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I'IfK AltVAN AMKIiiCAN MAN. 87

liliioxiiiiuli'ly iissijifiu'd lo Amcrii an [mln'oliihir man is ifci'iit iudi'i'd, ucoloirirally s|ii'akinu;.

Iliii on any iiHsiiinplioii ol'a loiiimoii iiidi'/ii'i' lor iju' modi'in Eskimos and llii' I'li'.i'-nK'ii

ol l']m'o|K''s piihi'oliihii' iiLj;!', it is intiii'ly loiisisli'ul to|ilinr iln' |io>i-i^iiirial man of Aiac

ii'M in what may he iui('|>ti'd as mi inh'iiiii'diatc I'limli. Hut so ri'ii'iil and spfiilii- ii

iliii' as till' assii,'n('d inli'iviil of \ru thousand yi'ars imjilii's, siinycsts a mtv jiarlial

:i|i|>i'i'riation ol'all till' jihi'nomona, iinliidini^' llir I'liormons physiial i hanucs, iiivolvi'd;

"I 111' till- cslimiili'd iiitiTval whirh i;i'ol()gi>is hiivi' di'duii'd as si'paiatin;^ us I'rom

jl.i' ial limes. "The last 'jlimiisi'," siivs I'leli'ssor (leikie. "we olilaill ol' paill'olilllio

mill is in Southern P'raiiee. where iln' reindeer and its al|)ine and northern eonti-euers wero

lll> lolillianiolls ; llie lir>l ulilll|iM' we ii'el of his Neolilhie suieessor is in .Middle Murope,

iVniii wliieli the uortheiii laiiiiii iiiiil llnra had already taken llieir deimrture."* 'I'lie

• liMiines in eliiiiate, launa and Mora, iiiiplied in the ioiitra>t wliii li is seen helweeli iho

tents revealed lo the exiilolers ol' the ea\es iuhaliited hy the pahl'olit hie hunieis, and

ilioM' ol'tlie kill hen middens ol' lleiimark. and the lake dwellines of Swil/erliiiid, I'urni'-h

r\ ideiiee ol' a new ^'eoloiliial epoeli not less delinite than the (halites wllieh separate tho

li|<ii)eene iiIkI pleisloeeiii' into Well-ilelilled periods, 'I'he l>lleiiomeiia wlliill a sillily "' ih"

;;. ulduy ol'I'Inroiie's 1 'alii'olil llie period re\eals, 1 an oiilv II'' aeiipiinted for on the as.suiii pi ion

"IM \asl lapse of tinii' helweeii the advent iiiid the disappearaiiie of paheolilhie mall.

li'lWeell thai and the true Neolilhie period, another eolisiderahle illler\:il of time must

li;ive transpired. Sir ( 'liarles Lyell, when aimiiej' at some approxiiiiale e.siiniale ol' the ago

"I'lhe lilaeial period of Europe, names an inter\al of silil.ooo years as that wliieh divides

u^ from its elimax of extreme eold, llr, .lohn l']\:iiis, withoiil altempiinif to yiiieje the

inierv.il hy years or eeiituries, eonleiits himself with an appeal to ilii' iiuiiiriniilion of ilio

inli'llin-elil ohserver, as he stands on Ihe I'due of a lofty elilf, sueh as llial al llouriieiiioulh,

:ilid, taking' in at one view Iho wide expanse of hay between the Xeedh's and the liallaril

l'"wn Foreland, he invites him lo estiniale the iininensely lemolo epoth when what is

iiiw thai vast hay w.is dry land, and a riiii!,'e of elialk downs, liill) feet almve the present

-•.\. hounded the horizon. Yet, he says, " this niiisl have heeii the sinlit that met the eye.s

"! those jirimeval men who frecjiientod iho beaches of that aneieiit river, whieli buried

ilii'ir handiworks in tfravels that now eap Ihe elill's, and of iho eourse of whieh so stranu'o

I'Ui indubitiible a memorial subsists in what has now become the ."^olenl Sea, "t

l!ut the fancy of an Eskimo podiirree for Europe's pahuolilli'i- man chimes in with uu

I'M idea of the American aiiliijuary that the S/tra/iii^s referred io in the I'^ric Saii'a wero

l>kimos, as is far I'rom iiniirobable, thoii!j;li the assumption rests on no delinite evidence.

Ih', Abboll accordinu'ly reproduces the slatemeiit of Professor Dawkins. in conlirmatiou of

the revived belief. " We are without a clue lo the ethnoloi.''y of Ihi! rivei-drifl man, who
iiiosi probably is iis lompleloly <>xtiuct al the present time as the w'oolly rhinoceros or Iho

'ive-bear; bul the discoveries of Ihe last twenty years have tended I o con linn the ideiiti-

li' ation of the cavi^-mun with tht! l']skiino." Sudi a faiuiful hypothesis once aciopted as

l"t, il.s apiilicatiou to American ethnoloify is easy ; and so Dr. Abbott proceeds to appeal

iiiihesitatiii!'-ly to evidence suliieient " lo warrant Iha asserliou that Ihe paheolithic man

* I'n'liistiirii' Kiiri'iH', p. .'isii.
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