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No Catliolie cliildruii are
hIiowii by theso <!|4uros.

If the department had had in view to
prove that the schools under its direction
are but the continuation of thrs fonner
Protestant schools, itcouid not have em-
ployed a stronger an?iiment than the one
contained in the flfiiires of the preceding
table, ^''ornierly 'all the scliools were
public, the Crttholics as well as the Pro-
testants and vice versa. The census taken
under oath by each of the two sections
were docunxents equally otticial, and are
kept on recordJn tne offlcis of the gov-
ernment. How is it that the administra-
tion of the public schools of the day,which
are also qualified as national,
can leave out the whole Catholic school
population and merely mention the Pro-
testant Children and that, when the sta-
tistics are gathered from 1871, when Catho-
lic children were the most numerous ?

Why two weights and ' a'o measures, why
should a part l)e counlc-d for nothing and
the other part taken as the vvholr.

R;itepayei"s—Previous to l8iH), the non-
C»tholic public schools of Manitoba were
Protestant, in name as well as in fact; to-

day the same schools have kept their
character, but have lost their name; true,
it is a loss, but the loss is con)pensated in
a large measure. In all places where there
was a Catholic district covering the same
ground as a Protestant one, it was
decided by the law that all assets
of the Catholic schools would be-
come the r operty of the Pro-
testant schools, which would then bo
called public schools, to be stipported b\
the school assessments of C.vtholics as well
as of Protestants. Let it be kept in view,
the provision of the law was the same,
even in a district .here there might be
but one school wi( i only ten Protestant
children, altliougli in the same place there
would be schools enough to accomodate
several hundred of Catholic children.
Yes, by the terms of this law, in such a
case, the school trustees charged with
these hiuidrevls of children would disap-
pear to make room for trustees named by
the parents of the ten Protestant children.
The new ''iw>i, while permitting the Pro-
testant schools to continue to develop
and tx> prosper, are so prejudicial
to Catholic schools that alrei"'.y many
have l)een closed and others are on the
point of meeting the same fate, .while the
rest are maintained, but with (lifliculty. I

give Winnipeg as an illustration : The
Catholics have in the city five educational
establi:',hment.s, frequented by over 500
children. Under the oi'd regime, the
Catholics of Winnipeg had their own
school trustees as ch.e Protestants Jiad
theirs; the limits of the two districts were
not similar, nevertheless the attorney-
general iu I89(^ decided that the Catholic

trustees would not be recogi.isied any
more. This decision entailed the confisca-

tion of all appertaining to the Catholic
school trust', es, in favor of the Protestant
school board. Fortunately the Catho-
licestablishments belonged to corponvtidns
that the school law could not reach and
,tlie Catholic children remained where they
were. There was something reached by
the decision of the then attorney-general,
it is the assessments levied on Catholics.
For tivree years past the school taxes of

tlie Catholics, instead of turning to their
benefit, are applied to help the schools,
where Catholic children ao not attend.
The Catholic schools of Winnipeg, de-
prived of the assessments of their support-
ers, deprived also of their legitimate snare
of the public money, are left to the good
will of the parents, helped by the self-

denial vif the teachers.
I have witnessed the beginning and the

growth of the city of Winnipeg; at all

times I have admired the liberality of its

inhabitants-: ; it is perfectly well establish-

ed that the people of Winnipeg give freely

and generously. How is it that, in the
same city we find an unjast meanness
such as the one perpetrated against the
Catholic schools of the place. I know that
several of the best citizens are ashamed,
when thinking that money is taken even
from the poorest Catholics to help in edu-
cating the children of Protestants, even of
some of the richest. Unfortunately this
sentiment has not reached the main bodv
of the citizens and the meanness is still

being acted. Its injustice is so much
the more manifest that the school
board has not sufficient accom-
modation, we are told, even for
Hie Protestnnt children. What embarrass-
ment it would be fur that school board if,ata

fixed day, all theCatholicchlldrenofthecity
would go and ask for their place in the
public schools, to the maintenance of
which their parents are forced to contri-
itute. The ignorar 3 of the financial posi-
tion made for the Cat lolic schools by the
new law can alone account for 'he affirma-
tion nijule by the noble lords of the judi-
cial committee of the Privy Council.
Tlieir Lordships surely were not aware of
t!ie bitter sarcasm they used when they
said, "In such a case the Roman Catholics
were really placed in a better position
than the Protestants."
The Friends of Public Schools-In 1890,

the governn»ent first intended to complet-
ely secularize the primary instruction, but
it met with such remonstrance
that it modified its bill, merely
fibolishing the Catholic schools
and securing that the Protestants
would be left with such school as they had
themselves framed by the "introduction
of systenjativ religious Instruction accept-
ed by all their denominations." The parti-
zars of secularization are dissatisfied with
the religious practices maintained in the
schools; they would like to sec the disap-
pearance of prayers, of the reading of tne


