
Captive

It was to Major Pynchon that the

Declham authorities looked to get them
a clear title to their tract oi land from
the original owners. This he did with

his usual economy, only reserving to

the natives the right " of fishing in the

waters and rivers, and free liberty to

hunt deer and other wild creatures, and
to gather walnuts, chestnuts and other

nuts and things on the commons."
The Deerfield grant was duly divided

among the Dedham townspeople and in

a few cases the new owners emigrated

to their wilderness property. In the

main, however, they held the land as a

speculation, just as a person might now
possess himself of suburban lots to be
sold when he saw a chance to make a

satisfactory profit.

Two Hatfield men were the first to

put up their rude abodes in the forests

that then covered the site of the new
town. This was in the early summer of

1670. Others followed, and in a few

years the settlement had grown to quite

a village, the houses dotted along on a


