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cre^ed Crown Point in the New York territor)'*

•—The peace of Aix la Chapelle being conchided,

this plan, which had been firft laid in the year

'1716, was then revived, but the Englilh took fo

little care to fecure the affedions of the natives,

that the latter foon ihewed themfelves no friends

to the undertaking. Some London merchants

idrading to Virginia, having been encouraged to

fettle cm the banks of the Ohio, in order to eftablifh

an exclulive trade with the Indians, fent a furveyor

to take a plan of the couitry, a circumftance

ivhich much difpleafed and alarmed the favages;

and their jealoulies were increafed by the French who

found it their advantage to foment them : thus the

undertakers loft all their intereft in that beautiful

country, while their neighbours continued to make

themfelves as ftrong as poffible at Niagara and on the

Lake Erie, even upon lands to which the fubje(fts

of Great Britain could produce jviilifiable claims.

Thefe things being known to Mr. Dimwiddie,

governor of Virginia, he alarmed the Englilh fet-

tlers, and even fent one major Walliington with

a remonilrance to the French governor of a fort

built on ths River au Bccuf, which difcharges it-

felf into the Ohio ; — he -eceiving no fatisfadtory

anfwer to this, planned out fort near the forks

of the river; but the Indians having not been

properly attended to, they were exafperated at the

mention of it, though the colony had refolved to

defray the expcnce, and had adlually provided the

jnatcrials for the bufincfs.
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