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" Witlmut r<'l\ ui'j; upon l')o FniUr, and irivins;

away »vcii tlw \(>yai;c of Maldojiaiio, %vc liavr

aiitlii iiiic pi'ools tliiii '.'ahrillo (nr I''crr('lo) laid

fxploic-d ti) latiiudi' V.P in i'A'\\ tl)ai Gali was at

;<7"^ .)()', if not at 57'^ .!!)' in i:)V>, ilml ilic S;iii

AiiLnistiii wa.s at till' l)ay of San Vranri ^cd in

l')!!."); that Juan di- l-'ura fiitrred tlic strait nov
iH'arini; ins luuin' in l.')lt;2; and that, in ItiO'i, Viz-
caino (that is, Martin de Aguiluf,) suivt'yi'd lliu

coast of California as far tip as the river of A^ui- i

hir. Bcsidfs which, tlio (muci- coast of California

was ixplorcil iinnicdiatcly after the contj- est hy
the orders of Cm-tcs mul of Mcnduza, to Cape

;

IVIendiii.ino, and was rcpratcdly visited hy lli».'

Manilla sliip.-:—to provide a port for wlnan tlie
;

ex|)edition ot" V'i/caino was, in part, iiiidertaKi'ii. '

And upon these various discoveries, tind the .

tiroximity of tiieir settlenientsi in Mexico, the
;

Govenniieiit of Sjiain ]irocceded, in the course of
the seventeenth century, "o make or authorize !

seltienienis in New Caiil'ornia, so as to acfjuire
j

all the territorial rii;lit.s liy whi(di any Eurojiean
Government cmm' lias ol)tained original claim to

'

sovereiicnty of the soil in Ainerii'a.
j

" Yet Great Britain sets np (daims of some sort
,

on the northwest coast, in virtue of the voya'^'-e ;

of Sir Fraiii-is Drake, who lain. , in 1570, at a
j

point on the coast of California, eitlier in the bay
of tSan Kraiii'isco, or more jn'ohaiily in that of i

Bodeira, hut it is not w(dl settled wliicdi. Sir
[

Francis Drake also apjTnaidied the coast in 42 or
;

i'.i deirrees north, hut without landinir. Due of
t)ie accounts of his voyoijp, indeed, (77(o World
Encompnssrd,) fays ho went to 4iP north; hut
this is incompiatiljie with other parts of the same
book, and also with another of the old accounts,
(Famons J-V)i/r/n-c.) They tell the story thus: On
the ,'kl of June, Drake was in latitude 4iP; on
the r)lh, lie made land in latitude 4',P; InU it had
then come on cold and tempestuous weather, and
he was comiielled to turn back, and so make a
harbor in latiti de liS'-^ 31)'. These are the fii^urcs

£;iven in the h;>ol:s. In addition to which, it may
be stated that Ilackluyt places the limit of J)rakc's
voyage at 43*^, and Purchas at 4(P; and that

iieither Led yard nor ]l;u-ris carries him beyond
the limit of Hackhiyt."— /)'(/(,;//c.s-;( lii'pnrt, p'. If).

" Althoui!;li Sir Francis pretended to tiike ]ios-

session of the country, and to call it J\hf ,1lbhm,
this could amount to notliiii;^ as against Spain, the
]iric,r discoverer. Eiigh.md, by touchins; at New
California, coidd nrit ac'[nire any ri^•hts whatever;
for whatever ri^lit such an act may be deeincd
by the Etiropean conveiitimial law to secure, had
already been appropriated hy Spain-. And Spain

i

also proceeded to do tl!a^ whi(di Eni^-land did not
j

do, ivnd which, by the same European conven-
tional law, is deemed the coiisumnuition of the
inchoiiu; title gained by diflcovery: namely, the

|

formation of settlements in tlie country d'iscov-
j

ercd. To iwy iioiliiin;-, therefore, of the alisurd-
j

ity of claiiniiii^ litle for England as against Spain
I

hy the piratical acts of a jnofessioiial pirate—
such as Sir Francis Drake, in most of his cxpe-

|

ditions alont;; the American coast, was—to say I

noihiiio; of this, if Sir Francis Drake had been a i

peaceful, oral any rate a jvtst ex])lorcr in behalf
|

of Enu:land, yet, according even to the most liberal
I

of all the rules of inlernatioiial law applicable to
j

his case, liis acts in reality conferred on hia '

' Government no territorial rights wliatcver ii,

' America." ' , > *

'• Don Juan Pcri'Z set sail from the port of San
' Ijlas, in January, 1774, in the corvittc Santiago

'with Esteiian Jose Maitine,', toi a pilot, having
' orders to n^'omioitre the coa.-a tVom Monleii y I"

' the (Jllih degree of north latitude. They ainhor
' ed in the Road of Noolka in August, ]774,^i/'.s< oy

' all Enropruns, and called it San Lorenzo. It was
\fhur yeuifi uflituumh that Cook visited the same
' place, and called it King Ge(n-:rc's Sound."

—
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'• The year following, (177."),) a second expedi-

' lion sailed from San [lias, uhder the ( ders ol

' Don I'.runo Jleceta, Don Juan de Ayala, and
' Don.) nan de la Bodi'ga y Cluadra. The incidents
' of this voyage are known to English readers by
' the journal of the pilot iVhiurellc, published in

' I5arrinirt<in's Miscellanies. They exj)lored tin-

' coast up to latitude .5H°, iuid were the first to dis-

' cover the mouth of the river Coluirthi;i, which
' they called Entradadc llecjta."— tlujnbuldl, luiiu

i., /K/gc !?3(t.

"Spain was the first European Power that

'doubled Cape Mendocino and Cape Blanco, tin

' first that visited the river of Aguihir, the first

' that discovered the inlet of Columbia river, the
' first that visited Nootka Sound, tlie first that dis-

' covered the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and Ilic first

' tlutt funned any esluhlhluncnl on any purl nf the

' vortltwest coa:il from CuHfarnia to the fvrty-ninth
' (/cgrcf (f north latitude. Here is the prior title

' to that of J-Zngland, both by discovery and hy
' .settlement,"
" Very slii^htinig accounts of these voyages are

' to he found in tlie English books, which so mi-
' iiutely describe that of Cook, who, on his third

' and last voyase in 177H, explored the coast of
' America froin Nootka Sound to Bhering's Strait:

' but beiuir jmsterior to the Spanish navigators,
' Perez, Heccta, and others of the older ones,
' could not by this voyage confer any rights of
' discovery on Great Britain. Moreover, Cook's
' exfiloratioiis, it will be remembered, were from
' Nootka Sound northward, and do not touch the
' country of Oreson."' * « *

" Gray's voyages arc intimately connected witii

' the title of the United States to the possession of
' Oregon, anil therefore deserve to be more dis-

' tiiictly recounted.

"In the year 1787, Joseph Barrcll, a distin

' guislied merchant of Boston, in the State of Mas-
' sachuselts, )>rojected a voyage of commerce ar-ii

' discovery to the northwest coast of America; at;tt

'Samuel Brown, Charles Biilfinch, John Derby,.
' Croweli Hatch, and Joliii M. Pintard, citizens of
' the United States, became associated with him
' in the enterprise. Two vesseb (the siiip Co-
' linnhia, commanded by John Kendrick, and
' the sloop Washington, by Robert Gray) were
' eqiii|)ped and provided with suitable cargoct=

' for traflic with the natives, and set sail from
' Boston in October, 17H7. This expedition wn.'-.

' regarded with much interest, it being the first

'attempt from the United States to circumnavigaif
' the globe. The Colnmhin arrived at Nootk;-
' Sound the HJtli of Septembei, J788, and tht

' Washington soon af erwards. Here they pro
' ceeded to collect furs. Wmie on the coast, (Jap
' tuin Gray, in the Washington, entered into, and


