ascent and descent of the street. Anciently, very near the
site of Christ Church, a solitary longish wooden building, fronting
southward, was conspicuous ; the abode of Mr. Hudson, a pro-
vincial land surveyor of mark. Looking back southward from near
the front of this house, a fine distant glimpse of the waters of Lake
Ortario used to be obtained, closing the vista made in the forest
by Yonge Street.

Before reaching Whitmore's sawmill, while passing along the
brow of the hill overiooking the ravine, which was avoided by the
street as it ran in the first instance, there was to be seen at a little

distance to the right, on some rough undulating ground, a house
which always attracted the eye by its affectation of " Gothic " in
the outline of its windows. On the side towards the public road
it showed several obtuse-headed lancet lights. This peculiarity

gave the building, otherwise ordinary enough, a slightly romantic
air ; it had the effect, in fact, at a later period, of creating for this

habitation, when standing for a considerable while tenantless, the
reputation of being haunted.

This house and the surrounding grounds constituted Springfield

Pdrk, the original Upper Canadian home ofMr. John Mills Jackson,
an English gentleman, formerly of Downton in Wiltshire, who
emigrated hither prior to 1806 ; but finding public affairs managed
in a way which he deemed not satisfactory, he returned to England,
where he published a pamphlet addressed to the King, Lords and
Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

entitled, " A View of the Political Situation of the Province," a
brochure that made a stir in Upper Canada, if not in England,
the local House of Assembly voting it a libel.

Our Upper Canadian Pariiament partially acquired the habit of
decreeing reflections on the local government to be libels. Society

in its infancy is apt to resent criticism, even when legitimate.

Witness the United States and Mrs. Trollope. At the same time
critics of infant society should be themselves sufficiently large-
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