
47

r

You will have to set up men to oppose them and keep them out, but
any sort of men will do foi that purpose, as their election will

araountto nothing more than that it will afford them an opportunity

of visiting Canada and seeing the Falls. Return the ablest men
to our own IloUvse of Assembly charged with the glorious mission

of sending Oonfederation to its cloven footed inventor, the great

enemy of mankind, who has contrived it as the most effectual de-

stroyer of the peace and prosperity of this Province.

My object in composing this treatise has been to enable the

people to form a just estimate of tbe constitution that has been
presented to them, for what is called a confederation of the
colonies. When I hear it asserted that an Act of l*Hrliament hav-

ing been passed we must submit to it, as to an irrevocable decree
of the Supreme power, such language is peculiarly offensive, and
savors much more of Eastern slavery than of British freedom.

Tlie people of this Province have certain established rights,

which neither'tlie Queen nor Parliament can abrogate or trespass on ;

and if an Act of Parliament interferes with those rights, the Act is

void and can have no more effect on them, than the wind that

passes over the desert of Sahara.
As British subjects, we will cling to our rights, and not suffer

them to be wrested from us. When Charles the First imposed un-
lawful taxation on the people of England, they did not submit to

the invasion of their rights. Had ho asked John Hampden for a
gift of five thousand pounds, he would cheerfully have put his hand
in his pocket, and paid the money, but when thirty-one shillings

were demanded from him illegally, be did not put his hand to hi»

purse, but on the hilt of his sword, and surrendered his noble life

rather than his freedom. When Parliament laid a tax on the old

Colonies, they did not fold their arms, and tamely submit to injus-

tice because it was dressed in the garb of an Imperial Statute.

They indignantly denied that Parliament had power to pass such
a law, and flew to arms to vindicate what British subjects should
prize above every other political privilege, the right of self-taxation.

So the people of Nova Scotia when they are told by a few
insignificant and most contemptible place-hunters that they have
procured an Act of Parliament to confer on Canada the power to

tax them, and that they must needs submit, whether they will or

not, will laugh the over-bearing insolence of these men to scorn.

1 have demonstrated the unconstitutionality of the B. N. A. Act,

and it rests with the people to decide, at the next election, whether
they will accept confederation or not. I have endeavoured to dis-

charge a duty that every patriot owes to his country—that of ex-

posing her enemies and defending her from iiijustice—and if I have
succeeded in assisting my fellow-countrymen in arriving at a

sound judgment in reference to this momentous subject, my object

will be fully attained, and I ask no other reward than the pioud pon-

sciousness of having conferred some benefit on my native Province.

MARTIN I. WILKINS,
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