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an action for debt, though they had pronounced,

with the fame breath, that the laxtis of England had

bmi fiudded in^o thi. Georgian fyjkm. The South

Carohna Aflcmbly with a bolder fpirit paffed an

a6t, on the i6th of March 1784-, for preventing

the commencement of fuits for debts contra£led by

any citizen previous to February 1782; and for

poflponing ultimate payment by feveral liquidations

till January 1789. Urged perhaps by the lame

neceffities the North Carohna Aflcmbly paflTed an

aft, m May 1783, to prevent the recovery of

debts theretofoie contrafled, till alter the expi-

ration of 3 year. Equally neccfliious, but perhaps

more confident, the Virginian A trembly pafFed an

aft, even after they had received tiie Definitive

Treaty, " to fufpend the ifTiiing of executions for

four months from December 178^, and to the end

of the iubfequent AlTembly. The American Le-

giflatures, who may have concurred with thofe

States, in fimilar meafurcs, may equally plead,

that the necejfity which drives, defends. Whether

Grotius or Puffendorf, Burlamaqui or Vattel,

would have admitted this juftificati on, for an evident

infraftion of a poiitive treaty is a queflion, which it

is not at prefer.t worth while to aflc. Their own

Phocion has told the American citizens, with aloud

voice, on the authority of fome of thofe jurifls

:

*' That the wilful breach of a (insle article annuls

the whole, fince every claufe mull ftand, or fall

together. If Britain fhould regard the treaty as

broken,—can we renew the war ? We know j and

all


