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pohblea and fragments of white quartz arc abundant, which may
ho dorivcfl from tho veins of the mineral prevailing in the mountain

ran;;;o or from others on the south-east of it. With thcBO

material there occaaionally occur in the valley of tho Chau-

(lidre and its tributaries large boulders of limestone conglome-

rate, similar to the beds of the St. (Jilos and St. Mary, and more

rarely boulders of gneiss identical in character with known kinds

of the rock on the north side of the St. Lawrence. Not only is

the gold al)sent from the drift on tho north-west flank of the

mountain range, but so also are the chromic iron and the ser-

pentine, notwithstanding that the two have been traced in

association 135 miles, constituting a marked band accom-

panying the range from Potton to Cranbounie. On tho north-

west flank, however, boulders of northern gneiss are frequent

and a few of limestone have been met with even pretty high up

on the hills, showing by their fossils their derivation from the

Trenton limestone, the nearest exposures of which are on the

north aide of the St. Lawrence. In fact, in respect to the drift

of the whole country, it may be said, that on southern forma-

tions are found resting the ruins of northern, but no northern

rocks are met with overlaid, to any extent, by debris deriv-

able exclusively from southern. The auriferous drift shows no

exception to this, and there is little doiibt that causes con-

nected with northern currents, when the rocks were beneath

the surface of an ocean, have placed the whole. Ever since

the surface, however, has risen from beneath this ocean, causes

similar to those now in operation in the district haVe been

worldng in a contrary course. The rivers of the district

emptying into the St. Lawrence, flow north; in so far, there-

fore, as their forces modify the distribution of the drift, the mate*

jials of which it is composed are carried in that direction.

This, no doubt, has some ' effect on the finer and lighter m£lte»

rials, and occasionally, with the assistance of ice and great fresh-

ets, on some of the coarser and heavier; but the streams wash-

ing away the formqr in larger proportions than the latter, con-

centrate these in the valleys and channels. The gold being

the heaviest substance is moved the least. It may occasion-


