
f

[ 7 ]

fight of raifing and modelling the fupply, frortf

the mere circumftance of Reprefcntation. But if

they have it not from Reprefcntation, they muft

in faift derive it from the fupreme and dilcretionary

power, whieh is repofed in them, in conjunftion

with the two other branches of the Legiflature. It

appears, upon the whole, that Taxation is the

refult of the difcretionary power which is placed

in the hands of the Legiflature, and exerted by

them for the neceffary fupport of the State. To
this power the whole Empire muft fubmit, and

confequently no one of its fubjecls can claim any

exemption.
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The Counties Palatine of Chefter, Durham,

and Lancafter, were anciently in the fame predica-

ment with the Americans, on the article of Taxa-

tion. The Earl of Chefter and the Biftiop of

Durham became, by prefcription and immemorial

cuftom, poflefled of a kind of regai jurifdiftion

within their refpeftive territories. A fimilar form

of Government was eftabliflied by King Edward

III. in the County of Lancafter j which was

created by that Prince in favour of Henry Planta-

gcneti whc'; heircfs carried the fame rights and

privileges to John of Gant and his pofterity. But

though the subordinate Sovereigns of thefe

Counties could pardon treafons, murders and felo-

nies i


