
The Single-tax Failure

Vancouver leads every city nn the conti-

nent of America." This is his proud

boast. It is in order now for some one

to point with approval to the huddled

condition of London before the fire, or to

hold up the most crowded quarters of

Canton as a model to the world. This

alone should condemn the system. That
it has the effect claimed for it, no one can

deny. The taxes on gardens, lawns and

open spaces are prohibitory. Everything

must be built up. Every open gap must be

closed. We must have a compact city.

Rather than expand our area let us build

200 feet in the air and immure our wives

and children in apartment blocks and de-

prive them as far as possible of every

beautiful and healthful natural surrounding.

At the same time we are likely to have some

trouble in escaping from the conclusion that

a crowded wooden city is a standing invi-

tation to fire, and a menace to the health

and enjoyment of its population. The cry

for open spaces is a necessary result of the

stupid policy pursued. Park sites and im-

provements have already cost $1,260,600,

notwithstanding that we have in Stanley

Park a recreation ground raid to be equal

in value to the national debt.

To some of socialistic tendency the policy

of heaping taxes on the land appeals on the

ground that it will force the land owner to

let go his hold and cheapen the price of


