
The Story of the C.W.S.

littlo of tho old personal rotations between nian and man, and nothinL,'

at all of the social forces to conie.

" There were slaves in those days as well as tlio ncirro," wrote
.(ustin .McCarthy, of 1830, in his Epoch of Rrionn. To uue.-is the
depth of the slavery one must regard some classic facts of the ]ieriod

throuu'h the dismal atmosphere of its philosopher, .Malthas, who
tau;.'ht that henovolcnce was proper to tho Deity, hut in short-

sii^hted man would lead to the j^rossest errors. In 1S:5:? tl»e Cliief

CouMablo of Iluddcrslicld collected stati-.tic<, acconlinu' to which
tho typical factory villaL'e of Slaithwaite, near fluddcrsticld. then
contained 3().'} families, or l,8!)t) individuals, whose total earniii;:s

were VHVl. ISs, 9d, weekly, or L's. L'd. per iiead. 'I'wopetice j)er day.
reckoncvl over si.x months of full work, was tho avera-c \n a sinallor

villajje, Handloom weavers" wau'os in Holton. which had lioen -os.

weekly in ISOO, were r)s. (id. in 1S30. In LSIllt a census of WX.kV.Vl

factory labourers di.scovero<l only WwlX adult me.i. and. of the rest,

18,410 were under ei^jhteen years of a-e ' Factory hours were from
f) or a.m. to S-30 or 9 p.m. Women in tho coal pits almost naked
were employed to drai; trucks throuLrh low, wet .;allerics Children

worked undeix'round from five years old so huimry that occasionally

they were knouri to eat the colliers" candles, ('!inl(.Ta Ih'o'ki' out at

Sunderland in 1831, and spread rapidly to the .Midlands In Hilston.

uith 14.4!»- people, there were 3.r>(i8 cases in seven weeks, ~A1 of

uhich were fatal.- I'eaders of the Old <^iiri<Mitij .s/m// know the

horror that the Black Country inspired in Dickens; hut, tar from tho

flames and fumes, the rural districts woie tilled uith paupers. The
]toor rate lor the HuckiiiL'hainshire parish of Chol'-slmrv rose from
£10. lis in ISdl to I3l)7 in 18;iL'.a Mi-al meanwhile, avera-od twice
Its present price.

Th(( Laiiaishirc (iiid Yorkshire Vo.oprnitnr df 1 s3'_' tells hou- the

editor, vjtmn home at two o'clock of a .March morning', found a

seven-yc.u-old child sittinu' innocently by tho uates of a factory

lier motlier had no liiiicpicci^; and on the prt>vious day the child

had been beaten for bein.' late lndi\idiial iiH-mones of davs little

latiM th.in thc^e have been coiiinmnicatcd to the writer by old

co-o|)cratois. One h.is told how his niothei contracted iheumatisiii

while workin,' at \w.r handloom llie boles in the earth floor of her

cottaue, underneath the ticadlcs ciiuld not oc kept free from uatcr,

into whii'h her feet splashed at every downwaid nos cmcnt.
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